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OF NEWINGTON, SURREY. 


BY THE REY. SAMUEL GREEN. 


On the 28th July last, Eleanor, the 
beloved wife of Mr. William Malraison, 
of the Trinity House, Tower Hill, was 
called to her rest at thirty-five years 
of age, after a lingering illness, borne 
with the faith, and patience, and 
steady hope of the gospel. A brief 
record of her may gratify a numerous 
circle of Christian friends, and serve to 
encourage others in their onward pro- 
gress in the spiritual race. 

She was a child of the late Mr. Jo- 


seph Rackstraw, of Shoreditch, whom | 


she survived only a short time. Her 
childhood evinced nothing remarkable 
except that sometimes when children of 
her own age were amusing themselves, 
as children may, Eleanor was absorbed 
in thought, and apparently treasuring 
up lessons and facts which in after life 
were greatly useful to her. This habit 
was encouraged by a deafness which, for 
a time, afflicted her, somewhat cutting 
her off from the ordinary enjoyments of 
childhood. 
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Her parents were anxious to secure 
for her, as she grew up, a sound rather 
than an ornamental education, and the 
means they employed were eminently 
successful. Her knowledge was varied, 
but principally in the useful depart- 
ments of study; she had tastes, how- 
ever, which led to her acquiring much 
of the clegant in female education also, 
The facts of scripture history were im- 
pressed, from very early life, on her 
memory. She was familiar with the 
records of English history, and could 
converse on the events of ancient and 
modern times with the case and interest 
of a well informed and somewhat ac- 
complished scholar. “I visited with 
her,” says a beloved friend, “a Druidical 
relic in a distant part of the kingdom, 
about three years since, when she seem~ 
ed almost to realize the horrid scenes 
which had passed there. She excelled 
in sketching, and on this occasion her 
pencil was employed with considerable 
A Norman built church in ano- 
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ther spot caught our attention, when 
she began to talk of the invasion of 
England by William, and of subsequent 
events in the history of our country, so 


as to make me feel it a privilege to be | 


with her. The simple habits and man- 
ners of the people in that remote dis- 
trict also Jed back her thoughts to 
patriarchal times in describing which 
she was equally at home,” 

Our friend was a proficient in the 
French and Italian languages ; but in 
music especially she excelled. This ac- 
complishment became a snare to her, 
over which in after life she deeply 
mourned, and all the more for that 
against the consent of her parents, she 
proceeded from music to dancing. She 
coveted the brilliance and the gaiety of 
the ball-room, where, however, as she 
has often confessed since, she found no 
solid satisfaction. To one occasion, 
when she figured in a grand ball at the 
London Tavern, she frequently adverted 
as an occasion of deep distress and even 
disgust. She says in her notes, “I ap- 


peared pleased but I was really miser- | 


able.” How often has a similar confes- 
sion been wrung from the yotary of 
pleasure ! 

Eleanor had been “religiously trained,” 
as in somewhat loose phraseology, do- 
mestic instruction combining a little 
religious knowledge is termed; but the 
doctrines most frequently set before 
her were not of a kind to deepen her 
sense of personal religious responsibility. 
Her lot was cast among that class of 
Christians, who, under the affectation 
and cant of leaving God’s work to his 
own hands, do but little to lead indivi- 
duals to the Saviour. Occasionally 
divine truth was strongly presented to 
her mind by another agent than those 
who visibly had the care of her; she 
was compelled to distrust the dogmas 
which were often reiterated in her 
hearing, and was rendered miserable by 
the fear that she might one day find 
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‘she had a deeper personal responsibility 


to meet than it suited her inclination at 
once to acknowledge. It was almost a 
miracle of mercy that she was not 
hurried by dissipation on the one hand, 
and by false religious views on the other, 
to utter indifference, or to infidelity. 
God had gracious thoughts concerning 
her, and therefore he surrounded her 
with checks and restraints, and awaken- 
ed convictions in her heart and con- 
science which were instrumental in her 
preservation. God “prevented her,” or 
stopped her progress in iniquity “ by 
the blessings of goodness,” Ps. xxi. 3. 

The precise period or circumstances 
of our friend’s conversion, cannot now 
be stated ; she preserved no record of 
them, When she was about fifteen 
years of age, a beloved aunt was re- 
moved by death. This event made her 
think deeply. Her aunt was a woman 
of piety ; the niece saw it in her every 
day life, and in her season of affliction ; 
and reflection on this piety, together 
with the conviction of her aunt’s blessed- 
ness, led her to write,— 

Qh how precious was that faith, 
That redeemed thy soul from death ! 


Oh how infinitely dear 
Was the grace that brought thee near! 


“ Near to God, at his right hand, 
There for ever blest to stand! 
All thy sins for ever gone, 
Through the merits of his Son.” 


The long affliction and death of an 
only brother, who had been for some 
time a member of the baptist church at 
Weymouth, then under the care of the 
Rey. G, H. Davis, probably contributed 
somewhat to her decision to cast in her 
lot with the people of God. 

She had dearly loved this brother. 
Their affection was mutual, They cor- 
responded long and faithfully on topics 
of infinite moment to them both, a cor- 
respondence which it is not to be 
questioned was of reciprocal bene- 
fit. Other “family troubles,” of the 
precise nature of which, since she did 


MEMOIR OF MRS. MALRAISON, 


not record them, we have no definite | 


idea, had contributed to lead her mind 
away from the vanities in which she 
once sought pleasure. They fixed her 
thoughts upon her own spiritual condi- 
tion, and at length brought her to the 
feeling that she could have no peace or 
real enjoyment till she obtained it 
through the atonement of Jesus Christ. 
She felt her condition and sought mercy. 
She obtained it, and knew by experience 
something of “the peace which passeth 
understanding.” 

The family of which Eleanor was a 
member, had removed to Camberwell, 
where for some time she sat under the 
ministry of the late Dr. Andrews, at 
Walworth, with considerable benefit ; 
and, subsequently, she was an occasional 
attendant at Hanover chapel, Peckham, 
greatly enjoying and profiting from the 
sound and practical expositions of the 
venerated pastor in that place. The 
“notes” which she occasionally recorded 
testify amply to the profit she thus de- 
rived. Her mind was enlightened, and 
her heart evidently increased in its 
strong attachment to the truth as it is 
in Jesus. Her connexion with Mr. 
Malraison, however, whom she married 
in 1841, led her to Mr. Burnet’s place 
of worship, where her husband was a 
member. With that church she united, 
and under the instructive ministry of its 
pastor, she gave proof that she was 
being prepared for every good word and 
work. Her judgment was clear and 
well informed, her heart was under the 
choicest, holiest influences, and it was 
easy to foresee that, if she were spared, 
she would be an ornament to the church 
of Christ, and greatly useful in promot- 
ing his cause in the sphere in which she 
might be destined to move. 

Before very long, however, the state 
of Mr. Malraison’s health rendered a 
removal to the north side of London, 
expedient ; and here, in fellowship at 
Claremont chapel, our friend found a 
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home and a sphere of useful labour, 
which she was prepared to prize and to 
occupy with great activity and zeal, 
An infant family begun to awaken her 
solicitudes, and fill her hands. Still 
she was actively employed in almost 
every organization and effort that were 
engaging the attention of benevolent 
and pious ladies in that large church 
and congregation, 

Her own health did not permit our 
friend to continue more than two years 
at Islington. The south side of London 
was deemed more advisable, since she 
was anxious to secure the professional 
attention of a well known medical friend, 
who had been useful to her on former 
occasions. In religious matters, how- 
ever, for a considerable time, her change 
of residence was little favourable, and 
perhaps chiefly, as one of the incidents 
of taking up her abode where she had 
not much Christian association, she be- 
came somewhat remiss in spiritual 
engagements. Conscience was thus 
burdened, and peace was disturbed. 
Her better feelings, in early life, had 
often been startled by some such dogma 
as that “sin cannot harm the believer ;” 
she found now, by painful experience, 
how unsound that dogma was. Her 
judgment formerly condemned it—now 
it was condemned by the convictions of 
her heart. 

Happily she was ‘not permitted to re- 
main long ina declining condition. God 
spoke to her in his providence, she heard, 
repented, and did “ her first works ;” she 
sought and obtained peace through the 
bloodofatonement; stillthe remembrance 
of her declension was painful to her 
down to the last, and the marks of her 
wounding furnished material and incen- 
tive for instruction and warning, both 
to herself and to her best friends. 
“0,” she said to her husband, not long 
previously to her death, “never neglect 
secret devotion ; I did so when we lived 
and brought gloom upon 


— 
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my spirit. Oh, my love, maintain with 
great care and jealousy your walk with 
God.” 

In 1847 she removed to her last resi- 
dence, in the vicinity of Lion-street, 
Walworth. The constitution of the 
church at that place of worship, gave 
her access to the table of the Lord, 
and she felt that in attending 
there she had again come under a 
ministry which adapted itself to her 
mind, and was calculated to arouse and 
provoke her zeal in the service of the 
Redeemer. Disease had made too rapid 
progress in her frame to permit of 
active exertion, beyond the demands of 
her own household. She could not do 
much, and latterly she was but little 
able to frequent the sanctuary. She 
loved it, however, and was always there 
till weakness compelled her to relinquish; 
but even then, in her sick room, she 
thought with delight on the loving- 
kindness of the Lord. It had been her 
joy in the sanctuary—it was her solace 
and her hope in her chamber of pain. 
Friends who visited her remarked the 
uniform serenity—the clear intelligence 
—and the scriptural propriety of all 
her communications. She felt that, in 
all probability, she should not again 
visit the sanctuary ; but she had com- 
mitted her spirit to the hands of Christ, 
and she could think with delight of the 
“ pleasures for evermore,” which are at 
God’s right hand. 

We have no wish to detail the expe- 
rience of the last few weeks of her life. 
It showed how calmly the approach of 
the last adversary can be contemplated, 
when the faith which God gives is 
strong. She could never regard death 
in any other light than as an adversary. 
Her faith overcame him, it did not, as 
in some cases, convert him into a friend. 
During the struggle she had occasional 
emotions of dread, “ Not,” she said, “of 
what will follow death, but of the final 
conflict.” She was reminded of the 


| severe, but she triumphed. 
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promise of strength for the day; that 
God gives grace sufficient for present 
necessity, and that therefore, what the 
final conflict would render necessary 
might be waited for till the conflict it- 
self came on, “ Yes,” said she, “I will 
not anticipate evil. ‘The rod and the 
staff’ will be given when I require 
them ; I will trust and not be afraid.” 

And truly she did trust ; nor was she 
disappointed. The last conflict was 
“ Oh,” said 
she, “this mortal agony.” The Lord 
seemed to delay his coming, but at 
length almost with the language of calm, 
grateful affection and hope bursting 
from her lips. “ My gracious Lord—” she 
said, met his approach, and peacefully 
departed at his bidding, to dwell with 
him for ever. Hers was not— 


Y a lingering death without pain, 
A death which all might love to see.” 


Still its very agony afforded the more 
complete evidence of her triumph. 
All could— 


pe mark how bright and sweet would be 
The victory she should gain.” 


They saw, moreover,— 


“When nature faints and dies, 
What springs of heavenly life arise ; 
And gather from the death they view, 
A ray of hope to light them through, 
When they should be departing too.’’, 

Of the practical points illustrated by 
this brief memorial, one or two may be 
mentioned here. 

1, The value of religious instruction 
in early life is shown, even though for 
a time the heart may be led captive by 
the glare and promise of worldly plea- 
sure. It was this which restrained 
Eleanor Rackstraw, when she thought- 
lessly plunged into scenes where many 
ayoung person less accomplished andless 
qualified to relish them, has been hurried 
to ruin. It may be for a lamentation 
that the instructed so often go astray, 
but store their minds before they can 
begin to wander with the knowledge of 
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God’s word. It may check when it 
does not guide—and admonish when it 
does not restrain or sanctify. 

2. The best corrective of a false the- | 
ology will be found in a solid and ex- 
tensive acquaintance with scripture. 
Tt is the “silly” and such as are 
“without understanding,’ who are led 
away by antinomian pretensions, or 
pretensions bordering upon antinomian- 


to reject, the notions with which early 


life had made her familiar. As her 
mind opened to the teaching of the 
Holy Ghost, her aversion to these no- 
tions increased in strength. Seldom 
have the walks of private life, in such a 
station as that which our late dear 
friend occupied, presented a Christian 
whose heart was more established with 
grace. She desired as a new-born babe 


| “the unadulterated milk of the word,” 
ism. Eleanor Rackstraw’s judgment dis- | 
approved, even before her heart was led | 


and she grew thereby. May we have 
the same appetite and realize the same 
blessing ! 
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BY THE REY. THOMAS POTTENGER. 


Amipst the convulsions which have 
recently disturbed most of Europe and 
plunged its principal cities into confu- 
sion and bloodshed, England has re- 
mained in a state of comparative repose 
and security. Across the channel a 
throne has been overturned, martial 
law has been established, thousands 
have been slain, wounded, or taken 
prisoners, while fighting in the streets, 
and the majority of the people have 
been alarmed lest the reign of terror 
should return. Blood has been shed in 
the squares of Madrid, and many have 
died under military execution. Barri- 
cades have been thrown up in “ beauti- 
ful Berlin,” citizens have fought against 
soldiers, and the sword has wrested a 
constitution from the monarch. Vienna 
has been shaken to its foundations with 
a political earthquake, and the emperor 
has made his escape from the fragments 
of his own despotism to the small town 
of Inspruck. Italians and Austrians 
have been contending on the plains of 
Italy, while Danes and Prussians have 
met on fields of battle and in scenes of 
death. Europe, at this moment, resem- 
bles a volcano which may suddenly 


pour forth its burning lava upon the | 


whole continent. 


England has felt the vibrations caused 
by this earthquake. This was unavoid- 
able: for Europe is a family of nations 
bound together by commerce, laws, and 
literature ; by the ties of humanity, by 
mutual interests, or by common dangers ; 
hence no sudden and violent changes 
can take place in one of those nations 
without affecting the position, the re- 
pose, and perhaps the safety of all the 
rest. 

Ill designing men took advantage of 
the alarm occasioned by the revolution 
in Paris to produce temporary confusion 
in our own metropolis, but their defeat 
was not less signal than theirthreats had 
been foolish and wicked. Our institu- 
tions are too ancient and powerful to be 
changed in a day. Our liberties are 
too dear to be surrendered for the dic- 
tatorship of a soldier. Our grievances 
must be redressed by means of the 
press, by public meetings peaceably 
conducted, by petitions to parliament, 
or by addresses to the throne ; but the 
convictions, the moral sentiments, and 
the religious feelings of our country- 
men, are strongly against the extension 
of their civil rights by means of physi- 
cal force. This is our wisdom and our 


lboast. As a consequence of this, our 
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progress in social improvement is slow 
but sure, every step towards perfection 
is made good, the men of this age begin 
where those of the last age left off, and 
thus we advance peacefully towards the 
goal of national regeneration and 
happiness. Among our citizens of all 
ranks the opinion has ripened into full 
conviction that mv,al is stronger than 
physical force, as all must admit it is 
more rational and more Christian like. 
Unless order is the first law of English- 
men, education and religion have been 
given to them in vain. We love free- 
dom and justice as much as any people, 
but we refuse to obtain even good 
things by bad means. Hence we have 
been at peace while France, Italy, Spain, 
Austria, and Prussia are disturbed and 
distracted. 

What then, it may be asked, has 


made us differ from our neighbours ? | 


Why have not the citizens of London 
done like those of Paris? Our peasants 
and artizans, generally, who have passed 
through a season of suffering without a 
precedent, appeal to the legislatwre for 
remedies, not to the sword. Our trades- 
men and merchants, many of whom 
have seen their fortunes swept away as 
with a tempest, never think they could 
improve their circumstances by fighting 
behind barricades, or by pouring vitriol 
and boiling oil upon the heads of their 
_ fellow men. Whence then does this 
difference arise? The answer is given 
in one word—Rauiaton. Warriors may 
think that the brightest page in our 
history is that which records our victo- 
ries by sea and by land—statesmen may 
boast of our colonial possessions which 
exist in both hemispheres and in all 
quarters of the globe—merchants may 
tell of our ships carrying the manufac- 
tures of this country to all the principal 
ports of the world—scholars may point 
to our halls of learning, colleges, and 
universities, and to the vast sums of 
money spent in the education of our 
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people—and patriots may say that our 
liberties have been sealed with the blood 
of Hampden and Sydney, who take rank 
amongst the nobility of our race ; but 
none of these are the glory of our land. 
Victories, colonies, commerce, learning, 
and liberty, must yield up the palm to 
pure and undefiled religion. This has 
been the glory of England in the past, 
and the more our laws, institutions, 
literature, and customs are moulded by 
the truths of the gospel, the more our 
country will become “great, glorious, 
and free.” 

Religion will stamp its own character 
upon the education of the people. Men 
must be trained for the duties and re- 
sponsibilities of this life by haying 
their education based on Christianity. 
Secular education may make them 
scholars, citizens, merchants, senators, 
and yet overlook the Christian which is 
“the highest style of man.” Give them 
the largest amount of learning for which 
they have capacities, but let its basis 
rest upon the maxims and commands of 
the bible. True religion should stamp 
its own beautiful image upon the educa- 
tion of all classes in the community, and 
it would be a sublime spectacle to see all 


| the young people in the land trained up 


in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, and forming their characters upon 
those models of virtue and piety which 
are found in the sacred books. Such a 
training would be the surest guarantee 
for peace, order, goodwill, liberty, and 
national prosperity. There would re- 
sult from it rectitude in governments, 
stability to thrones, and peace among 
the nations, “wisdom and knowledge 
would be the stability of the times and 
the strength of salvation.” Cast the 
youthful mind of England into the 
mould of Christianity, and, with the 
blessing of God, you will make the best 
patriots, the most virtuous citizens, 
merchants noted for doing what is 
just between man and man, people emi- 
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nent for loyalty, and Christians distin- 
guished for piety. In proportion as 
religion spreads amongst our people, 
education must of necessity be religious, 
and such an education would rank 
among the glories of our land. Millions 
of persons able to read the word of 
God, familiar with its histories and 
narratives, obeying its precepts, imbib- 
ing its spirit, and acting towards one 
another in harmony with its exalted 
principles, would be nothing more than 
Christianity is able to bring about, and 
the goal towards which its progress 
is hastening. Religion demands for 
this country a religious education, 
and any system which sets at nought 
this requisition, however it may be 
patronized or lauded, may be pronounc- 
ed godless, and would reduce us, at last, 
to a nation of infidels or formalists. 
Religion makes a people virtuous. 
Facts show that crimes and vices are 
most numerous and most rank where 
the gospel has least influence upon the 
public mind. Nations are most peace- 
ful, orderly, and virtuous, where the 
word of God has free course and is 
glorified in the sanctification of the 
people. Crimes do not diminish, vir- 
tues do not abound, according as secular 
education prevails in a community : in- 
deed that kind of education makes men 
more clever in their sins, greater adepts 
in wickedness, more adroit in evading 
the laws of the land, and better able to 
corrupt the morals of the rising race. 
People are “ destroyed for lack of know- 
ledge,” even “the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Offences against the well being of society 
increase most where spiritual darkness is 
thickest. Exclude the maxims and 
verities of the bible, and education will 
leave the worst passions of our nature 
without any effectual checks; and though 
vice may appear less coarse and repul- 
sive, it will not be the less dangerous 
and injurious to society. Law may be 
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strong enough to put down rebellion 
and anarchy; but true religion alone 
teaches men “to deny ungodliness, and 
worldly lusts, and to live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly in this present world.” 
It may be doubted whether the majority 
of our countrymen were ever more 
upright and moral than during the 
first half of the seventeenth century, 
when vital godliness flourished beyond alt 
example, and when. illustrious judges, 
divines, scholars, and statesmen, sat on 
the bench, adorned the pulpits, taught 
in the colleges, and made the laws of 
our country. On the contrary, the 
reign of Charles II. has a shameful pre- 
eminence for debauchery in every form 
and degree, commencing with the court 
and descending to the lowest grades of: 
society—the literature of the day was 
scandalously impure; the plays, the 
poems, the novels, were full of imagery 
and tales which set the imagination “on 
fire of hell,” and defiled all who read 
them ; and the whole body politic was 
infected with this moral and loathsome 
leprosy ; but the universal consent of 
mankind has branded that as the age 
of irreligion, of infidel writers, of 
practical atheism, and of social demoral- 
ization; when the law of God was 
trampled under foot, the sabbath was 
turned into a day of pastimes, the 
palace was a magnificent brothel, and 
“the reign of strumpets succeeded the 
reign of saints.” In one case religion 
and virtue made our country glorious in 
the eyes of the world: in the other case 
irreligion and vice rendered it a byeword 
and a laughing-stock. Make people 
religious in the true sense and of ne- 
cessity they are moral. Teach them to 
fear God and they will not harm man. 
They will do justly and love mercy when 
they walk humbly with Ged. When 
their hearts and lives are governed by 
that law which is holy, just, and good, 
they will abstain not only from evi, but 


| also from its very appearance ; so that 
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if all our countrymen were Christians 
indeed no crimes would exist amongst 
us, and there would be no need of 
prisons, penal colonies, or gallows. One 
man would have no disposition to over- 
reach and defraud another. There 
would be no injustice, nor double deal- 
ing, nor lying; no thieves, nor prosti- 
tutes, nor murderers: a drunken person 
would never be seen, and no brawls 


would disturb our strects ; “the lusts of | 


the flesh” would be restrained by moral 
laws, and “the fruits of the Spirit” would 
abound ; all vindictive passions would 
cease in the reign of benevolence and 
in the power of love. Inasmuch then 
as religion can bring about such a state | 
of society as this, it may be truly pro- | 
nounced the glory of our land. | 

Religion secures to a people wise and | 
good laws. 

The bible is the basis of all just | 
legislation. Its principles and precepts | 
are of supreme authority and of uni- 
versal obligation, suited to all times and 
to all nations, whatever changes may 
take place in the usages of society or | 
in the proceedings of human govern- 
ments. Just laws and good legislation 
are the consequents of religion diffusing 
its influence amongst all classes in the 
community, and securing to them the 
liberty of the sons of God. Men who 
have been made free from sin need laws 
corresponding with a state of religious 
freedom and moral rectitude. Chains 
and fetters are the instruments and 
symbols of slavery. The law of force 
is made for the lawless, the ungodly, and 
the disobedient ; but the law of love, or 
“the perfect law of liberty,” is more suit- 
able for the righteous and heavenly- 
minded. As the basis of all good laws, 
Christianity lays down this maxim, 
“Therefore all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do unto you, do 
ye even so to them: for this is the law 
and the prophets.” Let no one justify 
disobedience to this command of the 


| heart, and that the universal adoption 
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Great Teacher by saying that it runs 
counter to the selfishness of our nature, 
that it is impracticable in the present 
state of the world, or that reducing it 
to practice would necessitate a moral 
revolution in the customs of life and in 
the institutions of our land; for it 
would be enough to say in reply, that 
the law comes to us with the authority 
of God, that Christianity is in antagon- 
ism with the selfishness of man, that it 
has not been found impracticable by 
those who have obeyed it from the 


of it would be followed by an amount 
of good vastly beyond anything which 
the best government on earth has ever 
secured for its population. As fast as 
people are taught to love and revere the 
bible as the standard of right between 
man and his neighbour, they seek for 
laws most in harmony with the laws of 


| God, and best calculated to promote 
| “whatsoever things are true, honest, 
| just, pure, lovely, and of good report.” 


Whatever may be the political creed 
or bias of Christians, they desire to 
see the laws of men based upon the 
laws of God, and the governments of 
this world types of the divine govern- 
ment. Religion aims at this consum- 
mation wherever its dominion is ac- 
knowledged, and its Author loved and 
obeyed. God has legislated for the 
world through all periods of time; and 
the happiness of nations will keep pace 
with the conformity of their laws to 
that which is holy, just, and good. 
Without the morality of the gospel nei- 
ther monarchies nor republics can en- 
sure righteous laws to the people ; but 
this result may be attained under both 
forms of government, when the two 
“commandments on which hang all the 
law and the prophets’? are obeyed, 
namely, love to God, and love to our 
neighbour, The religion of the Cross 
makes these demands upon us, and, there- 
fore,it maybe termedthe glory of ourland. 
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Religion is the glory of our land be- 
cause of the benefits which arise from the 
general observance of divine worship. 

In many instances where the minds 
of men are not renewed by divine grace, 
the public worship of God acts as a 
check upon evil passions which would 
otherwise urge them on to sure and 
speedy ruin. The indirect bene‘i's 
which they receive from the forms of 
godliness are very great; but when 
their hearts are made temples of love 
and purity for the Holy Spirit to dwell 
in, the house of God becomes their 
home, and the scene of frequent com- 
munion with the saints. It is a touch- 
ing and glorious spectacle to behold 
multitudes of immortal beings engaged 
in the worship of God, seeking his 
blessing, singing his praises, or com- 
memorating the death of Christ : rank, 
age, sex, talent, and virtue are blended 
in one assembly; peasants unite with 
nobles in the song of praise, and in the 
utterances of prayer; masters meet 
their servants, citizens join their fellow 
citizens, and the members of families 
assemble under the eye of Him who is 
the Father and Friend of all; in scenes 
like these we must look for the elements 
of national grandeur and for the pledges 
of social happiness. Hence all true 
patriots and all sincere Christians, 
should view with alarm the growing 
prevalence of sabbath-breaking in our 
day, as a mark of national degeneracy, 
and the forerunner of divine chastise- 
ments. Morality will increase or de- 
cline amongst us according as the 
sabbath is observed or broken by the 
majority of the population. Facts bear 
out the remark that the most virtuous, 
the most useful, the most generous por- 
tions of the human family are those 
which have been called a church and 
chapel-going people. The converse of 
this is true. No good patriot could 
wish the people of this country to imi- 
tate continental sabbaths with all their 
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consequences. We can see the effects 
of French sabbaths behind the barri- 
cades of June. When the very name 
of sabbath was abolished by the French 
Republic, and reason was adored instead 
of God, the guillotine made France a 
slaughter-shop for her monarchs, nobles, 
statesmen, and most illustrious citizens, 
filling the civilized world with horror, 
and causing rivers of blood to ery for 
vengeance upon the land. And if the 
time should ever come when the great 
mass of our countrymen shall abandon 
the public worship of God on the day 
of rest; and if, casting off the very 
forms of religion, they plunge into the 
abominations of atheism, Ichabod will 
then be written upon our halls of 
learning, on our ancient institutions, 
and on our national shield. Overthrow 
the altars of religion, put to silence its 
teachers, shut up its sanctuaries which 
are 
“The honours of our native place, 
And bulwarks of our Jand ;” 

and turn “the day which the Lord hath 
made” into one of mere pleasure and 
amusement in tea gardens, in parks, on 
rivers, up our glens, or on our moun- 
tains, and then will England enter on the 
highroad to convulsions and slaughters 
such as have recently disgraced Paris 
and outraged humanity, It is religion 
that can save Britain from the doom of 
ancient monarchies; but religion will 
stand or fall with the keeping of the 
Lord’s day, and with the influence of 
public worship. It is religion that can 
preserve us from the atrocities of a 
Parisian mob, and from the anarchy 
which has fallen like a thunderbolt 
upon the chief capitals of Europe. 
Our sun will go down amid clouds when 
our sabbaths are lost. { 

Religion is the glory of our land by 
increasing the number and influence of 
good men. 

Christianity, of which righteousness 
is an essential part, exalteth a nation. 

32Z 
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Christians are the salt of the earth and 
lights in the world; shedding abroad 
the influence of piety and holiness 
by their graces, their examples, and 
their prayers. Men who fear God and 
eschew evil have a beneficial influence 
on society, and are the best securities 
for order and happiness. One eminently 
good man had saved the cities of the 
plain if ten righteous persons could 
have been found in them, and when 
that number failed, the work of de- 
struction could not begin until righteous 
Lot was beyond the reach of harm. 
Increase the number of true Christiansin 
our land both among nobles and peasants; 
let them be men of principle, of prayer, 
of peace, and of integrity; let them 
abound in our marts of commerce, in 
our courts of law, and in our houses of 
parliament ; and they will add a lustre 
to the name of Britain far beyond any- 
thing she has ever derived from the valour 
of her troops, the victories of her navy, 
and the extent of her dominions. I 
would not write a word in disparage- 
ment of the renown which my country 
has acquired from her civil and religious 
liberties, from her ancient and free 
institutions, or from the noble army of 
her patriots, philanthropists, and mar- 
tyrs; but it is my deliberate conviction 
that her chief glory arises from the 
fact that she is the land of bibles, of 
sabbaths, of saints, of temples for God, 
of societies for the relief of human 
misery, and the centre of the missionary 
enterprize for the evangelization and 
happiness of the world. From our 
shores the sound of salvation has gone 
forth to the ends of the earth. India 
has received from us the bread of 
eternal life. China is indebted to us for 
the doctrines of Christianity. Africa 
owes to England the means of her 
future emancipation both from the 
slavery of sin and from the oppression 
of man. North America was colonized 
by men who were born in our valleys 
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and on our hill sides ; men who carried 
our bibles, sabbaths, laws, language, and 
religion into the wilderness then peopled 
by savages ; and who when they set up 
the flag of the country which had cast 
them out, planted by its side the stan-_ 
dard of the cross which announced to 
the heathen “peace on earth and good- 
will toward men.” England gave 
Carey to India, Morrison to China, 
Williams to the South Seas, and Knibb 
to Jamaica. Missionary stations, sus- 
tained by English funds, may be found 
on the banks of the Niger, at the mouth 
of the Ganges, amid the snows of Lap- 
land, and among the cities of the Ce- 
lestial Empire. Within the last fifty 
years our countrymen have made aston- 
ishing progress in effecting the intellec- 
tual and spiritual improvement of the 
world. This is the glory of our land— 
the brightest page in her past history, 
and the best pledge of her future wel- 
fare. 

In conclusion, we must not separate 
the glory of our land from the presence 
of Ged. He was the glory of his an- 
cient people when they sojourned in the 
wilderness, and after they had settled 
in Canaan: at length when their sins 
and provocations caused him to with- 
draw his presence, with all the blessings 
which it involved, an Israelitish woman, 
in her dying moments, gave utterance 
to the awful but prophetic words, “The 
glory is departed from Israel.” Hig 
presence is a shield which no weapon 
can pierce, and it can protect nations as 
well as individuals from numerous and 
mighty foes. In many instances God 
has been like a wall of fire round about 
this island, and the glory in its midst, 
When the Spanish Armada approached 
our shores with the chains of slavery, 
the instruments of the inquisition, and 
troops of Jesuits, He let loose upon it 
the winds, the waves, and the elements ; 
burying the greatest part of it in the 
depths of the sea, dashing the remainder 
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of it to pieces on the shores, or giving 
it as a prize to our valiant sailors. So 
long as we can retain the presence of 
God amongst us by our works of faith, 
our labours of love, our united prayers, 
and our obedience to his will, we shall 
have nothing to fear from foes without 
or from enemies within. Commercial 
embarrassments may try our merchants 
as heretofore, and periodical sufferings 
may press heavily upon our peasants 
and artizans; but when these are sancti- 
fied by the blessing of God, the losses 
become gains, and good springs out of 
evil. Minding our Father’s business 
while using the present world, and 
crowding our places of worship in 


prayer for his protection and grace, we | 


shall be safe amid the earthquakes which 
alarm other countries ; and while on the 
continent we see thrones overturned, 
palaces sacked, commerce destroyed, 
streets scenes of battle, and blood shed 
like water by men who resemble demons, 
our own sea-girt and favoured isle will 
be under the guardianship of One who 
can assuage the tempest of human 
passions with the same ease as He can 
hold the winds in his fist, or calm the 
waves of the deep. Our safety and 
happiness depend upon the presence 
and favour of God ; upon the diffusion 
and influence of true religion; upon the 
virtues, the affections, the charities 
which spring from the gospel more than 
upon the antiquity of our institutions, 
the policy of our statesmen, the number 


of our troops, or even the patriotism 
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of our citizens. “Who is there that will 
harm you, if ye be followers of that 
which is good?” Let our countrymen 
live in the fear of God and in love one 
toward another ; let them excel in those 
virtues which make the good parent, 
the obedient child, the upright mer- 
chant, and the Christian patriot ; let 
our laws be made in harmony with 
those which the Divine Lawgiver has 
given to us in his word for the benefit 
of the world ; let every heart become a 
mansion for God, every house a temple 
for his praise, and every place of wor- 
ship full of men and women who love 
him in sincerity ; and let the time come 
when we shall see no drunkenness, hear 
no swearing, witness no brawls, and 
meet with no proofs of villany or licen- 
tiousness in our streets ; chat will be the 
strength and glory of our land. Sena- 
tors may talk of our constitution being 
the admiration of the world, heroes may 
recount acts of bravery on fields of 
battle, and historians may exult over 
the names of our patriots, philanthro- 
pists, and men of learning; but the 
Christian will point to the Bible as the 
instrument which has raised Britain 
to her present commanding position 
amongst the nations of the world, and 
as that which must be in time to come 
the rule of monarchs, the guide of citi- 
zens, the basis of good government, 
the palladium of our liberties, “the book 
of the church,” and the glory of Bri- 
“The Lord of Hosts is with us, 
the God of Jacob is our refuge.” 
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A SERMON DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ‘DORE, AT MAZE POND, 


AUGUST 24, 1794, 


PART II, 


“I have called you friends,’—Jouw xy, 15, 


Lev us now attempt to describe the | tural to remark in the first place that it 
nature of the friendship subsisting be-| is sincere. How much deception is there 
tween Christ and his people, It is na- | among mankind, . After all, the sublime 
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descriptions with which language has 
been, I was going to say, exhausted, in 
order to eulogize human friendships, how 
mortifying to reflect that they are often- 
times essentially defective—defective in 
their principle, wanting in sincerity! 
Judas-like men may discover every 
exterior mark of friendship, when they 
mean to betray: they ma, flatter in 
order to ruin. In what is called the 
polite world, where insincerity is formed 
into a system called politeness, there is 
little real friendship. But among the 
disciples of Jesus Christ real integrity 
is to be expected, and ought to be dis- 
covered. Where there is no integrity 
there is no religion. Whatever motive 
may influence men to deceive, none 
such can be supposed to operate in the 
breast of our Lord, and no one is en- 
titled to call himself the friend of Christ 
in whose heart there is a want of sin- 
cerity. Again,-persons oftentimes throw 
off the mask of friendship, when those 
to whom they profess the warmest 
attachment experience a reverse in 
their worldly circumstances. In a time 
of prosperity friendship seemed to be 
very ardent, but it has become incon- 
venient to profess friendship to those 
who have no longer the means of con- 
ferring a benefit. But what reason 
have we to rejoice that the friendships 
between Christ and his people are not of 
this nature. What proofs can he pos- 
sibly give which he has not given of the 
reality and the strength of his attach- 
ment. Considering him as the Author 
of universal nature, he gave you your 
existence, your senses, your reason ; 
considering him as the great Governor 
of the world, he protects you from evil, 
he supplies your returning wants, he 
gives you richly all things to enjoy, but 
as the great Mediator between God and 
man, what has he not done in order to 
promote your happiness? he has shaken 
the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, 
in order to make a way for your felicity ; 
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and in order to point your hopes to im- 
mortality, he has espoused your interest ; 
he took not upon him the nature of 
angels, but, astonishing grace! wonderful 
love ! he took upon him the nature of 
man; he undertook his cause ; and what 
did he do in order to show how much 
the cause of man lay near his heart 7— 
he bowed the heavens and came down. 
Contemplate the dignity of the Saviour’s 
person ; think of the honours paid to 
him in the regions of bliss; think of 
the happiness he enjoyed in the bosom 
of his Father ; then behold him coming 
into our world, taking upon him our 
nature, with all its frailties, exposing 
himself to poverty, contempt, and per- 
secution, to almost every species of 
misery,—and all this to manifest his 
love to men. “Ye know the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for our sakes he became 
poor.’ What a proof of friendship is 
this; how seldom are there any in- 
stances in the world of men being 
called to become poor in order to mani- 
fest their regard to their friends. Such 
a request would be considered un- 
reasonable. But Jesus Christ became 
poor, though he was infinitely and es- 
sentially rich. “Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.” Christ laid down 
his life for us ; and he died a most igno- 
minious, a most painful, a most lin- 
gering death ; he gave up himself to all 
the infamy and horror of crucifixion ; he 
died that we might live, he died to 
deliver us from everlasting condemna- 
tion, to bring us who were afar off nigh 
unto God. What a proof of friendship 
is this; can we conceive of a stronger 
expression of attachment ? 

Christ manifested his friendship to 
his people before he left the world, in 
the kind expressions he used respecting 
the interest he took in what concerned 
them. “I go to prepare a place for 


you.” He entered heaven as the Fore- 
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runner of his people. He has entered 
into the heaven of heavens, as the apostle 
remarks for us, to appear in the pre- 
sence of God for us, to carry on our 
cause in the heavenly court, to make 
intercession for us at the right hand of 
his heavenly Father, and to prepare 
places for our reception. “ When Christ 
who is our life shall appear, we also 
shall appear with him in glory.” 

Christ has left behind memorials of 
his friendship. He has sent his Spirit 
to enlighten, to purify, and to comfort 
us; he has given us his word, by means 
of which we may still maintain inter- 
course with him. In his word we may 
follow him from place to place, we may 
become the companions of his travels, 
we may realize the different scenes in 
which he was engaged ; we may rejoice 
with those on whom his miraculous 
power was exerted, with the blind who 
received their sight, with the lame who 
were enabled to walk, and with the 
weeping friends who received their 
dead raised to life again. He has gra- 
ciously instituted an ordinance in which 
we are continually reminded of his love, 
of that body broken for sin, and that 
blood which was shed for our redemp- 
tion ; and the Christian learns by ex- 
perience how gracious this divine ap- 
pointment, in consequence of the weak- 
ness and treachery of his heart. Jesus 
Christ, in his exalted state, still re- 
members us, and he shows the sincerity 
of his attachment by the heavenly 
presents which he bestows. He is 
exalted as a Prince and a Saviour, to 
bestow blessings on his people, and he 
continually presents to them his gra- 
cious promise, that he will receive them 
to himself, that where he is there shall 
his friends be also. 

Again, the friendship that subsists 
between Christ and his people is effec- 
tual in its resources. After all the 
dark pictures of human life which the 
melancholy and splenetic may be dis- 
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posed to draw, it is consolatory to reflect 
that there are some sincere friends, 
whose intercourse lightens the burden 
of woe, and tends greatly to our happi- 
ness ; that there are those who rejoice 
when their friends rejoice, and weep 
with them when they weep; but though 
such friendship may do much towards 
the alleviation of our sorrows and the 
augmentation of our joys, there is much 
that it cannot do. If the attachment 
of our friends be ever so sincere, if 
their affection be ever so ardent, there 
are wants common to us all which they 
cannot supply. If the fables of an- 
tiquity were to be realized ; if a friend 
in the ardour of his love were even to 
die for us, he could not offer to God a 
ransom for us, he could not “deliver us 
from going down into the pit.” No; 
we all want such a friend as Jesus 
Christ, who can bestow upon us those 
blessings which we need, and deliver us 
from all those evils which we have 
reason tofear. He can bestow upon us 
the forgiveness of our sins, for this was 
the blessing he was elevated to com- 
municate; he can bestow upon us a 
justifying righteousness, by which we 
shall be delivered from condemnation ; 


| he can impart peace to our consciences. 


But to which of the saints should we 
turn for any of these blessings ? What 
earthly friend can remove the anguish 
of our hearts, when awakened to a 
sense of our guilt? Who can proclaim 
to us the forgiveness of sin? Who 
have works of supererogation which 
they can transfer to our account? On 
what human arm may we safely repose 
ourselves? To whom can we apply in 
our distresses, when the arrows of the 
Almighty are sharp within us, and the 
poison drinketh up our spirits? We 
may look on the right hand but refuge 
fails us, and on the left but no man 
who careth for our soul can afford us the 
relief we want. But Jesus Christ can 
relieve our consciences, and communicate 
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to us joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
If he be with our spirits, we have life, 
and light, and liberty, and happiness. 
Again, the friendship that subsists 
between Jesus Christ and his people is 
eternal in its duration. How often do 
we see merely human friendships dis- 
solve ; an attachment once ardent may 
from various causes degenei.te into 
indifference, and be succeeded by avowed 
hostility : but supposing us to be spared 
these painful circumstances, death must 
separate the dearest friends. When 
you follow to the grave the remains of 
one who was your support in weakness, 
your light in darkness, your comfort in 
distress, the whole world appears as one 
dark blank; it seems almost as if the 
universe with respect to you were anni- 
hilated. But under such events how 
pleasing is the thought that Jesus 
Christ is a friend of whose friendship 
we can never be deprived ; death hath 


no more dominion over him, he liveth | 


for evermore. Or if your friends do 


not leave you, you must shortly take | 
Happy are you at | 
that moment if you know that you are | 


your leave of them. 


going to Jesus Christ, your best Friend, 
your Friend in heaven. 


From the whole, let us in the first 


place admire the kindness of Jesus | 


Christ in entering into friendship with 
us. The friendship between him and 
his disciples is not that which subsists 
between equals, but between persons 
infinitely different in rank, degree, and 
character. It is the effect of his bene- 
volence to us; it arises not from any 
previous excellence in us, but entirely 
from the riches of his grace, and to 
him therefore glory should be ascribed. 
Let us remember that friendship with 
Christ does not diminish the distance 
that there is between us, that it does 
not admit of any relaxation of duty, 
that it rather augments our obligations, 
and furnishes us with new motives to 
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obey him. When we contrast his dig- 
nity with our meanness, his holiness 
with our guilt, his benevolence with 
our ingratitude, what reason have we 
to celebrate his praise for condescending 
to enter into friendship with us. 

Secondly. How dignified is the cha- 
racter of a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
Men are ambitious of the friendship of 
those who are wise, good, and illustrious 
in society, but who so wise, so good, so 
justly celebrated as our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Do you esteem it an honour 
—is it considered a great gratifica- 
tion to be able to say that such a one 
who shines in the world on account of 
his wisdom, or his benevolence, or his 
elevated station, is your friend? How 
great is the honour conferred upon the 
Christian, who may say, “ Christ is my 
Friend.” He who is greater than 
Solomon; he who is worthy of more 
honour than Moses ; he who was before 
Abraham ; he whom kings, and prophets, 
and righteous men of old wished to see; 
he whom the wise men came from the 
east to worship ; he whose birth caused 
Herod to tremble; he at whose death 
the graves rent, the rocks cleft, and the 
sun was eclipsed. 

Thirdly, let me direct your attention 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, and invite 
you to cultivate friendship with him. 
What are the qualifications you wish for 
in a friend? Do you wish for dignity 
of rank, splendid talents, quick sen- 
sibility, extensive usefulness, rich re- 
sources, and enlarged liberality? All 
these we have in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and he is willing to receive you as 
friends. Go then to him, put your 
trust in him, and you will find that he 
is willing to bestow upon you whatever 
is conducive to your real happiness. 

Fourthly, Are we his friends? Have 
we been reconciled to him through the 
influence of his gospel? Then let it 
be our concern to act in character, lest 
Jesus Christ should be wounded in the 
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house of his friends. Let us avail our- 
selves of his friendship; let us realize 
the character which he sustains. This 
will reconcile us to the adverse dis- 
pensations of providence; for our best 
Friend governs the world; he sympa- 
thises with us under all our sorrows; 
he feels the sympathy of a friend, he 
watches over us as the apple of his eye, 
and in all our afflictions he is afflicted 
with us. 

Again, are we the friends of Jesus 
Christ, then we ought to be the friends 
of one another. Christ is our common 
friend, and we should consider ourselves 
as united by the bonds of nature. Love 
is the most perfect bond of union. “ By 
love serve one another.” Let the wise 
serve the ignorant by their instructions ; 
let the powerful serve the weak by pro- 
tecting them; let the rich serve the 
poor by generously communicating of 
their property. Christian discipline 
should be considered as originating 


535 


in Christian friendship. Let us 
watch over one another in the Lord, 
and constantly aim to edify one ano- 
ther. - 

Finally. How awful will be the state 
of those who are the enemies of Jesus 
Christ, and such it is to be feared there 
are in every place: those who do not 
love him, who do not obey him, who 
know nothing of what it is to enjoy 
fellowship with him, who are by no 
means like him in the tempers of their 
hearts, and who are in no wise desirous 
of promoting his interest in the world. 
Do Iaddress such? What will be your 
portion if you remain in that state? It 
would have been better for you if 
you had never existed, as our Lord 
said of Judas, for hear the awful 
language of Christ, with which I shall 
conclude, “As for these mine enemies, 
who would not that I should reign over 
them, bring them hither and slay them 
before me.” 
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Iy commencing his discourses on the | 


chapter which describes the pouring out 
of the seven vials, between thirty and 
forty years ago, Mr. Fuller said, “I en- 
ter upon this part of the subject with 
diffidence, because I consider the events 


predicted as mostly future ; and the ex-_ 


position of unfulfilled prophecy, espe- 


cially when couched under symbolical , 
later expositors. 


language, is rarely accurate. When in 
looking at a symbol we compare it with 
facts, we can judge of the one as being 
designed to predict the other: but in 
looking at the symbols without the facts, 
we can seldom make much out in ex- 
plaining them. Nor does it appear to 
have been the design of prophecy to 
enable us to foresee things with any 
considerable degree of precision ; but to 
keep up a general hope before the ac- 


THE VIALS. 


complishment, and to strengthen our 
faith after it.” 

These remarks are of course even 
more applicable to earlier interpreters 
than to Mr. Fuller, who had seen what 


_he believed to be the commencement of 


this series of judgments,and whose views 
in this respect haye been confirmed by 
subsequent events in the opinion of 
In the following 
columns, the reader will find that the 
interpretations of more recent writers 
are given in addition to those of Flem- 
ing, Ryland, and Fuller, and thus he 
will have an opportunity of comparing 
the anticipations of some who lived be- 
fore the events, with the sentiments of 
others who can look back upon the 
history of the present century as far as 
it has Leen developed. 
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“R. Fieming, 1701. J, Ryland, 1779. A. Fuller, 181 He 


1 On the The first vial which fell upon The first angel If by the earth be meant 
Rev. Eanrn. the earth to the tormenting of poured out his vial “the continent, as France 
Anoisome the ‘subjects of the beast doth upon the earth, 7. e, and Germany, especially the 
andgrievous denote God’s judgments upon all the anti-christian latter,” (and I know of no 
sore, the foundations of the papal powers on the conti- interpretation more natural) 

on the men power; the earth being that on nent, 7. e, Germany we have certainly seen a 
who had which we walk and build our and Poland; just as succession of evils falling 
the mark of houses, and out of whose womb the first trumpet upon the men who had the 
the beast, we are maintained. So that by affected the earth, mark of the beast “ first in 
and upon this I understand iue popish and brought the France, and after that in 
them who clergy and the papal dominions Goths into Ger- Germany, grievous as the 
worshipped and revenues, as they are upheld many. most “noisome sores” and 


his image. 


by them. This, therefore, be- 
gan with the reformation, and 
continued until the time that 


like them indicative of a 
state of corruption and ap- 
proaching dissolution, 


the popish factors and trampery 
were thrown out of as many 
countries of Europe as em- 
braced the reformation. Be- 
ginning with the rise of Zuin- 
glius and Luther in the year 
1516 and 1517, it continued 
to the year 1566, 7. e. about 
40 years, for by that time all 
the reformed churches were 
settled and had published their 
creeds and confessions against 
Rome, 


iG On the In 1566 the wars between the The second vial If this vial respect the 
xvi. 3 Sea. King of Spain and the Nether- is poured out upon papal maritime nations, pat- 
Itbecameas lands began. Though the the sea, %. e. the ticularly Spain and Portu- 
the blood of Spaniards were often victorious popish = maritime gal, (and here also I know 
adead man, at first, yet they were at length powers, Spain, Por- of no interpretation more 
andcvery forced to declare them free tugal, and France: natural) we have seen a 
living states. In 1588 the Spaniards as the second trum- commencement of things in 
soul died lost their vast Armada, In pet affected the sea, those countries, but have 
in the sea, 1598, died Philip LI. of Spain. and brought the not seen the issue... . If 
: Spain, the late terror of the Vandals into Spain the exposition of the vials 
protestants, was brought into and Portugal, 

a languishing condition, and 

the reformed interest was at 

peace everywhere, and conquer- 

ed in Holland and England. 

As the period of this vial began 

in 1566, we may reckon it con- 

tinued about 50 years, 


by the trumpets, adopted 
from Dr, Gill, be just, we 
are as yet but under the 
second vial [1811], which 
for several years has been 
pouring out upon the sea, 
or the maritime papal na-_ 
tions of Spain and Portugal; 
and notwithstanding what 
has taken. place, it may be 
expected that much of it is 
yet to come. 
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G, S. Faber, 1828. B. D. Bogie, 1839, 

On the memorable The site of the first 
26th of August, 1792, vial is the same as the 
an open profession of site of the first trum- 
atheism, and irreligion, pet-—the earth—which 
and infidelity, was made, meant the western em- 
and forthwith acted up- pire in the first case, and 
on by a whole nation after the rise of the papal 
once zealously devoted power, always means the 
tothe papal superstition. catholic countries on the 
Christianity was then continent of Europe. 
formally abolished as a An ulcer is a burning 
notorious and malignant pain,a constant torment, 
imposture, by the gover- and an apt emblem of a 
nors of revolutionary bitter persecution. 
Franee: and so well What a terrible tor- 
did the people second menting _ persecution 
them, that, while not a came on the priests of 
trace of the gospel could Rome, and on the ad- 
be found throughout the herents of the Roman 
reprobate metropolis, Catholic chureh, on the 
every frantic oration in commencement of the 
praise of atheism was revolution in France 
loudly and enthusiasti- (1789), and continued 
cally applauded. through the whole 

period of the power of 
the republic, until its 
close in 1800, is mani- 
fest in the pages of his- 
tory. 

The period usually The site of this judg- 
denominated the reignof ment was literally the 
terror — the dreadful sea, and its fulfilment is 
work of systematic found in the history of 
death and proscription, the naval war between 
commenced on the 2nd Great Britain and 
of September, 1792: and France; from a.p 1793 
the revolutionary tribu- to 1806, The declara- 
nal added daily new vic- tion of war by France 
tims to the thousands against Great Britain 
who had perished at its was the signal for the 
abundantlymarkedcom- out-pouring of the vial 
mencement, Thus up- of wrath which England 
on the kingdom of held in her hand—for 
France, while in a state the commencement of 
of revolution, and tu- the most sanguinary and 
mult, and anarchy, the protracted naval war 
second vial was poured that ever was waged— 
out, and its allegorical a war in which thou- 
waters became like the sands of vessels were 
clotted gore of a mur- captured or destroyed, 


dered man, and tens of thousands of 
lives lost. 
VOL XI.—FOURTH SERIES 


537 
J. Conder, Edward Ash, M.D., 1848, 
1845, 
Ulcerous The sounding of the seyenth 


eruption: trumpet, the woe of which is now 
first out- to be depicted, corresponds with 
break of the the breaking out of the first French 
“French revolution at the close of the 18th 
malignant century. As to the symbol of the 
distemper.” first vial, can we need any more 
1789. satisfactory explanation than that 
which identifies it with that fearful 

outbreak of moral and social evil, 

marked by insubordination, demo- 

cratic violence, cruelty, licentious- 

ness, and atheism, which character- 

ized the opening of the above-men- 

tioned era, and which spread its 

disastrous influence over a large 

portion of the Roman earth, being 

at once the fruit and the chastise- 

ment of that grievous apostacy in 

which it had been so long involved? 


Maritime 
wars, 


1793-1815. 


The symbols of the second and 
third vials, like those of the corre- 
sponding trumpets, plainly tell of 
terrible conflict and slaughter by 
sea and land, in the latter case fall- 
ing more especially upon the great 
river valleys and central districts, 
And when, since the subversion of 
the ancient empire, have these sym- 
bols been so fearfully realized by the 
Roman world as during the long and 
murderous wars which originated in 
the French Revolution? It will 
be observed that there is no mention 
under the vials, as under the trum- 
pets, of “the third part,” because 
the plagues of the former did not, 
like those of the latter, fall upon 
particular divisions of the empire, 
but more or less upon its whole ex- 
tent as it then subsisted under its 
papal head, 
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Those territories of the pa- Thethirdvialwill If the rivers and fount- 
pacy which were as necessary be poured out on the ains of waters denote “ Italy 
to it as rivers and fountains are rivers and fountains, and Savoy,” these countries 
to acountry. In the year 1617, 7, e, the popish uni- may be expected to be the 
Ferdinand being forced upon yersities, colleges, scene of the next great con- 
the Bohemians by the Emperor and schools of learn- vulsions which shall agitate 
Matthias, a foundation for new ing; with all the Europe. And if it be so, it 
quarrels was laid ; for a little popishbooks,written may be a just retribution 
while after another most bloody ¢,, promote error, for the blood of the Wal- 


religious war ensued, which 444 obscure the denses, which was there shed 
shook all the empire, and fright- tytn, in shocking profusion for 
ened Europe. ‘This vial which many SF ell All Eu- 


lasted thirty-one years must be rope previous to the refor- 
supposed to end at the peace of s : th 
Munster, 4. p. 1648: mation was stained with the 


blood of the martyrs; and 
since that memorable era, 
France, and Germany, and 
Spain, and Portugal, and 
Italy, have been deeply en- 
gaged in that impious prac- 
tice. 


This must denote the humili- The fourth vial By the sun is undoubted- 
ation of some eminent poten- will be poured out ly to be understood the su- 
tates of the Romish interest, on the sun, ze, on preme secular government 
whose influences and counte- the pope himself, of what is called the Holy 
nances cherish and support the with all his seventy Roman Empire, which is 
papal cause. And these, there- cardinals, bishops, denominated the beast, and 
fore, must be principally under- and doctors of learn- distinguished by its carrying 
stood of the houses of Austria ing. The pope is or supporting the harlot. 
and Bourbon. Since 1648, thesuninthepopish Its scorching heat cannot be 
France has been made use of world: and this understood of the persecu- 
to vex and scorch the Austrian angel denotes the tion of the faithful; for 
family, and since has been tor- kings of Europe who they would not blaspheme 
mented, in being forced to leave Will be raised up to under it. It would seem 
Holland, and resign all his destroythe pope and therefore to be the galling 
conquests in Flanders. As to all his creatures. tyranny by which the ad- 


the remaining part of this vial herents of the beast will be 
I do humbly suppose that it oppressed; while they yet 
will come to its highest pitch repent not of their deeds, 


about A. D. 1717, and that it 
will run out about the year 
1794. About 1717, I cannot 
but hope that some new morti- 
fication of the chief supporters 
of anti-christ will happen, and 
perhaps the French monarchy 
may begin to be humbled about 
that time, that whcreas the 
present French king takes the 
sun for his emblem, and this 
for his motto, nee pluribus im- 
par, he may before the year 
1794 be forced to acknowledge 
that in respect to neighbouring 
potentates he is even singulis 
impar, 
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Rivers and fountains The site of this judg- Desolation Ip verses 5 and 6, the angel who, 
mean kingdoms and mentisthesameasthat of the as one of God’s ministers on earth, 
communities. On the of the third trumpet, basins of jis supposed to have charge of the 
19th of November, 1792, viz.,Piedmont and Lom- the Rhine, rivers and fountains, is introduced 
a decree of fraternity bardy, which may em- the Danube, jn a highly poetical manner, as ac- 
and military assistance phatically be called the the Po, knowledging the justice of the di- 
to all who were willing land of streams, The 2nd of the yine judgments, symbolized by their 
torise in rebellion against judgment was war of so Alpine pollution, because the inhabitants 
their lawful govern- sanguinary a nature, provinces. of the countries watered by them 
ment, was passed by the that the rivers were ac- 1793—1805. (for example, France and Piedmont,) 


French Convention; tually dyed red with had been foremost among the perse- 
and the several king- blood; and that war was cutors and murderers of God’s 
doms of the divided retributive, being taken faithful people and witnesses. 


Roman empire became on the descendants of 

the seat of a war cha- the persecutors and 

racterized by the most murderers of the pious 

ferocious carnage and inhabitantsofthevalleys. 

the most disorganizing Here Attila shook the 

principles. power of imperial Rome; 
and here Napoleon 
humbled the head of pa- 
pal Rome. 


In the May of the The siteofthefourth Judgment Under the fourth vial we have a 
year 1804, the First- vial is not limited to a upon the symbol corresponding in its nature 
Consul was proclaimed particular region or ele- Imperial with those of the fourth trumpet, 
Emperor of the French: ment. It is the sun— Power: put applied in a widely different 
and the now fully de- the emblem of an empe- Extinction manner. There the obscuration of 
veloped Roman sun, be-ror In 1804,anempe- of the the heavenly bodies plainly denoted 
ing sprinkled with the ror arose towhom power Germanic the fall of ruling powers. Here 
dire contents of the was given to plague Empire. the sun, shining with unwonted and 
fourth vial, blazed with mankind with war. And 1806. _—_ destructive heat, no less plainly de- 


ascorching and ominous men were swept away by notes some monarch or ruler, 
lustre, upon the parched the fiercest wars that possessed of vast power, and exer- 
and prostrate surface of ever were waged: they cising it in such a manner as to 
the allegorical earth. By swore and blasphemed produce extreme and wide spread 
military violence the an- the name of God on ac- misery. Now to what can this 
cient Latin Empire was count of their miseries, point but to the oppressive and 
again under a single real but no reformation from desolating sway of that wonderful 
and effective head, which the errors and idolatries man who, for so many years, was 
bore the completely new of their church was pro- the terrible instrument of God’s 
official title of the duced. One fierce blaze judgments upon the nations, more 
Francie E'mperorship : of war consumed man- especially those of papal Europe? 


and by military violence kind while he reigned ; 
all its.inhabitants were and like a tropical sun, 
still vehemently scorch- his parting beams were 
ed under the rule of as hot, as fiery, as when 
their arbitrarysovereign. he was in the zenith of 
The arts of peace were his power. 

disregarded and despis- 

ed: the science of war 

alone was encouraged 

and cultivated. 
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Vi On the To be poured out on the do- The fifth vial of By the beast we have all 
xvi, 10, SEAT OF minions that more immediately God’s wrath will be along understood hee: ae 

ait rueBeast. belong to, and depend upon, the poured out on the lar government which a 
; Darkness. Roman see, This judgment seat of the beast, 7.¢. head of the other European 
Pain. will probably begin about the the city of Rome governments has supported 
Blasphemy. year 1794, and expire about the and Italy. Fhe the papal Antichrist. This 
Impeni- year 1848, So that the dura- pouring out of God’s certainly has not been the 
tence. tion of it upon this supposition wrath will effect the imperial government of 
will be for the space of fit 7- utter destruction of France but of Germany, to 
four years, For, seeing the pope Rome. This vial which therefore the charac- 
received the title of supreme corresponds withthe ter of the beast belongs. 
bishop no sooner than 606, he fifth trumpet: for as The station from which his 
cannot be supposed to have any that brought in the influence and authority pro- 
vial poured upon his seat imme- eastern and western ceeds, will be his “seat ” or 
diately (so as to ruin his au- Antichrist, who rose throne, or we may say his 
thority so signally as this judg- at the same time,so den, And that which the 
ment must be supposed to do), this vial affects the swellings of Jordan were to 
until the year 1848, which is pope, as the next the lions which made their 
the date of the 1260 years in vial will ruin the dens amongst the thickets 
prophetical account, Turk. growing upon its margin, 
that will the plague be to 
him, causing him, if not to 
quit his den with howlings, 
yet to be very miserable in 
at. 

VI. On the The sixth vial will be poured The sixth vial will As the sixth trumpet re- 
xvi,12— EvupHra- out upon the Mahometan anti- be poured out on the spected the rise of the Turk- 
16, TES. christ, as the former on the great river Euphra- ish power to punish the 

Water dried papacy. And seeing the sixth tes, i.e. the Turkish eastern church, so the sixth 
up that the trampet brought the Turks empire, or eastern vial seems to denote its over- 
way of the from beyond the Euphrates, this Antichrist: and this throw along with that of 
kings of the sixth vial dries up their waves Sense exactly corre- the western church, The 
east may be and exhausts their power, as sponds with the drying up of waters fitly 
prepared. the means and way to prepare sixth trumpet which expresses that diminution 
Three the eastern kings and kingdoms brought the Turks of strength and defence in 
unclean to renounce their heathenish into Europe, a nation which issues in its 
spirits col- and Mahometan errors in order destruction. Preparatory 
Iect the to their receiving Christianity. to the great day of God 
kings of the Three unclean spirits are sent Almighty, we have the 
earth and of out by Satan, and the remains mustering of the forces, 
the whole of the polity and church of The spirit proceeding from 
world to Rome, called the beast and the the dragon, may be a spirit 
battle at false prophet, in order to insin- of diabolical malignity a- 
Armaged- uate upon the eastern nations gainst God and true reli- 
don, upon their deserting Mahomet- 


gion; that from the beast— 
anism, to fall in with their the last head of the Roman 
idolatrous and spurious Christi- empire—that which assumes 
anity, rather than with the true the place of God in the 
reformed doctrine, And these 
messengers shall be so success- 
ful, as to draw these eastern 


kings and their subjects, and and that from the false pro- 
with them the greatest part of phet—the papal hierarchy 
mankind, to take part with of which the pope is the 
them. So that by the assistance head—the spirit of blind 
of these, their agents and mis- 
sionaries, they shall engage the 


consciences of men, and 
converts Christianity into 
an engine of state policy ; 


zeal and religious imposture. 
These three evil spirits, dis- 
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The characteristic A throneisthe symbol 
badge of the fifth vial is of sovereign power; the 
an attack upon the beast is the symbol of 
THRONE of the wild the papacy. It was while 
beast: and the wild beast Napoleon was engaged 
was then existing under in the war with Austria 
his seventh head, or the in 1809, that he sub- 


Francic Emperorship. verted the papal 
Now the undisguised throne. In February, 
principle on which the 1809, having taken 


allies embarked in their military possession of 
final war against Napo- Rome, Napoleon issued 
leon, was no other than a decree, declaring the 
the characteristic badge temporal sovereignty of 
of the fifth vial. They the pope to be wholly at 
did not fight to restrain an end; incorporating 
him but to dethrone Rome with the French 
him, In 1814 and in empire; and appointing 
1815 they declared that a committee of adminis- 
they fought exclusively tration for its civil go- 
against the throne of yernment. He after- 


Napoleon. wards kept the pope five 
years a prisoner at Fon- 
tainebleau. 

Onthe principle ofthe The declension of the 


partial development of Turkish empire com- 
unfulfilled prophecy by menced before the year 
the aid of fulfilled pro- 1814, when we may 
phecy, I can have no suppose the judgment 
hesitation in applying, of the sixth vial began. 
with Mr, Mede, this In 1827 was fought the 
figuratively _ predicted battle of Navarino,which 
circumstance to the lite- destroyed the Turkish 
ral downfall of the Otto- navy, left the Euxine 
man empire. Should open to the Russians, 
the present course of and thus prepared the 
events terminate in the way for their success, 
downfall of that sove- Proofs of the present 
reignty, we shall have a wretchedstateofTurkey, 
positive proof afforded of the decline of its pop- 
to us that the sixth vial ulation,and its approach- 
began to flow in April, ing ruin, are abundant, 
1821, when the Greek The emissaries of the 
insurrection commenced papal church excited the 
with the capture of Pa- kings of Europe to form 
tras. Under the sixth the Holy Alliance, a 
vial, the delusive spirits conspiracy of priests 
so far succeed with the and kings against the 
kings of the earth as to common rights of man, 
form them into one vast and the liberty of na- 
confederacy —an un-tions, The conduct of 
seemly mixture of blas- the sovereigns of France, 
pheming infidels and Spain, Portugal, and 
bigoted Romanists: un- Italy, has amply proved 
der the seventh the an- how much they have 
nounced battle is fought. been under the domina- 
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Judgment In the symbols of the fifth vial 
upon we may discern, with no less clear- 


Rome: ness, the calamities which, during 
Incorpora- the same period, fell upon the pope- 
tion of the dom itself, ending in the forcible 


states of the removal of the then pope to France, 


church and in the incorporation of Rome 
with the and the papal states, with the 
French French empire; events which, in 
empire, the most emphatic sense, filled his 
1809, kingdom (the Romish church) with 
darkness, and his subjects (the 

clergy) with bitter anguish. 
Judgment ‘The plague of the sixth vial will 
upon the be found to consist of events (de- 
Ocsoman picted under two distinct symbols) 
eS which, however important in them- 
Euphratean ives, are yet more so by reason of 
ae their preparing the way for others 


that are to follow at a later period, 
When we remember that the Turk- 
ish power had its origin on the 
borders of the Euphrates, and that 
that celebrated river runs through 
the heart of the empire, we at once 
see that it must be here introduced 
as the symbol of the latter, and 
that the drying up of its waters 
must refer to that progressive wast- 
ing and decay of the Ottoman em~ 
pire, in despite of every effort to 
effect its regeneration, which forms 
one of the most remarkable features 
of the era in which we are living. 
What follows is, however, less plain. 
The interpretation of the passage 
which identifies the kings (not of 
but) from the east with the Jewish 
nation, appears to be wholly unten- 
able. A far more probable one is 
that which regards it as pointing to 
some remarkable and extensive con- 
yersion of the eastern nations and 
theirrulers to Christ. The unclean 
spirits resembling frogs unquestion= 
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cordant as they may be in 
some respects, will be united 
in their opposition to true 
religion. Hence in the great 
battle wherein the beast and 
the false prophet are taken 
(chap. xix.) the whole tri- 
umvirate is engaged against 
him that sat on the horse, 
and against his army. 


When the pope has got him- The seventh vial The moral atmosphere of 
self to the head of this vast will be poured out the world has long been 
Voice from army, and brought them to the into the air, i. e, the polluted by false religion, 


place of battle, Armageddon, whole expanse 


of from which it seems to be 


saying, “It then immediately doth the the kingdom of the the object of this vial to 


is done.” 
Voices ; 
thunders ; 
lightnings ; 
unprece- 
dented 


earthquake; stroys all the Antichristian na- nothing will 
the great tions, particularly Rome or struct the way of this 
city divided mystical Babylon, 


seventh angel pour out his vial beast. 


This vial cleanse it as by a thunder- 


to their ruin and destruction, will clear the whole storm, which thunder-storm 
Poured out on the air, it brings world of all the ene- produces a great earth- 
down thunder, lightning, hail, mies of God, pa- quake, and this the falling 
and storms; which, together gans, Mahometans, to pieces of the great anti- 
with a terrible earthquake, de- and papists, and so christian city, and other 


The sixth the 


kingdom 


ob- cities with it. 


Nor may 
purification of the 


of moral atmosphere be confin- 


into three Vial will probably take up most Christ, which will ed to Christendom, but ex- 


parts. 
Babylon 
recompens- 
ed, Islands 
flee ; 
mountains 
vanish, 
Hail, 
Blasphemy. 


of the time between the year now rise into its me~ 


1848 and the year 2000. Sup- ridian glory, 


posing that the Turkish monarch 
should be totally destroyed be- 
tween 1848 and the year 1900, 
we may justly assign 70 or 80 
years longer to the end of the 
sixth seal, and but 20 or 30 at 
most to the last. How great 
the destruction will be is shown 
from ch, xiv. 19,20. The wine- 
press is there said to be trodden 
without the city, viz, of Jeru- 
salem, or the church. Seeing 
this is called the city in scrip~ 
ture style, as Rome is called the 
great city. What place can be 
so properly meant by Arma- 
geddon as the territory of the 
see of Rome in Italy, which (as 
Mr. Joseph Mede,who first made 
this observation, says) from the 
city of Rome to the further- 
most mouth of the river Po, 
and the marshes of Verona is 
extended the space of 200 
Italian miles, that is exactly 
1600 furlongs. 


tend to the whole earth, 
Paganism, Mahometanism, 
apostate Judaism, and every 
thing which stands opposed 
to the truth, shall now be 
driven out of the world, 
An earthquake is the well- 
known symbol of a revolu- 
tion; and so great and 
mighty a revolution of reli- 
gious principle may well 
justify the description given 
of it. As this vial seems 
to be wholly of a spiritual 
nature, the thunders, and 
lightnings, and earthquake, 
and hail, do not seem to re- 
fer to wars, or to any other 
temporal calamities, but, it 
may be to the effects of 
truth, and to those spiritual 
judgments which shall fall 
on them who continue to 
reject it. The body of 
Antichrist, as I may say, 
will be destroyed by the tem- 
poral sword, as described 
under the preceding vial; 
but the spirit of Christ’s 
mouth shall destroy his 
spirit, 
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tion of Jesuits and 
monks, 
The preclamation,“It The site oftheseventh 


is done,” solemnly an- vial is the air, or atmos- 
nounces the expiration phere of the earth. The 


of the 1260 years. What air has no figurative Tripartition 


is intended by the triple meaning, is no symbol, 
division of Babylon, can and therefore must be 
only be explained by the taken literally. In the 
event: but the earth- air then we must look 
quake plainly relates to for the seventh plague ; 
that final overthrow of and there we find it, in 
the great eity, and to the the prevailing pestilence 
complete dissipation of which has spread over 
the apostate Roman em- Europe and the world— 
pire. The plague ofthe the dreadful Asiatic 
hail, on the principle of cholera. Tumults, com- 
symbolic imagery, de- motions, and wars, a- 
notes some dreadful mong the nations, are 
attack made upon the the accompaniments of 
beast and his adherents, the seventh viak <A 
from that region of the total change of the 
north where in the natu- frame-work ef govern- 
ral world, hail, and snow, ment will be effected, a 
and ice, are generated, total subversion and ex~ 
The battle will he fought tinction of the existing 
andthe wine-press trod- orders in state and 
den in Palestine, for church. The fall of all 
1600. furlongs are found national churches, the 
to be the exact length of extinction of all peers, 
that country. The spiritual and temporal, 
Hebrew name Arma- the spoliation of all 
geddon, xefers us to the church property, the 
same region, Megiddo, abolition of every dis- 
being a town of Pales- tinction, lay and spiri- 
tine, situated between tual, will produce in 
the Dead Sea and the every nation a state of 
Mediterranean, in har- anarchy, and universal 
mony with the parallel execration against the 
prophecy of Dan, xii. J. authors of all these 
miseries. 


J. Conder, 


1845, 


Social 
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ably denote propagators of various 
kinds of error and falsehood. This 
is represented as the means of bring- 
ing about a great confederacy of 
earthly powers in opposition to God 
and his truth, which is to end in 
their utter overthrow by some 
terrible manifestation of his wrath 
and power. Here again we see the 
sixth vial in its peculiar character 
as one of preparation. 


The seventh angel is described as 
pouring out his vial into “the air ;” 
a symbol the meaning of which is 
easily inferred from that of the 
heavenly bodies = for as these have 
their apparent place in the natural 
atmosphere, so the ruling powers 
symbolized by them have theirs in 
that constitution or order of things 
which is often figuratively spoken of 
as “the political atmosphere.” The 
striking correspondence between 
the symbol here employed, and that 
sudden and violent commotion 
which, in the space of a few short 
weeks, has appeared in almost every 
part of this atmosphere, from one 
end of Europe to the other, is too 
manifest to be overlooked. The 
“creat earthquake” plainly denotes 
a political revolution of unprece- 
dented violence and magnitude. 
The symbols, verse 19, point to 
some mighty change in the political 
order of the Roman world, whieh 
will cause its division into three 
great parts, and be accompanied by 
the fall of many of its now existing 
states. Then follow symbols, verse 
20, plainly denoting a widely ex- 
tended subversion of existing insti- 
tutions, even of such as had before 
seemed the most stable and likely 
to endure. Lastly, verse 23, we 
have one most expressively indica- 
tive of unparalleled devastation 
and extreme misery; probably 
pointing more especially to the 
ravages of war, though not neces~ 
sarily to these alone, 


544 


THE CHOICE 


Resprcrrine the choice of an apostle, 
proposed by Peter, and carried into 
effect by the eleven, as recorded in the 
first chapter of the Acts, Mr. Haldane 
observes, “ We have not the same evi- 
dence of this transaction being of God, 
as we have of what was done by the 
apostles after the descent of the Holy 
Ghost. Till that took place they did 
not receive power from on high infalli- 
bly to regulate the concerns of the king- 
dom of Christ. Peter, indeed, proved 
by a quotation from the book of Psalms 


OF MATTHIAS. 


that another was to take the office from 
which Judas by transgression fell. But 
the Lord himself afterwards filled up 
the number of the twelve. Matthias 
was numbered with the eleven apostles, 
but he received his commission by the 
intervention of man, whereas Paul was 
commissioned immediately by the Lord ; 
and therefore he describes himself as 
an apostle, not of men, nor by man, 
but by Jesus Christ, and God the 
Father, who raised him from the 
dead.” 


SERENITY IN DANGER. 


In rounding Cape Horn, a few months 
ago, a vessel, whose passengers and crew 
amounted to fifty persons, was brought 
into circumstances of extreme peril. 
An irresistible gale which had been 
blowing for some days, was driving 
them towards the shore, and at eight 
o’clock in the evening, the captain’s 
computations assuring him that about 
three in the morning the ship would 
strike, and all aboard descend into the 
watery grave, he thought it right to 
inform the passengers of their danger. 
His own heart was heavy too: he had 
beloved relatives in England of whom 
he thought with emotion, while all on 
board was silence, and the wind con- 
tinued to blow with unabated fury. 
“Never shall I forget the scene,” he 
writes, “ when at night Mrs. A , ore 
of the cabin passengers, kissed her 
children before they were put to bed, 
and then turning to me, with tears in 
her eyes, said, ‘Captain, shall I ever 
kiss those dear children again ?’” 
had no words of encouragement to 
offer : the prospect of speedy death for 
all on board seemed certain ; but the 
language of the psalmist occurred to his 
mind,—“ Though I walk through the 


He } 


valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for thou art with me: 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” 
Entering his cabin, he sat down and 
wrote as follows :— 


Shall I fear when I am dying ? 
Shall I shrink from death’s cold tide ? 
Hark! an angel yoice replying, 
Jesus Christ is at thy side. 
Evil from thy path shall flee, 
He is here to comfort thee. 


In my heart his love I'll cherish, 
Sinking in the swelling sea; 
Father, shall thy children perish, 
Who haye put their trust in thee? 
No; thy Son has cross’d the flood, 
And will bring them home to God. 


Still my hope, my strength shall rally, 
When I yield my farewell breath ; 
Through the gloom of that dim valley, 
Darkened by the shade of death, 
Nothing shall my heart then fear, 

Christ, my Lord, is ever near. 


About eleven o’clock, however, the 


gale broke ; the wind shifted, and now the 


exertion made to avoid the shore was 
successful, and gratitude succeeded to 
fear. “ Next morning,” says the captain, 
“when I saw the lines I had written 
the night before, I was led to shed tears 
over them: I found the Lord had indeed 
been with me, and had answered my 
prayers.” 
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FAMILY BIBLE READING. 


MEMORANDA, 


1 Kings xiii. 
Mark vii. 24—37, 
2 Chron, xii,, xiii. 
Mark viii. 1—26, 


Psalms, 


Psalms, 

2 Chron. xiv., xv. 
Mark viii. 27—38, ix. 1, 
2 Chron, xvi., xvii. 
Mark ix, 2—29, 

1 Kings xvi. 23—34, xvii, 
Mark ix, 30—50. 

1 Kings xviii. 

Mark x. 1—3], 

] Kings xix. 

Mark x. 32—52. 

1 Kings xx, 

Mark xi, 1—26, 


Psalms. 

Psalms. 

1 Kings xxi, 

Mark xi, 27—33, xii, 1—17. 
1 Kings xxii. I—40, 
Mark xii, 18—40, 

2 Chron. xix., xx. 1—30. 
Mark xiii. 1—23, 

2 Chron. zx. 35—37, xxi. 
Mark xiii, 24—37, 

2 Kings i., ii. 

Mark xiv. 1—25, 

2 Kings iii. 

Mark xiv, 26—52. 


Psalms, 

Psalms, 

2 Kings iy. 

Mark xiv. 53—72. 

2 Kings v. 

Mark xv. 1—20. 

2 Kings vi. L—23. 

Mark xv. 21—47. 

2 Kings vi. 24—33, vii. 
Mark xvi. 

2 Kings viii., ix. 1—7. 

1 Peter i. 1—21. 

2 Kings ix. 11—37, x. 1—ll. 
1 Peter i, 22—25, ii, 1—12. 


Psalms. 

Psalms, 

2 Kings x, 12—36. 

1 Peter ii. 13—25, iii. 1—7. 
2 Chron. xxii,, xxiii. 

1 Peter iv. 

2 Chron, xxiv. 

1 Peter v. 

2 Chron, xxv. 

2 Peter i. 

2 Kings xiv, 23—29, Jonah i. 
2 Peter. ii. 

Jonah ii., iii, iv. 

2 Peter iii. 
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1832, Joseph Kinghorn (Norwich) d, et 67. 
Clock after sun, 14 seconds. 

1666, Fire of London, 

Moon sets, 42 m, after 8, evening, 


Sunday School Union Lessons, 

2 Kings xx., Acts xi. 

Moon rises, 12 m, after 12, noon, 
Moon sets, 42 m, after 9, evening. 
Baptist Irish Committee. 

Moon’s first quarter, 43 m. past 8, evening. 
Moon rises, 5 m, after 2, morning. 
Moon sets, 2 m. after 11, evening. 
Moon rises, 54 m. after 2, morning. 
Moon sets, 50 m., after 11, night. 
Moon rises, 42 m. after 3, morning. 
Clock after sun, 2 m, 32 seconds, 
1087, William I, died, aged 60, 
Moon sets, 48 m, after 12. 


Sunday School Union Lessons, 

2 Chron, xxxv., Acts Xii. 

569, Mohammed born. 

Moon rises, 31 m. after 5, evening. 
Fraternal meeting of Ministers at 4. 


‘Baptist Building Fund Committee at 6. 


Stepney Commencement. Full moen. 
Moon eclipsed: middle, 19 m. past 6, even. 
1814, Napoleon entered Moscow. 

Moon rises, 1 m. after 7, evening. 

1830, Opening of Manchester railroad. 
Moon rises, 31 m. after 7, evening, 

Moon sets, 29 m. after 9, morning, 

Moon rises, 5 m. after 8, evening. 


Sunday School Union Lessons, 

Jeremiah xxxvi., Acts xiii. 

Clock after sun, 6 minutes, 2 seconds, 
Moon rises, 28 m. after 9, evening. 
Baptist Home Mission Committee at 6. 
Moon’s last quarter, 58 m, past 9, evening. 
Moon sets, 4 m. after 2, afternoon, 

Moon rises, 15 m, after 11, night. 

Clock after sun, 7 minutes, 5 seconds, 
Moon sets, 54 m. after 2, afternoon. 

1795, London Missionary Society formed. 
1834, James Upton (Church-street) died. 
Moon rises, 30 m. after 2, morning. 

1840, Thomas Coles (Bourton) died, 


Sunday School Union Lessons, 
Jeremiah xvii, Acts xiv. 

Clock after sun, 8 minutes, 28 seconds. 
Moon sets, 6 m. after 5, evening, 
Moon rises, 43 m, after 4, morning. 
Moon sets, 32 m. after 5, evening. 
New Moon, 35 m. past 9, morning. 
Clock after sun, 9 minutes, 8 seconds, 
Jewish year 5609 begins. 

1613, New River completed. 

1399, Richard II. died, aged 33. 
Moon sets, 44 m. after 6, evening. 
1770, George Whitfield died, wt. 56. 
Moon sets, 11 m. after 7, evening. 
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REVIEWS. 


The Impending Dangers of our Country ; 
or Hidden Things brought to Light. By 
W. Fercuson, Bicester, Oxon, Author of 
“ The Cottager’s Comprehensive Guide,” 
§c. London: Ward and Co., 12mo. 
pp. viii., 124. 

Though this is but a small book, the 
importance of its subject and the cha- 
racter of its disclosures entitle it to 
prominence. The author, who is pastor 
of a congregational church at Bicester, 
states that he has mingled with the 
working classes in all the principal 
cities and towns in England and Scot- 
land, and preached the gospel to tens of 
thousands of them in twenty-four differ- 
ent counties, availing himself meantime 
of his opportunities to become acquaint- 
ed with their real condition. Itisas a 
witness that he appears before the pub- 
lic; and it appears to us that the most 


serious attention ought to be given to, 


his testimony. 

After an introductory chapter, written 
in the spirit of an evangelist, illustrat- 
ing the indispensableness of Christian 
instruction to the rural population and 
the total ignorance of the plan of sal- 
vation which multitudes among them 
evince, the author treats, in the first 
place, of the cottages and hovels occu- 
pied by the peasantry. No one who is 
acquainted with these habitations can 
be surprised that their inmates are the 
constant victims of low fever, ague, 
and rheumatism. It is a sober fact, the 
author declares, and, were it necessary, 
we could on this point corroborate his 
evidence, that in villages and towns in 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, and 
other counties, great numbers of persons 
of all ages are laid up as permanent 
paupers from diseased joints and limbs, 
the cause of which must be traced to 


their damp mud hovels, their want of 
proper shelter, and the bad quality and 
deficient quantity of their food. In 
such circumstances we have seen many 
pining away in abject wretchedness, 
their poverty being the obvious cause of 


+ their lingering sufferings, some of whom 


were meekly bearing their afflictions in 
the hope of an inheritance in a better 
country ; though, as Mr. Ferguson re- 
marks, it cannot be expected that peo- 
ple thus degraded should have attained 
a high degree of civilization, and neither 
piety nor morality is likely to flourish 
where large families of adults are com- 
pelled to live and sleep in one small 
room, “huddled together more like 
pigs than human beings.” 

The condition of the peasantry in re- 
spect to firing, clothing, and food, is the 
subject of the next chapter. Here we 
find illustrations of the deplorable facts, 
that if field labourers had constant em- 
ployment at the present rate of wages, 
they would not be in a condition to 
clothe themselves and their families ; 
that numbers of them are frequently 
out of work for weeks together, and 
some even for months, in the winter 
season ; that others who have large 
families to provide for are employed 
during a part of the winter half-year, 
by the parish, at the stone-pits, or on 
the highways, at six or seven shillings 
a week wages; that neither lads nor 
femalesare in demand during six months 
out of the twelve; that numbers of 
young men remain idle for months to- 
gether, and not a few of them enter the 
army, not from choice but for a morsel 
of bread; and that poverty and the 
want of employment are the means by 
which a constant supply of poachers and 
thieves are kept on hand. The manner 
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in which the labourer’s earnings are 
usually spent is described by the author, 
and it does not include butcher’s meat, 
cheese, milk, coffee, or sugar. “These 
necessaries of life and useful things,” 
he says, “are out of the peasant’s reach. 
He milks the cows, but others drink the 
milk. He feeds the oxen, but others 
eat the beef. He attends to the swine, 
but others consume the pork. If the 
field-labourer earns afew more shillings 
in hay-time and harvest than he does at 
other seasons of the year, he has to 
work from three o’clock in the morning 
until between eight and nine o’clock at 
night for what he gets; and the few 
shillings which he saves in this way go 
to pay his back rent, and what remains, 
if anything, is laid out in the purchase 
of a few articles of clothing.” 

The next chapter is on “the immo- 
rality, bondage, ignorance, and supersti- 
tion of the peasantry,” and it contains 
statements which are deeply affecting. 
The ale-house is the poor man’s chapel 
of ease, especially on Saturday evenings 
and on the Lord’s day, and many resort 
thither because they have neither firing 
nor comfort at home. “We have known 
instances,” says the author, “in which 
a poor man has gone to a public house 
and asked for a half-penny worth of 
small beer ; he did not, however, go for 
the sake of the beer, but—to use his 
own words—that he might ‘get a 
warm.’” The wretchedness of the ac- 
commodation at night introduces also 
criminal habits of various kinds. “The 
promiscuous intercourse of the sexes, 
both married and single, is carried on 
among the labouring classes to a degree, 
which if the whole truth, so far as it is 
known to us, were to be stated, would 
rend the hearts of the modest and vir- 
tuous, and astonish the friends of mo- 
rality and common decency.” “ The 
immodesty of the young, the licentious- 
ness of the married, the number of 
women of ill-fame in our towns and 
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villages, are such as to threaten the 
utter ruin of that section of the com- 
munity to which we have to look for 
female servants, and to which the hard- 
working man has to look for a partner 
for life.” The poverty and ignorance of 
the industrious classes are, in the au- 
thor’s opinion, the grand source of their 
immorality ; while means are adopted 
by influential parties to perpetuate their 
ignorance, and prevent their attendance 
upon that instruction which would be 
best adapted to reform them. “There 
are many villages in almost every 
county in the south,” he affirms, “in 
which neither the methodists nor the 
independents could procure a building- 
site at any price. There are scores of 
such locked-up parishes in Oxfordshire ; 
and what is still worse, the poor people 
are not allowed to hear what preacher 
they please. They are not suffered to 
enter a dissenting place of worship. 
They are even forbidden to read the 
Religious Tract Society’s tracts. Mem- 
bers of Christian churches, who serve 
under certain masters, dare not let it 
be known that they are Christian dis- 
senters.” 

The failure of the state church as a 
religious institution among the peasantry 
is also shewn. Many of the clergy are 
acknowledged to be kind and humane, 
but reasons are assigned why they are 
not the men, and never can be the men 
for the times in which we live. “They 
are too high in rank and station—too 
aristocratic in blood and education—to 
meet the spiritual wants, and to remove 
the woes, by which the peasantry are 
afflicted. They are not adapted to their 
work ; neither is the church of which 
they are ministers an institution which 
can benefit the rural peasantry to any 
telling extent.” The condition of this 
degraded, uneducated, alienated race is 
the condition, in large districts, of “a 
people who are true to their church, 
and never enter a dissenting place of 
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worship.” “What has the established 
church done,” asks Mr. Ferguson, “ suc- 
cessfully to regenerate, educate, and 
elevate, the poor and care worn labourer 
and his family, in those districts in 
which she has been neither checked, 
nor excited and stimulated to action, 
by the dissenters? And these are the 
places in which we must, in justice to 
all parties, try the real merits of an 
establishment.” 

Details are given in Mr. Ferguson’s 
small volume illustrative of these general 
statements—cases of extreme distress 
and hardship. We cannot forbear to 
cite one ar two specimens. 


“ Another field-labourer, who is a pious Wes- 
leyan methodist, and well known to us, had to 
leave his parish hovel some time back, to make 
room for another person who was coming to the 
place to live with his own aged mother ; and, 
as it is not an uncommon thing in a rural vil- 
lage to find two families stowed in one and the 
same small cottage or hovel, the poor man, with 
a large family, being thus stowed up in a miser- 
able cottage, was compelled by the parochial 
authorities to give place to another person. 
He took shelter at the union-house; but he 
had no sooner done so than one of the village 
farmers said that he would employ him. The 
poor man returned to his parish, went to work, 
but when night came he could not find a single 
room in the village in which his family could 
take shelter, They sat down under a hedge, 
and there spent the night, in the depth of win- 
ter, and during a snow storm! Next day he 
returned te the workhouse. ‘The Guardians 
wrote to the Commissioners to know how they 
should act. ‘The Commissioners decided that, 
as the peasant had work to go to, he must be 
sent back to his parish. He went back, but 
still he could not get a cottage. We stated his 
case to the clergyman of the parish, who is 
also a poor-law guardian and county magistrate, 
The reverend gentleman felt for the ill-fated 
man and his family, spoke well of them, but he 
could not find them a cottage. What became 
of this poor and badly-used family at last, we 
know not; but believe that they got into a 
shed, coal-house, or hovel, there to spend their 
days of earthly sorrow and spiritual joy in the 
midst of trouble.”—pp. 33, 34, 

“A poor man died, a few months back, in 
the county of Oxford, in whose house there 
was nothing, with the exception of cold water, 
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that his large family of eight persons could 
either eat or drink. The sufferer begged hard 
for a cup of tea to quench his dying thirst, but 
though the water was there, the tea was not. 
The dying man talked much about his little 
motherless girl, who is two years of age, and 
exclaimed, ‘O Agnes! O Agnes! I would not 
care if I knew of any person who would take 
you for your parish allowance, so that you 
would not have to go to the house,’ meaning 
the union workhouse.” 


These are topics on which we hope 
that many of our readers will meditate. 
The volume before us confines itself to 
the condition of the agricultural labourer, 
but the condition of the operatives in 
our manufacturing districts, in many 
cases, is similar, and these, with the 
rapid approximation to the same state 
of classes that were till recently in more 
comfortable circumstances, do constitute 
emphatically, “The impending dangers 
of our country.” How can a country 
enjoy permanent peace or prosperity in 
which there are hundreds of thousands 
in such wretchedness, moral, social, and 
physical? For what mischief is not a 
population ripe which has become 
habituated to such hopeless misery? 
And what must be expected from the 
righteous judgment of the Sovereign 
Ruler, if the religious classes of a 
community hold their peace when their 
inferiors in station are ground down 
and trampled over thus? ‘“ Whoso 
stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, 
he also shall cry himself, but shall not 
be heard.” 

Dissenters have been for a long time 
we believe, generally speaking, the best 
friends of the poor in this country; yet 
there has been, even among them, we 
think, too much apathy in respect to the 
physical wants of the necessitous, and 
too much silence in respect to those 
measures which have aggravated the 
evil. We have now, however, arrived 
at a crisis at which the public safety 
demands attention to the subject. As 
to the spiritual interests of the poor 
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also, have not the extremely poor, 
ignorant, and brutal, been too much 
overlooked? Have we net been too 
exclusively intent on establishing what 
might be eventually self-supporting 
stations? Have not the churches been 
too anxious to obtain ministers whose 
talents and mode of address might 
attract hearers whe would sustain the 
cause by their pecuniary contributions ? 
Is there not truth in the allegation of 
this author, that “the clergy of the 
church of England are not the only 
parties whose ministerial labours are 
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not adapted to benefit the degraded 
masses?” There are some things in 
his chapter of “ Hints and Suggestions ” 
that are not quite to our taste; but we 
think that he is right when he speaks 
of “the metaphysical preaching and dry 
essays of too many dissenting ministers, 
whose present method of preaching the 
gospel to the working classes is too 
tame, artificial, formal, and apathetic ;” 
and we are quite sure that he is right 
when he says, “ These are not the times 
to pass by the physically, morally, and 
socially wounded.” 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


Hore Biblice Subatice. Sabbath Scripture 
Readings by the late Tuomas CHALMERS, 
D.D., £.L.D. In two volumes. Vol. I. 
Edinburgh ; Sutherland and Knox, Lon- 
don: Hamilton, Adams, and Co., square 8vo. 
pp. 486. 


This volume constitutes the fourth of the 
Posthumous Works of the late Dr. Chalmers, 
edited by his son-in-law, Dr. William Hanna, 
It contains notes on every chapter of the New 
Testament, yet it is of a different character 
from every other exposition or commentary with 
which we are acquainted. It is not explanatory, 
but consists of devout meditations intended for 
the writer’s private use. His plan appears to 
haye been, after having read a chapter to apply 
its contents to his own case, and write down 
whatever struck him as most pertinent to his 
character and circumstances, mingling with his 
observations appropriate prayers. His chief 
object was evidently to preach to his own heart, 
and so to work the scriptures into his mind that 
he might be assimilated to them in spirit and 
act habitually under their influence. He af- 
fords in these meditations a remarkable exem- 
plification of the hungering and thirsting after 
‘righteousness which our Lord represents as one 
of the characteristics of true religion. The 
frankness of the confessions that occur, and the 
undisguised revelation of the internal man that 
is made throughout, afford a humbling view of 
human nature in its best estate; and we feel 
ourselves in reading it introduced into the 
privacy of the author’s inmost thoughts in a 
manner which renders the work peculiarly in- 
teresting. The pleasure derivable from it is, 
however, to us in some degree painful, as we 
feel in perusing it as though we were prying 
into secrets which no man would willingly ex- 
pose to fellow mortals; yet, in the state of en- 
tire devotedness to the glory of God and perfect 
self-renunciation, into which the venerable au- 
thor has now entered, it is conceivable that he 
would readily consent to this post mortem in- 


vestigation, in the hope that his mental biogra- 
phy might be useful to others. The meditations 
are admirably adapted to be read with the 
scriptures in private devotion, and they might 
be advantageously used by some families in daily 
worship. They were written when the author's 
experience was most mature, having been begun 
in October, 1841, and finished in September, 
1846. 


An Explanation of the Embossed Systems, 
adopted in the United Kingdom, for Edu- 
cating the Blind; by Grorcr A. Hucues, 
Professor of General Instruction : including 
Music, Thorough Bass, and Musical Writing 
for the Sightless. London: to be had of the 
Author, at his Establishment for the Blind, 
No. 14, Great Portland Street, Cavendish 
Square, and of all booksellers in Great 
Britain: pp. 24. 


To all who have relatives afflicted with the 
loss of sight, we earnestly commend this tract, 
which unfolds plans deserving of attention, 
both on account of their apparent simplicity, 
and because the author, being himself blind, i 
able to form a more correct estimate of the 
wants and difficulties of the persons to whom 
his contrivances apply, than others who have no 
practical acquaintance with the inconveniences 
from which they suffer. 


Schools of Ancient Philosophy. Religious 
Tract Society, Monthly Series, pp. 192. 
The writer has evinced perfect familiarity 

with the subject, and has condensed into a 

small compass a large amount of information. 


Deception ; and Frederick Marsden the Faith- 
ful Friend. Tales for Youth. London: 
Grant and Griffith, pp. 72 and 50. 

Adapted to children of about ten years of 
age, to whom we the more cordially commend 
them, because, unlike many of their class, their 
descriptions of personal religion are such as we 
deem to be in agreement with the word of God, 
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AMERICA. 


NEW BRUNSWICK, EASTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIA- 
TION. 


For the information contained in the fol- 
lowing paragraphs we are indebted to the 
Christian Visitor, a paper published at Saint 
John, New Brunswick, and edited by the 
Rey. E. D. Very. 


On Monday, July 17th, the Rev. John 
Francis preached the annual sermon from 
Psalm exxxviii, 2, “ For thou hast magni- 
fied thy word above all thy name.” The 
subject of this discourse was exceedingly 
appropriate, and deliyered with great earnest- 
ness ; and it is very rarely we hear a sermon 
to which we listen with so much satisfaction 
as we did to this. It was full of sharp points 
to disturb the indolent, especially such as 
idolize ignorance and glory in their own.com- 
petence to teach others, 

At the close of the sermon a collection was 
taken up for domestic missions, after which 
the association organized by the choice of 
elder Joseph Crandal for moderator, elder J. 
C. Skinner, brother J. Newcomb, clerks, the 
remainder of the forenoon was occupied in 
the appointment of the several committees, 

In the afternoon the letters were read, some 
of which were indeed cheering, recounting 
revivals and present prosperity. The letters 
showed that there were in the association 32 
churches, 24 ordained ministers, and 8 licen- 
tiates. That there had been during the past 
year 144 additions by baptism, 19 by letter, 
9 restored, 6 removed, 17 dismissed, 22 ex- 
cluded, 33 died. Total number of members 
2333. 

In the evening, Rey, S. Robinson preached 
a sermon, which was listened to with the 
greatest eagerness, from Rev. xix, 12, ‘ And 
on his head were many crowns,” The sub- 
ject was happily chosen, and well calculated 
to comfort Christians and excite to good 
works, 

Tuesday, a.m. The several committees 
commenced their reports, which occupied, 
with the accompanying addresses, the greater 
part of the day. ‘The forenoon being devot- 
ed to education, foreign missions, and the 
bible cause; the afternoon to special business. 
Many interesting addresses were made in the 
course of the day, and its exercises were 
closed by a sermon from brother C, Spurden, 
from 1 John ii. 1, “ And if any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous.” This sermon, which 
was brief, presented in a clear light the Sa- 
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yiour’s office of intercessor, and interested all. 
Elders Joseph Crandal, and D, Crandal, and 
J. Masters followed. 

Wednesday, a. m., at half- past five o’clock, 
the delegates met to close up the business, 
receiving and acti:.g upon the reports in re- 
lation to sabbath schools, domestic missions, 
&c., that the forenoon of the day might be 
spent in devotional exercises, in which two 
and a half hours were most delightfully spent 
by those who remained. Some had left for 
their distant homes, but those who remained 
were abundantly compensated for the time. 

The devotional exercises, from the first 
meeting on Saturday to the close, were of a 
deeply interesting character, and the early 
prayer meetings were well attended. 

Elder Crandal, before our separation, com- 
municated the weleome information that 
these exercises had roused up a sense of duty 
in some who were living in neglect of the 
Saviour’s commands, and that two had al- 
ready concluded to offer themselves for bap- 
tism the next Lord’s day, when he would be 
present for the purpose and preach. 

The Committee appointed to examine into 
the state of sabbath schools, reported, “ That 
a general agent, deyoted exclusively to this 
object, is much needed in this province, and 
that other information than that contained in 
the letters from the churches, cannot be ob- 
tained for want of such an agent. That 
according to the letters from the churches, 
there are only 11 churches enjoying the bene- 
fit of sabbath school instruction, and 18 
churches that make no mention of sabbath 
schools. That in 7 schools there are 500 
scholars, 74 teachers, nearly 300 volumes of 
the holy scriptures, and 1124 volumes in 
their libraries. That the Colporteur com- 
mittee had remedied the great want of proper 
books for sabbath schools, and that interest 
had been given and much benefit realized 
therein through said committee. That this 
committee deeply regret that so many 
churches deprive themselves of this very 
efficient method of mental training by Sun- 
day schools, and insist that the advanced 
state of religion in our favoured province, 
makes it imperatively necessary that every 
pastor, licentiate,and member of our churches, 
do engage in this cause, and endeavour to 
impress the mind with the necessity of every 
church engaging therein.” 

TOLERATION IN NEW GRANADA. 

Our readers) are already aware that this 

South American Republic, has become of 


INTELLIGENCE. 


special interest to the inhabitants of this 
country, in consequence of the late treaty, 
which secures the right of way across the 
isthmus of Panama to the government and 
people of the United States. In that ar- 
rangement we have no doubt that the inte- 
rests of both countries will be promoted. 
Along the line of transit, towns will spring 
up and attract immigrants from all countries. 
Immigration is greatly desired by the goyern- 
ment of New Granada, and in order to secure 
it, they have determined to offer large induce- 
ments in the shape of lands and privileges. 
Among these privileges is the most ample re- 
ligious toleration, A pamphlet issued by 
the government of New Granada, and to be 
obtained from the consul in this city, is the 
source of our information. — New York 
Recorder, July 5. 


ASIA. 
ARRACAN. 


The Macedonian has a letter from Mr. 
Abbott, dated Sandoway, Feb. 12, full of 
Christian ardour and hope. “ He had just 
spent five or six weeks visiting the Karen 
churches in the jungles, of which he gives in- 
teresting accounts. The thirty native preach- 
ers too, won his approval, with a single 
exception, for the manner in which they had 
performed their duties during his absence. 
One of the native pastors during that period 
had baptized six hundred; and another, five 
hundred and fifty. Mr. Abbott speaks of 
districts north of Bassein and Pantanau where 
twelve hundred converts wait for baptism. 
Verily, what hath God wrought among the 
Karens !” 


EUROPE. 
GERMANY. 


In a letter to Mr. S. Wilkin, Mr. Oncken 
writes thus :— 


“J have just returned from Pest and Vi- 
enna, but have no time at present to give 
even a sketch of my tour. [I can only say 
that I cannot leave my post at present to beg. 

«“ The Lord has sent from America 3500 m., 
and the remaining 7000 will and must come. 

“The whole of Hungary and Austria is open 
before us. I send 20,000 tracts, bibles, and 
testaments, to Pest and Vienna this week ; 
and 40,000 Hungarian tracts will be printed 
shortly. In the Silesian mountains, I im- 
mersed nine conyerted Roman Catholics, 
preached four times at Vienna, and had, for 
six days, every day a service at Pest. 

“ Brother Lange is on the point of death ; 
brother Kébner and Kruger, very ill; so that 
I must remain here. 

“Brother Reichard is just returned from a 
seven weeks missionary tour to the Hartz | 
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mountains ; and from every quarter we are 
met with the cry,‘ Come over and help us.’ ” 

A small publication has just been issued by 
Mr. Oncken, respecting which he says, 
“ Brother Kébner, Schauffler, and myself, 
have, after much deliberation and prayer, 
thought it advisable, under present circum- 
stances, to usher the Manifest into the world. 
The world have, alas, known nothing of 
Christianity, but the distorted form, and the 
lost life and spirit in which ft appears in state- 
churches, and hence the world rejects all 
Christianity as an invention of cunning, self- 
interested priests.” 

Contributions in aid of the important work 
in which Mr. Oncken is engaged, will be 
gladly received by Mr. Wilkin, from whom 
we have received this, at 136, Long Acre ; 
or Mr. Rothery, 71, Aldermanbury. 


Since the foregoing paragraphs were in 


| type, another letter has been received, dated 
| August 12th, in which Mr, Oncken says, 


| * Tt is impossible to leave my post at present, 


when the ‘ Come over and help us,’ meets us 
in every direction, when innumerable en- 
gagements fill up my time, and when two of 
my most valuable fellow Jabourers, Kobner 
and Lange, are laid aside. Under such cir- 
cumstances will not our more wealthy brethren 
give us what God requires? I am quite sure 
we shall, some how or other, not be allowed 
to be brought to confusion before the world. 
I propose writing an appeal, with an account 
of our present positions, &c., next week, to 
be inserted in the Baptist and Primitive. 

“ Next week I purpose visiting Schleswig, 
where we hope soon to have a little church. 
Two sisters in the Lord, from that place, 
were immersed here a fortnight ago. 

“ We are increasing our labourers as much 
as possible, I have requested two brethren 
in Hesse and Baden, to come to Hamburg, 
with a view to have them employed as col- 
porteurs and missionaries. 1 ought to be 
constantly from home, as the most pressing 
invitations come in from various quarters, but 
it is impossible, as the work at and around 
Hamburg is also requiring my aid. 

“ You are quite at liberty to publish the 
‘ Manifest’ in English.” 


—_————- 


ANNUAL MEETING. 
BAPTISE BUILDING FUND. 


The twenty-third general meeting of this 
society was held in Salter’s Hall chapel, 
Cannon-street, on Tuesday, July 11th, 1848, 
Joseph Fletcher, Esq., the treasurer, in the 
chair. The report of the Committee read on 
the occasion was as follows :— 

“The close of a period which has been 
devoted to any work of interest, whether po- 
litical, commercial, or religious, affords an 
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opportunity for that calmness of reflection, 
and impartiality of judgment, which tends to 
confirm in the mind the excellence of the 
object sought, the advantages to be gained, 
and the necessity for an extension of effort. 
And the Committee of the Baptist Building 
Fund, in taking a review of the past year, 
are led to perceive by the lapse of time, and 
the teaching of experience, the importance of 
an enlarged support, in reference to this 
branch of machinery ; forming no insignifi- 
cant auxiliary to those other existing institu- 
tions which have in view the salvation of 
mankind and the glory of the Redeemer. 

“ With the other societies of the denomi- 
nation this has suffered in its funds; but 
contemplating a year of sueh depression, 
change, and gloom, as that through which we 
have passed, it furnishes rather a motive for 
gratitude, that under such unfavourable cir- 
cumstances, so much should haye been done, 
than of lamentation that more has not been 
accomplished. 

“ Through all the fluctuations which take 
place around us, Truth like a mighty pillar 
stands erect ; untouched by all the commo- 
tions which sadden humanity ; and this con- 
solation remains for the devout Christian, 
that the gospel, in its principle and essence, 
is unchanged, and that the same instrument- 
ality is necessary for its progress and triumph. 

“ Your committee however have reason to 
congratulate the subscribers to the Baptist 
Building Fund, that the amount of gifts and 
loans has not been suffered to exceed the in- 
come; and also that the assistance which 
has been afforded in /oans, will return into 
their hands for the aid and benefit of other 
churches which shall hereafter require it. 

“ In some cases however where application 
is made for assistance, a small gift is more 
serviceable than a loan, and your committee 
therefore in such instances adhere to the 
original practice. 

* Your committee having on former occa- 
sions enlarged on the importance and adyan- 
tages of the loan fund principle, announce 
with pleasure that hitherto the success of the 
plan has surpassed the sanguine expectations 
of those who assisted in its formation. The 
instalments continue to be regularly paid at 
the stated periods, and judging from the 
numerous applications for this mode of assist- 
ance, and the good security offered for the 
return of the loan, we have at once an argu- 
ment for the importance, and a proof of the 
necessity and efficiency, of such a society. 

“ Your committee must not omit to notice, 
and prominently exhibit, one peculiar trait in 
the constitution of the Baptist Loan Fund, 
that it cannot die. Other institutions receive, 
spend, and often sink for want of a continua- 
tion of support ; but your institution has a 
very different, an abiding basis. Your 
treasurer retains no money, all that is sub- 
scribed is /en¢ and placed in operation imme- 
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diately ; but mark the difference; one 
twentieth part of all so lent is returned half- 
yearly, and again is lent by your committee 
to the next church in rotation on the approy- 
ed list. A gift of one hundred pounds, or of 
any sum, more or less, is to its extent a per- 
manent addition to the funds at the disposal 
of the committee for the assistance of the 
churches. 

“Your committee are quite aware, and the 
fact is impressed deeply upon their minds, 
that the means at their command are totally 
inadequate to the applications made for help. 
There are twenty cases now awaiting their 
decision, with debts amounting to nearly 
£7000. The interest on this sum, viz., £350, 
is annually raised and paid without in the 
least degree diminishing the debt. If at the 
present time, loans equal to the amount of 
debt could be granted, ten years extra exer- 
tion, by raising ten per cent. would liberate 
those churches from their burden. The peo- 
ple would be encouraged in the work by the 
certainty that their laborious exertions and 
self-denial would have their reward, and this 
committee would have the privilege of dis- 
tributing on loan the first year £700 to help 
other necessitous churches. This society 
however it must be remembered, is one which 
does not promise any gain to its subscribers 
beyond the pleasure which always arises from 
an exercise of liberality. It does not exist 
for purposes of speculation. Its aim is not 
to make the “ Father’s house, an house of 
merchandize.” To those who are anxious to 
see our churches free from the anxiety of an 
overwhelming debt, and their members at 
liberty for works of usefulness, this society 
offers sufficient inducement for support ; but 
the subscriptions are given, the donors “ not 
hoping to receive again.” 

From these statements it is obvious that 
until this institution shall meet with much 
more general and increased support, its use- 
fulness must be contracted to a very narrow 
sphere. In many instances the burden of 
debt upon a place of worship falls upon an 
individual quite incompetent to bear it ; and 
the result is, personal ruin, and great occasion 
given “to the enemy of the Lord to blas- 
pheme.” 

“Your committee are firmly persuaded 
that unless a very liberal and extended sym- 
pathy shall be shown towards some of the 
churches of the country, a serious barrier will 
be interposed, which will frustrate the exer- 
tions of many Christians in endeavouring to 
promote the happiness of the world, and the 
honour of God. Can a minister feel un- 
shackled in the enunciation of the truth, 
while a heavy debt rests upon the building 
which has been raised for the divine glory ; 
but the real ownership of which may be in 
unsanctified hands? Can a people pursue 
with freedom and pleasure any measures for 
the evangelization of the world, while per- 
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mitted only on sufferance to meet in that 
temple which has been consecrated with tears 
and prayers to God? In any case such a 
burden must considerably tend to throw a 
shade over the prospects and exertions of a 
Christian church. It is also important to 
press upon the consideration of the denomi- 
nation, that though in its details the objects 
of the loan fund may appear to be ofa secu- 
lar character, they have in reality a spiritual 
bearing. The enquiry, How shall they hear 
without a preacher? may appropriately be 
followed by the question, How shall they 
assemble without a sanctuary 2 And obser- 
vation will confirm the truth of the statement, 
that the gospel has been hindered or failed to 
be promoted, either through the want of a 
place of meeting, or a debt resting upon the 
chapel after its completion. And if the case 
is looked upon in all its bearings, an institu- 
tion such as is now commended to the notice 
of the denomination will be found a valuable 
and powerful auxiliary in the dissemination 
of religious truth. 

“ With a view to extend the influence and 
efficiency of the Baptist Building Fund, 
your committee deemed it right to seek the 
co-operation of the Baptist Union to assist in 
making known to the members cf our coun- 
try churches, the existence of such a fund, 
and the principle on which it is based, in 
order to obtain the pecuniary support of the 
body at large. An arrangement was there- 
fore made, and a deputation attended, the 
last annual session of the Union, when the 
case was laid clearly and forcibly before the 
members; and the result is, that a meeting 
has been appointed for a mutual conference, 
which we trust will issue in the advancement 
of our objects, and the more cordial assistance 
of the denomination. 

“Tn conclusion, your committee would 
ground an appeal for aid on the consideration 
that the churches seeking help from this fund, 
are generally speaking composed of the work- 
ing classes. Towards these, our poorer 
brethren, great sympathy is professedly mani- 
fested, and many exertions are being made 
for an amelioration of their condition. By 
the poor of this world, but rich in ‘ faith,’ 
noble sacrifices have been made, and almost 
insurmountable difficulties overcome in order 
to testify their ‘zeal for the Lord ; of them 
it may be truly recorded, that in a great trial 
of affliction, ‘the abundance of their joy, and 
their deep poverty, abounded unto the riches 
of their liberality.’ They still seek our help, 
and every motive which it is possible to urge, 
should excite us to renewed and continued 
exertion in this work. 

«“ When a building is erected for the pur- 
poses of worship, a monument is thereby 
raised to the sufficiency and glory of Christian 
principle. But when the cry is heard, ‘Come 
over and help us,’ and a very inadequate re- 
sponse is made to the appeal, we leave room 
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for scepticism to doubt whether -Christianity 
is that bond of brotherhood which it repre- 
sents itself to be. 

“ LET THE GLORY OF THE cross be but the 
guiding star of all our efforts, and no despond- 
ency will ever throw a shade over our hopes 
or desires ; ‘the mountains and hills shall 
break forth into singing, and all the trees of 
the field shall clap their hands.’ ” 


Tt was then moved by Mr. N. Eastty, and 
seconded by Mr. W. Bowser : 


“J, That the Report now read be adopted, printed, 
and circulated under the direction of the committee. 
And this meeting, having observed with pleasure the 
efficient operation of the institution, is convinced 
that the more general support of the Baptist Build- 
ing Fund by the denomination would greatly benefit 
the churches throughout the country.” 


Moved by Mr. W. H. Watson, and second- 
ed by Mr. Merrett : 


“TI, That the following be the rules of the 
society :— 


“J. That the object of this Fund be to assist by 
gift or loan without interest in the building, en- 
largement, or repair of places of worship belonging 
to the particular or Calvinistic baptist denomination 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


“TI. That the business of the Fund be managed 
by a committee consisting of the treasurer, secre- 
tary, solicitor, and twenty-four subscribers, with 
power to fill up vacancies ; five of which committee 
shall form a quorum. 


“TII, That all ministers of the denomination 
shall be entitled to attend and vote at all meetings 
of the committee. 


“TV. That three trustees shall be appointed, in 
whose names any sums of money may be invested 
that may be given or bequeathed to the Fund for 
that purpose. 


“VV. That an annual meeting of the subscribers 
be held in the month of July, when a report of the 
proceedings of the committee during the preceding 
year shall be presented, and the officers and other 
members of the committee chosen. 


“VI. That at such annual meeting two auditors 
chall be appointed. 


“VII. That the following regulations be adopted 
for the guidance of the committee in the admission 
and relief of cases. 


«©4. That regard be had to the following points :— 

«© That the building, repair, or enlargement was 
necessary. 

“¢ That the parties concerned sought the advice, 
and obtained the sanction, of respectable in- 
dividuals belonging to neighbouring churches 
before they began to build. f 

“* That nothing has been expended in super- 
fluities, or wasted by mismanagement. ‘ 

“© That the people themselves have contributed 
according to their ability. 

«That there is a reasonable prospect of the 
place being adequately supplied with the 
ministry of the word. : 

«9, That the deeds or attested copies thereof be 
sent up for the inspection of the cominittece. 

«3. That when an application is made by writ- 
ing or otherwise to the secretary, a printed 
letter be immediately sent containing a series 
of enquiries corresponding with the above 
particulars to be returned with the answers 
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annexed, and that the signatures of two 
neighbouring ministers be requested to such 
retumn. 

“4, That, except when peculiar circumstances 
shall in the unanimous judgment of the com- 
mittee render a deviation desirable, cases be 
assisted in the order of their application. 

«¢5. That an engagement be entered into by par- 
ties applying for assistance, that contributions 
be not solicited from the subscribers to this 
Fund.” ’ 


~ Moved by Mr. Penny, and seconded by 
Rey. E. Davies : 


- “TII."That'the following be the committee and 
officers for the year ensuing :-— _ 


Treasurer. 
JoserH Fierciter, Esq., Union Dock, Limehouse. 


‘Secretary. 


Mr. Joun EAstry, 2, Victoria Terrace, Upper 
Grange Road, London. 


Committee. 
Mr. G. BAYLEY.” 
Mr. WiLtiAM BatLEy, 
Mr. W. BowsER. 
Mr. A. T. Bowser. 
Mr. Joun DANForRD. 
. R. 8. Drxon. 
. N. Eastty, 
Mr. Jonn Happon. 
. T. HAWKINS, 
. THOMAS MERRETT. 
Mr. James OLIver. 
Mr. Joun Penny. 
Mr-Perto, M.P. 
Mr. StrepHEN PEWTRESS. 
Mr. M. Poors, 
Mr. Samuet Ripiey. 
Mr. SpurDEN, 
My. J. SHOVELLER. 
Mr. W. SwinsTEap,” 
Mr. Jonn WALKDEN. 
Mr. J. Warmineron. 
Mr. R. WILLIAMs, 
Mr. B. C. Witmsuunst 
Mr. J. C. Woonuacorr. 


Auditors. 
Messrs. W. Bowser and N. Eastry 


Collector. 


Rey. C, Woonnacort, 4, Compton-street East, 
¢ Brunswick-square. 


Solicitor. 
W. H. Watson, Esq., Bouyerte-street, Flect-street, 


Moved by Mr. J. C. Woollacott, and 
seconded by Mr. John Eastty : 


“TV, That the thanks of this meeting be present- 
ed to Joseph Fletcher, Esq., for his kindness in pre- 
siding at this meeting, and also to the Rey. 8. J. 
Davis and members of the church at Salter’s Hall, 
for the use of the place on this occasion,” 


ee 


List of cases relieved by Gifts, since the last 
annual meeting :— 


Culnstoak’ iieiiividusnietes 10 
BRED WICK wcistscctsisncyssarsevcedaree OD. 
Lianvihangel Ystremllewern,,.. 20 
MachyMUGUH jirenuvuratiican 6 


68 
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List of cases relieved by Loan, since the 
last annual meeting :— 


£ 
Carsalem Newydd.....sccsssereres 100 
Aston Clinton ..... see LOO 


we 50 
Merthyr Tydvil, second church 100 
Lianaaintfiraid ...,.....00seerrece 100 
Leighton Buzzard ........ses000.. 100 
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The amount distributed during the past 
year in Gifts and Loans, is £618. 


ASSOCIATIONS. 
WESTERN. 


This association consists of the following 
churches :— 


Appledore ....sssisrtsad. BE. Ball. 
Ashwater, Muckworthy A. Facy. 


BaMPtOM. .ccsgctcesyeressuee W-. WV LEON, 
Barnstaple . .R. Cameron. 
Bideford...... .W. Clarke. 
Bradninch . ..C. Baker. 
Brayford 


Ww. Cutcliffe. 


..T, Baker. 
.J. Merchant. 


Croyde. ... 


Culmstock, Preseott...... J. H. May. 
Dorchester.,.........60..405. SiINCOX, 
Exeter, South-street ...... G. Gould. 


Do. Bartholomew-yard J. Bigwood. 
IRC we. cancbytchepsicn H. W. Stembridge. 
Hemyock ... R. Serle. 
Highbridge . 
Honiton vis. 
Horsington ...... 
Isle Abbotts .. 


..T. H. Gauntlett. 
«D. Bridgman. , 


le) 
w 
co 
5 


g- 
Loughwood J. Stembridge. 
Lyme ........ A. Wayland 
Minehead ,, -.C. Elliott.’ 
Montacute..... i 


Newton Abbott. ..... 
Newton St. Petrock, 
North Curry ....... 


Shaldon ........ a8 Sarah. 
South Molton, sed Teall.’ 
Stogumber.......... «J. G. Fuller. 


St. Hill, Kentisbere . 
Street: vedere 
Taunton., 


..-H. Crossman. 
J. Little. 


. +S. G. Green. 
Thorverton . c 
Tiverton... E. 8S. Webb. 
Torrington... + D. Thompson, 
Torquay. ‘ 
Uffeulm .. -T. Blackmore, 


Upottery .. 
Watchett .. 
Wellington ,. 
Weymouth .,, 
Wincanton ..........0004..6. Day. 

Yarcombe .....cseeed» Pulman 
YeOvVih si nctsnevivaksedscredby SAMOS) 


The annual meeting was held at Exeter on 
the 14th and 15th of June. Mr. Bigwood 
was chosen moderator, and the secretary, 


J, Chapman. 
+S. Sutton, 
«J. Baynes. 
«J. Trafford, 
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Mr. Trend, was re-appointed. Sermons were | Souls,” was read, 


preached by Messrs. Sincox and Wayland. 
It having been agreed that this association 
should select by ballot a brother who should 
be nominated on its behalf at the subsequent 
annual election of the Baptist Missionary 
Committee, the secretary, Mr, Trend, was 
thus selected. 


Statistics. 
Number of churches. ..........esssssssnssgasne, D0 


Baptined .. cxscaurccciaaweanet E78 
Received by letter ri 


Restored ........ Seiictibin, 
Removed by death ......... 56 
Dismissed............ “ p 
BRAN SOG  ieapssconsse 
Clear Increase .......... 2 38 


Number of members 
Sunday-scholars ....... 
DeAchers ..... nacre . 
Paleo BtAROAG  csstseiscpsperapsccrences 422 


The next association is intended to be held 
at Yeovil, on the Wednesday and Thursday 
of the Whitsun-week. 


° 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 


The following churches form this associa- 
tion :— 


BIG WINCK Gs sesenssovsetenasyas v:a0enn0- 
Barton, Earl’s.. 
Blisworth ,... 

Braunston . 
Braybrook .... 
Brington ... 
Buckby... 
Bugbrook ........ 
Burton Latimer .... 


Guilsboreugh. 
Hackleton ...,... 
Haddon, West.. 
Harpole .... 
Kettering .... 
Kingsthorpe..... 
’ Kislingbury., Pe 
MOM... conscssvapooens seszsscesenes 
Northampton, College-street .....Brown. 
Grey Friars’-st....Pywell. 


OAkWAneAWsaassrsis ek iter ...Bumpus. 
Olney...... +o. Simmons. | 
Pattishall........ ....Chamberlain,. 


Ravensthorpe . Wilkinson. 
Roade..... Jayne. 
Rushden -Whittemore 
Spratton..... ..Marriott. 
Stanwick .......++ . Walcot, 
Stony Stratford, .. Forster. 
Sulgrave.......++» .. Vasey 
Thrapston... .. Young 


The annual meeting was held at Kettering, 
on the 13th and 14th of June. Mr. Knowles 
was chosen moderator. Sermons were 
preached by Messrs. Brown and Simmons. 
The circular letter prepared by Mr. Phillips, 
“On the Duty of Individual Christians, by 
Personal Effort, to seek the Salvation of 
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A revised constitution 
was adopted, 


Statistics. 

Number of churches,....csssercssetverseevee BO 
Baptized ..oracceeesivarss 53 
Received by letter. a 88 
RB SSIEG | scnasapnnsanbinuneeconiettl 

—— 192 


Removed by death... 
Dismissed:..eveoisprotseroanis 


Withdrawn. 
Excluded.... 
GleRE A NGrEARG) ss sonseaseevavsgnGusstrsccenses 61 
Number of members in thirty of the 
GHBLCH GN cs sarnatvanustt'«pnacbuasasvecises v 


The association will be held next year in 
College-street chapel, Northampton, 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, 


This association comprises the following 
churches ;— 


Amersham,.,.....s000..0. Cocks. 
Aston Clinton 
Buckingham 
Chenies, ......06. 
Chesham,. 
Crendon.... 


Cuddington ...... 

Fenny Stratford, B. Bartlett. 
Haddenham.... P. Tyler. 
Harefield..... W. Lake. 
Ickford ... 


Mill End..... 
Missenden.. 


Mursley.....++. one 

Quainton.. D. Walker. 

Princes Risborou . Dawson. 

Seer Green.....0. .G, Norriss. | 
SPCCli-s.ocanses oo 


UJ. Dumbledon. 


Swanbourne... i 
.J. Hobson. 


WYcOMDE 014. eeeseeeee 


The annual meeting was held at Princes 
Risborough, on the 8th and 9th of May. 
Mr. Payne was re-chosen secretary. ‘The 


| circular Jetter by Mr. Hobson, on “ Domestic 


Piety : or the Church Member at Home,” 
was ordered to be printed. The following 
resolutions were adopted :— 


“That it be recommended to the churches to 
make, if possible, simultaneous collections for the 
Baptist Home Mission, in or before the month of 
October, 


“That the languid state of the churches through- 
out the country, demands deep humiliation, faithful 
scrutiny of our own hearts, earnest prayer for the 
restoration of the Divine favour, and self-denying 
exertion on the part of every church-member. 


“That the present aspect of affairs on the conti- 
nent of Europe, especially as recent changes afford 
new opportunities for the diffusion of the gospel, 
calls loudly for gratitude and hopeful effort, 


Messrs. Hobson, Payne, fand Holmes 
preached, \ 
Statistica, | 
Number of churches ....grssssoesorsfevsee 20 
Baptized «+++. . 66 


Keceived by letter, 
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Dismissed :....corscressesscveccves 2d 

Withdrawn A 

Separated ...... -. 19 

Died) sisecaweverqvaspnesicn areoeea 26 

— 74 

Clear increase ...+..++6 iveadedecertdcnosdas tes if 
Number of members.. 1799 
Sabbath scholars ... 1950 
Teachers...... Pategs 330 
Village stations.,.... 84 


The next association to be held at Long 
Crendon, on the 10th and 11th of May, 1849. 


— 


LANCASHIRE AND OHESHIRE, 


The following churches compose this asso- 
ciation :— 


Peles ur en 
Ashton-under-Lyne........A. Pitt. 
Bacup, Ebenezer......-... ...T, Smith. 


5 Irwell Terrace...... Bs Dawson, G. Taylor. 
.. Bentley. 
...B. Etheridge, 


Burnley. 
Burslem. 


Chowbent... area ae ‘T. Wilkinson. 


Cloughfold... 1 W. E. Jackson. 
Colne. aessesbeceunes ved DUTY. 
Coniston......00 «RR, S. Frearson. 
GOOdSHAW. siipeccssreenesese 
Haslingden, Pleasant-st.. ie Blakey. 

a hance Reese 
ELOY WOOK cose scsurvereresene 
Hill Cliffe. eseiive Sew Kenworthy. 
Inskip... ....bB. Evans. 
Little- Moor-End. .J. Bamber. 


.H. S. Brown. 
..R. B. Lancaster. 


S Pembroke-p .. C. M. Birrell. 
LUMD verre. lneséucesceudls DOTLWGR. 
Manchester, York-street....R. Morris. 

s Oxford-road.......... F. Tucker, 


NS Grosvenor-st. east.D. R. Stephen. 
x Wilmot- Sta tener 
Northwich. sonseveoeee ba Swinton. 
Ogden..... vescesecseed « Garside. 


ween 


Oldham... J. Birt. 

Pendle Hill. C. Kirtland. 
Preston... W. Walters 
Rochdale.. W. F. Burchell. 
Salford........ ..H. Dunckley. 
crepes ese. ASh. 
Stockport, ...csssescrersereees J. Russell. 
Tottlebank... soo. Taylor. 
Wigan, Lord-street ..... « W. Ellison, 


The meeting of the association was held 
at Bacup, on June 14th and 15th. The 
business of the County Home Mission was 
attended to. Dr. Acworth was chosen 
moderator, and the Rev. W. F. Burchell re- 
chosen secretary. Sermons were preached 
by the Revs. S. J. Davis, R. B. Lancaster, 
and H. S. Brown. The circular letter 
written by the Rey. D. R. Stephen on “ The 
Duties of Nonconformists as Citizens,” was 
adopted. It was agreed that a conference 
should be held in connexion with the half 
yearly meeting of the County Home Mission, 
in Oxford-road chapel, Manchester, on Wed- 
nesday, Nov. 22, for the purpose of consider- 
ing the state of the churches, and the best 
means of promoting thei > prosperity. 
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Statistics. | 
Number of churches......sseescseseeees gabsresseOO 
Baptized §.cvicsicecersvavenssesee 250 
Received by letter and pro- 
FOBSION, Ses asaucnccnesne aaron 76 
BRestOred...corssecescesccesccstese 19 
—— 485 
Remoyed “we death...... 85 
Dismissed . 88 
Excluded. 7 
Withdrawn .......+4 » 83 
—— 334 
Clear increase .......scocccsrreses .” Uk 
Number of members . 4404 
Sunday scholars .....++ 10,776 
Sunday school teachers .... « 1184 
Day and eyening scholars. - 1063 
Village stations. ..sseccereerecneeereseeee . 61 


The next annual meeting of the associa- 
tion is to be held at Ashton-under-Lyne, on 
May 30 and 31, 1849. 


WORCESTERSHIRE. 
The churches composing this body are :— 


Alcester,..r.cercerccccoresal. Philpin. 
Atch Lench .,.....cccerces D. Crumpton. 
Eyesham, Cowl-street...J. Hockin. 

ss Mill-street....A. G. Fuller. 
P6rYSHOTE. .ccecniccsssseccree -F, Overbury. 
Stratford-on-Ayon ... 
Studley and Cook- hill... W. Maizey. 
Upton-on-Severn . ..J. Freer. 
Westmancote J. Francis. 
Worcester ...... . .. W. Crowe. 


The annual meeting was held at Upton-on- 
Severn, June 6th and 7th, 1848. Mr. Freer 
was chosen chairman. Messrs. Fuller, 
Crumpton, and Crowe, preached ; and the 
circular letter on “The Present Position, 
Prospects, and Duties of Nonconformist 
Churches,” prepared by Mr. Fuller, was ap- 
proved. The next annual meeting of the 
association to be held (p, v.) at Atch Lench 
(unless further notice be given), on the Tues- 
day and Wednesday after the first sabbath in 
June, 1849. Mr. Hockin, association preacher. 
The next letter to be prepared by Mr. Crowe; 
subject, ‘‘ Christian Influence.” 


Statistics. 

Number of churches.......sesesseee wavvessyape LO 
Baptized .. auiineorens WAR 
Received by letter | as oe 
DROBTONOEL Is wav snaansekpnicennbates 4 

—— 78 
Removed by death,.....008 15 
Dismissed 
Resigned..... 


BSOMMMEG....scisexennensons ca 


Clear increase ........000 


Number of members 1080 
Scholars 1279 
Village stations corsecserves 19 


SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK, 


This association consisted of the following 
churches :— 


INTELLIGENCE. 


Ipswich.... J. Webb 
MRE ctanaeteaserabontnkten: G. Isaac 
Charsfield. sse-e..J0. Runnacles 
Walsham.... «J. Seaman. 
Wortwell ... ..C. Hart. 
Bradfield ... ls 


The annual meeting was held at Walsham- 
le- Willows, on June 6th and 7th. Mr. Webb 
was chosen moderator. Sermons were 
preached by Messrs. Backhouse, Smith, 
Hart, Dovey, and Isaac. 


Statistics. 
Number of churches.......cccccccorvereeseorss 


Baptized. .......c.cersssenee amenity 
Received by letter .. a 
PRERRO TOU -squvenninssuvsesesesns 


Removed by death........1006 
Dismissed = 


Clear increase ........ 
Number of membe 
Village stations..., 


The following resolution was adopted :— 


“Tn consequence of the small number of churches 
in the association, it is the decision of the ministers 
and messengers that it be dissolved at the conclusion 
of the services which it is now holdingat Walsham. 


SOUTHERN. 


The churches in this association are the 
following :— 
ANGOovVEe....-+.0+:s00e00ee William Goodman. 


Beaulieu Rails...,.....J. B. Burt, W. Mursell. 
Blackfield Common...R. Bennett. 


DOWNtOD ,oecereereere +++ Collier. 
Ebenezer. seo. Neave, G. Arnott. 
Forton... J. Smedmore. 
Hedge End......... J. Oughton. 
St. Heliers, Jersey ....S. Williamson. 
Landport......0+++ ++.C. Cakebread. 
Lockerly.... ..W. G. Ross. 
Longparish -».J. Chapell 
Lymington seve Millard. 
Ludgershall... ---J. Meor. 
Milford. J. V. Gill. 
Newport ..C. W. Vernon. 
Niton..... ...J. C. Green. 
Paxley...cvecessccerssress P. Alcock. 
Portsea, 1st church....C. Room. 

Pe 2nd church...H. Williams. 
Poole .....+++ Ss i 
Romsey .... ceed ‘ 
Salisbury .......++ sooseed- W. Todd. 


Southampton, Ist ch..T. Morris. 

3 2nd ch.A, McLaren. 
Whitchurch .........+++- 
Winchester ......0+0ss06 


The annual meeting was held at Kent- 
street chapel, Portsea, on 6th and 7th of 
June. Mr. Room was chosen moderator, 
and Mr. Morris secretary. Sermons were 
preached by Messrs. McLaren, Farmer, and 
Todd. The circular letter, prepared by Mr. 
Room, on “ The Present Aspect of Dissent, 
with the Best Modes of Promoting its Ad- 
vancement,” was read and adopted. Among 
the resolutions were the following :— 
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“That the association recognizing the hand of tho 
blessed God in those mighty and unexpected move- 
ments, which in so short a time have effected organic 
changes in many of the governments of Europe, do 
therein entertain the hope, that some of tho hinder- 
ances to the progress of pure and undefiled religion 
will be removed, and feel, that the signs of the 
times call Christians both in their individual and 
collective capacity to renewed consecration to the 
work of the Lord.” 


“That the churches be recommended to hold 
special prayer meetings, on the third Monday even- 
ing in July, for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
the whole world, and more especially on our own 
churches.” 


Statistics, 1847, 1848. 
Number of churchesw........ eecesveeseceaey, 20 


Received by profession ...... 210 
Received by letter ...........08 68 
FROREOEGH..ccaouvenestenscasseestsceie 


Sunday scholars ...,..,.00065 


The next association is to be held at And- 
over on the first Tuesday and Wednesday in 
June, 1849. 


NEW CHAPELS. 
EMSWORTH, HANTS. 


On Thursday, August 10th, a new baptist 
chapel was opened in this village, the Rev. 
John Cox, of Woolwich, preached in the 
morning from Ps, lxxxix. 15, and the Rev. 
James Smith, of New Park Street, in the 
evening, from Exod, xx. 24. The Revs. 
Charles Cakebread, George Jones, John 
Neave, and David Lemmon, took part in the 
devotional services. The attendance was 
large, and the collection liberal, In the 
afternoon a public meeting was held in the 
chapel, when addresses were delivered, and 
many friends from Portsea and other places 
kindly engaged to collect or contribute one 
penny per day during the ensuing years to- 
wards the new chapel. 

On the following Lord’s day, the Rev. John 
Cox preached three sermons, and in the after- 
noon administered the ordinance of baptism 
for the first time in Emsworth, Seven per- 
sons were baptized, who in the evening were 
received into the church, after which the 
Lord’s supper was administered. The chapel 
was crowded with a congregation who ap- 
peared deeply interested, 

The history of the baptist church is cheer- 
ing ; and the following brief statement of its 
origin and progress will, it is trusted, encou- 
rage others to attempt great things for God, 
and induce some to render assistance to their 
friends at Emsworth, who have already exert- 
ed themselves to the utmost of their power. 

Early in the year 1843, a few friends, 
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mostly among the poor, opened in this village 
a house for religious worship and sabbath 
school instruction, in connexion with the bap- 
tist denomination. 

A great blessing has attended this effort ; 
several young people from the school have 
been brought to God ; two of whom are just 
entering on the Christian ministry, and one 
has been employed for eighteen months as a 
British school-master. The congregation 
consists of nearly two hundred persons, and 
the school contains one hundred and ten 
children. 

In August, 1845, a church was formed, 
consisting of twenty-three members ; since 
then twenty-one persons haye been baptized 
and added to the church. 

The house being inconvenient, and the 
rent amounting to £20 a year, after much 
prayer and consideration, it was resolved to 
erect a suitable building, which has now been 
done. It is on freehold ground ; the dimen- 
sions are 40 feet by 30, with large vestries for 
school-rooms. The outlay, including the 
ground, is about £600 ; toward which £250 
‘have been raised, chiefly by the church and 
congregation. Emsworth contains 2000 in- 
habitants, and the villages which adjoin it 
nearly as many. There is abundant room 
for this new effort, which it is hoped God will 
continue to bless. 


—— 


HORSELL, SURREY, 


A new baptist chapel was opened at Hor- 
sell Common, near the Woking station on 
the Southampton railroad, on Thursday, 
Aug. 3rd. The Rev. John Cox, of Wool- 
wich, preached in the morning, and the Rey, 
John Aldis, of Maze Pond, in the eyening ; 
the Rev. Benjamin Davis, pastor of the 
church at Horsell, and other neighbouring 
ministers engaged in the deyotional services, 
The attendance was large, and the contribu- 
tions towards carrying on the cause were 
liberal. 

A short account of the circumstances which 
led to the building of this chapel will be en- 
couraging to those who are accustomed to 
mark and to confide in the hand of God. In 
the year 1807, a piece of freehold ground 
was purchased, and school-rooms were erected 
on Horsell Common, by a friend of Joseph 
Lancaster, for the education of the children 
of the cottagers upon his plan. These 
schools haye been supported by voluntary 
subscription, with only one interval of two 
years until the present time, and have given 
education to more than 1700 children; that 
interval commenced in the year 1837, when 
the schools were closed. 

They were re-opened in 1839, upon the 
liberal and Christian system of the British 
and Forcign School Society; and in 1840 a 
sabbath school was commenced distinct from 
the day school. 
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In 1841, the school-rooms were licensed 
for pubic worship, and about a year after the 
Rey. Benjamin Davis, of Reading, commenc- 
ed the ministry of the gospel there. The 
divine blessing attended his labours ; a par- 
ticular baptist church, admitting open com- 
munion, was formed, consisting of five mem- 
bers ; and Mr, Davis was recognized as pastor 
at a public service in April, 1844. Since 
that time seventeen persons have been added 
to the church by baptism, and one removed 
from it by death. The present number of 
members in communion is twenty-one (of 
these ten were brought up in the schools), 
and several others are expected to be baptized 
shortly. 

It need not be told that many difficulties 
and much opposition have attended these 
efforts; they have been mercifully over-ruled, 
and the work of God has gradually advanced. 
The church requires an immediate pecuniary 
assistance. They cannot obtain adequate 
support from the neighbourhood, and if this 
recital of the peculiar circumstances which 
have brought them together, should interest 
any Christian friends at a distance, either of 
the ministers who are named herein will 
thankfully receive and forward their dona- 
tions. 


ORDINATIONS. 
BEDFORD. 


Mr. Hugh Killen, late pastor of the church 
in Cumberland-street, Curtain-road, having 
accepted an invitation from a church meeting 
in Mill-lane, Bedford, services were held in 
connexion with his settlement there, on the 
4th of July, at which Messrs, Wyard, B. 
Lewis, Dixon, and Murrell, assisted. The 
church in Mill-lane was formed in 1791, by 
some members of the old church over which 
John Bunyan formerly presided, who thought 
that it was more consistent and scriptural that 
the communion of the church should be con- 
fined to persons baptized on a profession of 
their faith in Christ, and that open communion 
had led to laxity of doctrine. The late pas- 
tor, Mr. King, retained his office thirty-two 
years. We are informed that the church en- 
joyed his ministrations, but were in a dimi- 
nished state at the close of his labours, 


EARLS COLNE, ESSEX. 


On Tuesday, July llth, 1848, services 
were held in connexion with the settlement of 
the Rey. Charles Short, A.M., as pastor of 
the church at Earls Colne. At two o’clock 
in the afternoon, the Rey, J. Acworth, LL.D., 
delivered an able introductory discourse on 
the nature of a Christian church. After the 
usual questions had been asked, and satisfac- 
tory answers returned, the Rey. C. Rust, of 
Colchester, offered the ordination prayer. A 
charge to the minister was then delivered by 
the Rey. Maurice Jones, of Leominster, Mr. 
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Short’s former pastor. In the evening, at 
half-past six, the Rev. J. Reynolds, of Hal- 
stead, preached to the church. The remaining 
devotional parts of the services were con- 
ducted by the Revs. Messrs, Anderson of 
Bures, Higgs of Sudbury, Johnson of 
Halstead Langford of Colchester, and Kaye 
of Coggeshall. 


SALHOUSE, NORFOLK. 

On Thursday, July 27, Mr. J. Diboll was 
ordained to the pastoral office over the par- 
ticular baptist church at Salhouse, in Norfolk; 
Mr. Puntis of Norwich gave an introduc- 
tory address, stating the nature of a gospel 
church ; Mr. Spurgeon of Neatishead asked 
the usual questions ; Mr. Laxon of Ormesby 
offered the ordination prayer; Mr. Betts of 
Yarmouth delivered the charge, and Mr. Spur- 
geon of Neatishead preached to the church. 
A gracious influence pervaded the services. 


HEMEL-HEMPSTEAD. 

The Rev. William Aitchison, late pastor 
of the church at Barnstaple, Devon, has re- 
moved thence to take the oversight of the 
baptist church at Hemel-Hempstead, Herts. 


EPPING, ESSEX, 


The Rev. Samuel Chancellor, late of 
Hayes in Middlesex, having accepted an in- 
vitation from the church at Epping to become 
their pastor, commenced his stated labours in 
that place, on Lord’s day the 28rd ult. 


HAMMERSMITH. 

The Rev. John Leechman, M.A., of Ir- 
yine, formerly of Serampore, having accepted 
an invitation to take the oversight of the 
baptist church at Hammersmith, is expected 
to enter upon his labours there on the 17th 
of September. , 


CORK, IRELAND.* 


The Rey. B. C. Young, late of Thrapstone, 
has accepted an invitation to become pastor 
of the baptist church at Cork. 


RECENT DEATHS. 
‘MR. B. BEESLEY. 


An account of this worthy deacon is intro- 
duced by our yenerable friend, Mr. Morgan, 
late pastor of the church at Bond-street, 
Birmingham, with the following impressive 
remarks :— 

“The contemplative observer, seated on 
some retired spot, on the margin of the sea 
that begirts our happy isle, is allured into 
contemplation by the ebb and flow, the rest- 
less agitation, the tumultuous roar, of the 
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majestic elements before him ; whose waves, 
one after another, some greater, some smaller, 
all dash and die on the shore at his feet. 
These waves are Jost, gone to be seen no more, 
but they give place to others of just the same 
character, which in a short time wash the 
sands, lash the rock, and disappear. 

“ What is man2 <A wave, a little wave; 
or it may be an elevated, crested, foaming 
waye, rising higher than his fellows, but still 
only a wave, rolling on the shore and dying. 
Vain, foolish man, shall he be proud? What 
thousands that have lived and thought them- 
selves of consequence are gone, and no more 
traces of them are left. remaining, than of the 
billows that floated on the deep? ‘The re- 
membrance of them is utterly perished. All 
high thoughts of ourselves are wholly unbe- 
coming such feeble, mortal, sinful creatures 
as we are. And must we then be forgotten, 
and every memorial of us perish? Whatever 
of goodness, virtue, piety, and consecration to 
Christ, belongs to us, shall not be lost,—shall 
not be forgotten. He who said, “ Gather up 
the fragments, that nothing be lost,” will take 
care that nothing be lost of the works of 
faith, labour of love, and patience of hope, 
which his dear disciples have exemplified in 
passing through this world. And if the great 
Master of the family treasures up these pre- 
cious memorials, it is but right that “ the 
brethren” should record and preserve them 
also, for their review and comfort, while they 
are pressing on to join their friends who 
haye— 


“ Reached that shore 
Where tempests never beat, nor billows roar.” 


“ You will gratify some to whom the name 
of Benjamin Beesley is justly dear, by re- 
cording the following particulars concerning 
him, in your yaluable denominational miscel- 
lany. 

“ Mr. Beesley became decidedly pious at 
an early age, when he was unly seventeen 
years old, he joined the church to which his 
parents belonged, under the care of the Rey. 
Edward Edmonds, Bond-street, Birmingham, 
in the year 1810. Of this church he remained 
a consistent and useful member for many 
years. In the Good Samaritan Sunday- 
school, a school nearly akin in spirit to the 
more recent ‘‘ ragged schools,” instituted for 
the benefit of the outcast poor, he took a 
lively interest, and actively assisted in its 
management. Held in estimation by his 
brethren, he was chosen a deacon of the 
church in the year 1826, And when the 
yenerable William Lowe, who held the office 
of treasurer to the church with great honour, 
through a long succession of years, became 
incapacitated through age and infirmities to 
discharge its duties, its responsibilities were 
devolved upon the subject of this short me- 
morial. With diligence and fidelity Mr. 
Beesley applied himself to the discharge of 
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the duties of this office’ until Providence re- 
moved him from Birmingham to Evesham, in 
Worcestershire. Of the baptist church in 
that town, under the care of the Rey. A. G. 
Fuller, he became a member in the year 
1847.” . 

Mr. Fuller adds, “ This connexion did not 
take place until some considerable time after 
his removal to Birmingham, owing principally 
to the unsettled state of the church in Mill- 
street, nor was it of long continuance. The 
severity of the last winter seriously aggravated 
a constitutional disease under which he had 
long laboured, and as the spring adyanced, it 
became too evident that his end was approach- 
ing. In the hope that change of air might 
yet avert the crisis so dreaded by his beloved 
family, he was removed to Everton, near 
Liverpool; but winter yet lingered, and with 
it the keen blasts, under which his enfeebled 
frame rapidly sank. The closing scene cor- 
responded with his life; it was one of peace- 
ful and calm reliance on the great salyation. 
He died, April 30, 1848. The event was 
improved by Mr. Fuller, at Evesham, from 
Phillie i 


CHARLES AND WILLIAM ROOKE, 


These two estimable men, lately deceased, 
are worthy of a brief record in the memorials 
of the brotherhood of the saints, inasmuch as 
they were made in old age illustrious mani- 
festations of the recovering and saving power 
of the gospel. The former was called to his 
rest, October 7th, 1846, aged 73 years; and 
the latter, April 5th, 1848, aged 76 years. 
About eight years ago, they were brought 
under the sound of the gospel at Shakspear’s- 
walk chapel, Shadwell, and though late in 
life, the word was rendered the means of 
their salvation, They, in the first instance, 
were induced to attend by special visits paid 
to them and the neighbourhood in general, 
accompanied with the presentation of a 
hand-bill, and direct inyitation to come to 
the house of the Lord. Repeated calls led 
the latter to break through his state-church- 
going prejudices, and he complied, and was 
interested ; attended again, and was so 
struck as to tell his brother that he never saw 
religious things in such a light before, and 
begged of him to go: he went, and though 
of a stronger mind, and more attached by 
preference and habits to the national esta- 
blishment than his brother, his feelings were 
excited in relation to what he heard. Both 
became regular attendants and contributors, 
and were regarded with earnest attention by 
the pastor, his devoted wife, and the church 
in general. An air of seriousness was soon 
seen to come over the aged men, as they sat 
attentively listening to the sounds of peace ; 
they were impressed, became anxious, and 
inquiring, and in two years solicited union 
with the church. On being accepted, the 


spirit in which they put on Christ by baptism 
was most interesting. There was such meek- 
ness, coupled with such steady decision, that 
all admired. In the week preceding the 
Lord’s day appointed for baptism, Charles 
was taken ill and was obliged to call in medi- 
cal aid, and though under treatment which 
might have justified delay, when his brother 
said to him, “ You had better put it off,” he 
said, “ William, if it cost me my life I will 
be baptized with you.” Deferring the appli- 
cation of a blister ordered, he carried out his 
purpose, and with his brother went down into 
the water, and was baptized. On returning 
to their residence close by, to change their 
attire, these devoted men were met by the 
medical attendant, who asked what they were 
about. The modest reply was, “ We have 
been baptized, sir.” Instead of censuring or 
seeking to alarm his patient, the doctor an- 
swered, ‘‘ I wish I had known, I would have 
come and seen you.” Not deterred, they 
returned, the baptism preceding the sermon, 
to finish the day in the sanctuary. The next 
Lord’s day they were received into the fellow- 
ship of the saints at the Lord’s supper, and 
from this time lived to “show forth the 
praises of him who had called them out of 
darkness into his marvellous light,” evincinga 
growing meetness for heaven. Being called 
to active service in the church, their punctual 
habits, meekness of spirit, and strict integrity, 
procured for them universal esteem, and were 
the means of greatly promoting the pastor’s 
comfort and the peace of the church. As 
brothers they were tenderly attached to each 
other, and were models of fraternal sympathy. 
They always went to and returned from the 
house of God together; and it was cheering 
to observe their eager attention when sitting 
by each other's side under the word, and the 
devout emotion with which they joined in all 
the parts of divine worship. Nor less cheer- 
ing was it to visit them in the sick chamber, 
when laid aside from sanctuary service, to 
witness their simple confidence in the merits 
of the adorable Saviour, and to hear their 
expressions of gratitude for being directed to 
the house of the Lord. Each had a period 
of illness prior to death, which appeared 
greatly to wean them from earth, and lead to 
repose in Christ. Charles, although less com- 
municative than his brother, left a dying 
testimony. Almost his last words were, 
“Satan has been buffeting me, but Christ is 
precious.” William, dropping like full, ripe 
fruit, lay for weeks in the attitude of a little 
child, waiting the will of God, and “ looking 
for that blessed hope.” He said repeatedly, 
‘All is well!” and on the near approach of 
death, “Christ and his angels are come to 
fetch me,” “I see my departed brother wait- 
ing to welcome me;” and committing his 
soul to his Saviour by frequent acts of prayer, 
when sensible, he fell “ asleep in Jesus,” 
These two aged men, but comparatively young 
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disciples, afforded striking proof of the sup- 
porting and elevating power of the gospel, 
even when conversion takes place at the 
eleventh hour; for after living with,: and 
assisting two aged and unmarried sisters and 
seven orphan children left by Charles's 
daughter, they were enabled to give them 
over, with perfect resignation, to the care of a 
kind providence. These two young converts 
must, moreover, be reckoned among the many 
fruits of direct aggressive effurts to introduce 
the gospel in circumstances the most unfa- 
yourable and discouraging, and should encou- 
rage us to go “from house to house,” and say, 
“ Come, for all things are now ready.” 


MRS. LETITIA BOMFORD. 


If there be “joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner that repenteth,” what 
must be the emotions of their angelic minds, 
whenasoul,released from itsprison of clay, and 
discharged from the labours and sorrows of 
earth, enters “into the joy of its Lord >?” 
They saw the armour put on, and rejoiced ; 
now they behold it put off, and hear the 
Eternal say, “ WeLt pone!” They saw the 
bark launched ; they watched it upon the 
heaving sea of life, dashed by its waves and 
its billows ; threatened by its rocks and its 
quicksands ; and exposed to its storms and 
its calms; but now, standing on the haven of 
peace, on the shores of glory, they behold it 
come, guided by its pilot, slowly yet safely 
into port ; the dangers of the deep all passed, 
the perils of the voyage all over—for ever, 
ever over! And with one sweet, yet mighty 
shout, “the innumerable company of angels,” 
fill the vast expanse of heaven, and unite 
with “the spirits made perfect,” in acclama- 
tions of joy and praise. But oh, how faint 
are our conceptions of glory, and the departed 
spirit’s entrance into it! How vast and in- 
conceivable must be the difference between 
“ the valley of the shadow of death,” where 
it just now was, and the land that hath “no 
need of the sun, nor of the moon, to shine 
in it,’ upon which it now enters! The 
difference between the frail, sorrow-stricken, 
and dissolving tabernacle, it once inhabited, 
and that “house not made with hands, eternal 
and in the heavens,’’ which is now its peaceful 
and happy home! And the difference be- 
tween the sorrows of life and of death, it 
once and long endured, and the joys of Christ 
and of heaven, now and for ever its own! 
Well may the poet sing,— 


“In vain my fancy strives to paint 
The moment after death, 
The glory that surrounds the saint, 
When yielding up her breath.” 


This difference must haye been indescribably 

great in the case of the deceased. J'or more 

than eight yearsshe was the subject of severe 

affliction, which for a considerable portion of 
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that time rendered her entirely helpless; yet 
such was the sufficiency of divine grace, that 
she bowed with calm resignation to the will 
of her heavenly Father, and in the midst of 
pain and suffering possessed an humble re- 
liance upon the gracious Jesus, often referring 
to that delightful hymn,— 


“Ah ! T shall soon be dying, 
Time swiftly glides away ; 
But on my bord relying, 
I hail the happy day,— 
The day when I must enter 
Upon a world unknown ; 
My helpless soul I venture 
On Jesus Christ alone.’’ 


For some time she was a member of the bap- 
tist church at Alcester, Warwickshire; but 
in the year 1825, received her dismission, 
that she might unite with others to form a 
church at Atch Lench, Worcestershire, of 
which she continued an honourable member, 
until she joined the church triumphant above. 

The springs for the last several years se- 
yerely tried her, but in the spring of the 
present year, her pains greatly increased, and 
ittbecame evident that she was “ going the 
way of all the earth.” She was fully aware 
that “the time of her departure was at 
hand,” yet only feared lest her patience 
should fail; and feelingly remarked to her 
pastor, “ Do pray that I may have patience 
to wait the Lord’s time.” She frequently 
desired her attendants to read portions of 
God's word and of hymns to her; many of 
which she requested marked, as they were 
either suited to her state, or imparted com- 
fort to her mind, the full powers of which 
were mercifully continued to the last. She 
departed this life on the morning of Friday, 
May 19th, 1848, without a struggle ; having 
testified again and again, that “ Christ was 
her only hope.” 

The days of her pilgrimage were threescore 
years and seven, and were marked by the 
smiles of providence, as well as by the sorrows 
of affliction. Their early portion. was spent 
in the society of her excellent and beloved 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Butler, and 
family, at Astwood Bank; but in the year 
1810, she was united by marriage to Mr. Jo- 
seph Bomford, of Atch Lench, who, with 
her three children, numerous grand-children, 
and relatives, has now to sorrow because she 
is not, but “ not as they who haye no hope:” 
for upon the dark cloud which separates be- 
tween them and the departed, appears hope’s 
beauteous coloured rainbow, which, though 
its base may rest upon earth, has its summit 
in heaven; where faith beholds her before 
the throne of God and the Lamb. May 
grace prepare them to join her there! 

Amidst the sympathies and tears of her 
friends and neighbours, her mortal remains 
were interred in the portion of ground 
attached to the baptist chapel at Atch 
Lench ; and on Lord’s day evening, May the 
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28th, her death was improved by her pastor, 
from 2 Cor. v. 8, ‘ Absent from the body, 
present with the Lord.” 


MRS, ELVEN. 


Died on Monday, August the 21st, in the 
fifty-third year of her age, Mary Anne, the 
beloved wife of the Rev. Cornelius Elven, of 
Bury St. Edmunds. 

The deceased had been for many years an 
exemplary Christian ; a meek disciple of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And through the trying 
stages of a pulmonary consumption was 
enabled beautifully to exhibit the graces of 
faith, hope, and patience, till the “silver 
cord” was loosed, and her happy spirit found 
its longed-for rest in the bosom of her Sa- 
viour and her God. 


MRS. GORDELIER. 

August 13th, aged 42, of apoplexy, Eliza- 
beth, wife of Charles Gordelier, Assembly- 
row, Mile End, and eldest daughter of the 
late John Bowers, baptist minister. This 
solemn event occurred at a place of worship 
while singing the hymn at the close of the 
service. The deceased was a member nearly 
fourteen years-of the baptist church, Little 
Alie-street, under the pastorate of the Rev. 
PhilipDickerson, whoimproved the occurrence 
by a sermon to a very crowded congregation 
on the evening of the 20th. 


MISCELLANEA. 
PROFITS OF THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE, 


The half-yearly meeting of the proprietors 
of this magazine was held on the 14th of 
June, when the following sums were voted 
to widows of baptist ministers, The initials 
alone of each widow are given, with the name 


of the contributor by whom she was recom- 
mended. 


Recommended by 


IM Vivarncsteesies Rey. G. B. Phillips .......£3 
EL. exussneceecahiraasa cies Cornelius Elven........3 
RED asanev savy vacessou Thomas Young.........3 
Tei QEnRinsietantaasinen John Thos. Wigner...3 
Vite Guiwsroweanes VW Ulam RItChenysc. 3 
BRM Gh ts paneer evaokeeeaues Joseph Preece ......... 3 
PSE sv usnaneereaaneyacka? Septimus Sears......... 3 
IM, Ac Biawecarekaiinns I. M. Soule... eas 3 
BGA Jaidenerens avast es John Trimmington .,.3 
Nii civatbvareuiesn a Timothy Thomas...... 2 
Aral eeusetavessscencene Timothy Thomas...... 2 
YES raveeva inal notes Benjamin Thomas..,...2 
Be Wivecsscenacs Ca sayeebs Benjamin Williams...2 

«J aaies coos William Jones .,...000.2 
M. E. cscrvrsocssnreeves William Morgantivses «2 


INTELLIGENCE. 


NOTLINGHAM. 


On Thursday evening, July 20, a tea-party, 
cousisting of the Sunday-school teachers and 
several of the congregation of George-street 
chapel, Nottingham, took place for the pur- 
pose of presenting a testimonial of esteem to 
their respected friend and minister, the Rev. 
J. Edwards. It consisted of a handsomely 
bound bible, with silyer clasps, containing on 
the covers the following inscriptions: on one 
side, “ The Rev. James Edwards, pastor of 
the baptist church, George-street, Nottingham, 
with affectionate regard, from the teachers of 
the sabbath-school in connexion with that 
place of worship. July 20, 1848.” After 
tea, John Heard, Esq., Mayor, with his usual 
urbanity, consented to occupy the chair; and 
in a kind and appropriate speech presented, 
amidst the sincere congratulations of all as- 
sembled, the testimonial above described to 
Mr. Edwards, who in a feeling and judicious 
strain, acknowledged the gift. Several other 
interesting addresses were delivered before the 
party broke up. ‘The ladies of the congrega- 
tion also expressed their regard by sending to 
the residence of their esteemed minister, a 
very handsome china tea-service complete 
with urn and papier tray, for the acceptance of 
Mrs, Edwards, his beloved partner. 


FOLKESTONE. 


The friends of the baptist church took tea 
together on the 24th of July, in the excellent 
school-rooms adjoining the chapel. After 
tea a public meeting was holden asa farewell 
token of esteem to the Rey. D. Parkins, 
their late pastor. The Rev. J. Clark of 
Uphill took the chair, who opened the mect- 
ing by a very appropriate address, reading a 
portion of scripture, and giving out an appro- 
priate hymn. The Rev. T. Scott of Bra- 
bourne, prayed; and after singing, the Rev. 
T. Clarke of Ashford gave an address on the 
nature, importance, and advantage of union 
based on a personal interest in Christian 
principles, and the hope it inspired of meeting 
in a world of perfect bliss, and union with all 
the redeemed in Christ, and where the pain 
of separation would never be experienced. 
He then read testimonials as to the Christian 
character of the Rey. D. Parkins, and of the 
undiminished esteem of his brethren in the 
ministry towards him. As this document 
had neither been solicited by the minister nor 
the church, the effect of its public reading 
was very pleasing. The Rey. Mr, Blessley 
of Folkestone then spoke on the advantage 
of ministers being distinguished by the ab- 
sence of evils, as well as the possession of 
positive excellencies. The Rev. J, Clark 
then presented to the Rey. D, Parkins an 
elegant purse with £40, as a token of the 
high esteem in which he was held by the 
church and friends, 
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MIDDLE MILL. 


On Saturday, July 8th, the members of the 
baptist church at Middle Mill presented the 
Rey. W. Reynolds with a purse of thirty 
sovereigns, as an expression of their attach- 
ment and their esteem of his labours among 
them. The presentation was made by Mr. 
Thomas Morris, in a kind and fraternal spirit, 


and appropriately acknowledged by Mr. 
Reynolds. 


CHIPPERFIELD. 


On the last day in July a social party, 
numbering about two hundred, met and par- 
took tea, &c., at the chapel and school-room, 
Chipperfield. The party then took a range 
on the beautiful common ; after which, they 
returned te the chapel, and were addressed 
by the pastor of the church on Christian 
sociality ; Mr. Wise, on nonconformity ; Mr. 
Chater, on sustaining the ministry ; and G. 
H. Betts, Esq., on the progress of musical 
taste. The last farthing of the debt on the 
chapel and school-room was removed. 


PENZANCE. 


The Rev. George Charles Smith, whose 
recognition as pastor of the church at Jordan 
chapel, Penzance, on the 24th of April, was 
recorded in our number for May, has resigned 
that charge, considering it his duty to “devote 
his chief attention to the Navy, Army, and 
Steamers’ Mission, to promote religious and 
temperance instruction.” 


COLLECTANEA, 


REY. R. W. HAMILTON, D.D., LL.D, 


The Rey. Richard Winter Hamilton, D.D., 
LL.D., pastor of the independent church 
meeting in Belgrave Chapel, Leeds, and au- 
thor of several well known treatises, died on 
the 18th of July, aged 54 years. 


EDWARD BAINES, ESQ. 


Edward Baines, Esq., forty-seven years 
proprietor of the well conducted paper called 
The Leeds Mercury, and member for that 
borough in three successive parliaments, a 
good and active man, died on the 3rd of 
August, aged 74 years. 


REY. T. TILLEY. 
The Rev. Thomas Tilley, pastor of the 


baptist church at Forton, near Gosport, died | 


on the 15th of August. 


REY. R. MARKS. 


The Rey. R. Marks, formerly vicar of Great 
Missenden, and author of The Retrospect, 
died on the 22nd of May last, aged 66. 


PIEDMONT. 


We regret to state, that the political 
changes which have taken place in the king- 
dom of Sardinia have ameliorated the lot of 
the Vaudois of Piedmont far less than was 
generally believed. Their condition, practi« 
cally speaking, has undergone scarcely any 
improvement. ‘he apparent concessions 
which have been made to them are neutral- 
ized by the most arbitrary conditions. Thus, 
though the Vaudois may now take up their 
residence in any part of the kingdom, they 
may not celebrate public worship, except in 
the valleys !—Evangeiical Christendom. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


At the amual meeting of subscribers to 
the Baptist Building Fund, an account of 
which appears on a preceding page, it will be 
observed, we trust, that some important im- 
provements were made in its plans, An 
objection has often been urged against it to 
this effect: “It forbids personal application 
in London, even for the most urgent cases ; 
whereas the number of residents who contri- 
bute to its funds is comparatively small, so 
that the majority of baptists in the metropo- 
lis are prevented from assisting in the erec- 
tion of country chapels, as they do nothing 
through its agency, and cannot be applied to 
as individuals by those who receive its aid.” 
This inconvenience is now removed. In the 
new code of regulations, instead of the rule, 
“That an engagement be entered into on the 
part of accepted cases that they be not col- 
lected for in London afterwards,’ we find 
these words, “ That an engagement be entered 
into by parties applying for assistance, that 
contributions be not solicited from the Sub- 
seribers to this Fund.” Residents in London, 
therefore, if they be not subscribers to the 
Building Fund, may now be applied to with- 
out any forfeiture of its advantages. The 
restriction upon London pastors not to recom- 
mend special appeals to their people, on be- 
half of country chapel cases, is now removed: 
it is only the subscribers to the Fund who are 
to be protected from those personal visitations 
which London gentlemen found to be so in- 
convenient a quarter of a century ago, that 
many of them declared that they were willing 
to give twenty guineas per annum to any 
society which would relieve them from the 
annoyance. Another alteration is this: in- 
stead of the proviso, ‘“‘ That all ministers of 
the denomination in London and its vicinity 
be desired to attend and vote at the meetings 
of the Committee,” it is enacted, “ That all 
ministers of the denomination shall be entitled 
to attend and yote at all meetings of the 
Committee.” The object of the Fund is 
now defined to be, “ to assist by gift, or loan 


5 


64 


without interest, in the building, enlargement, 


or repair of places of worship belonging to | 


the Particular or Calvinistic Baptist denomi- 


nation throughout the United Kingdom.” | 


The usefulness of the society as at present 
conducted is amply attested by letters from 
the country ; and that usefulness would, we 


doubt not, be greatly increased, if its funds 
| of a motion on the subject, for September 


were adequately replenished, 


It is pretty generally known that the health 
of our esteemed brother, Mr. Brock, has been 
for the last two years in a delicate state, and 
that medical gentlemen whom he has consult- 


ed have represented to him the absolute ne- | 


cessity of removal from Norwich. He has 


him to the metropolis. A spacious and ele- 
Bloomsbury-street, near Bloomsbury-square, 
by My, Peto, and it is expected to be ready 
for occupancy before the close of the year. 
Before the day of opening the edifice is to be 
put into trust for the use of the baptist deno- 
mination, subject to a mortgage of about four 
thousand pounds, Mr, Peto himself gene- 
rously giving an equal sum. The ground- 
rent he will also pay for the present, leaving 
the decision as to purchasing the freehold for 
future consideration. It is hoped that the 
ministry of Mr. Brock there will attract a 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Our persevering friend, Mr. Peggs, is very 
anxious that from every part of the country 
memorials should be forwarded to the court 
of directors and proprietors at the East India 
House, praying for the abolition of grants to 
Juggernaut’s temple. They may be addressed 
to John Poynder, Esq. South Lambeth, 
London, that gentleman having given notice 


27th, and desiring to be assisted by proofs of 
public concurrence in his views. A specimen 
of the character of the memorials was given 
in our number for May last, page 292 ; but 
instead of being addressed to the House of 
Commons, they should now be addressed to 


| the court of directors of the Hon. East India 
now accepted an invitation which will bring | 


Company. Should any of our readers wish 


| for further information on the subject they 
gant place of worship has been erected in | 


congregation out of which, after a time, a | 


church may be formed; and should they then 
set themselves to pay off the mortgage, it is 
understood that Mr. Peto will also render his 
aid in that effort. Towards this object col- 
lections are to be made on the day of opening, 
which will probably be in the latter end of 
November. We heartily wish that this noble 
enterprise may prove as successful as its ori- 
ginator has ever hoped, and that Mr. Brock 
may be as useful and as much beloved by his 
connexions in London as he has been in 
Norwich, 


A. discussion took place in the House of 
Commons on the 28rd ult., respecting the 
Regiwm Donum, or parliamentary grant of 
£1695 per annum for dissenting ministers, 
Petitions against it from the General Body of 
Dissenting Ministers residing in and about 
Londonand Westminster, from the Deputies of 
the Three Denominations, from the Congrega- 
tional Board, from the Baptist Board, from the 
Baptist Union, from the British Anti-State- 
Chureb Association, and from some other 
bodies, having been presented, Mr. Charles 
Lushington moved that the grant be discontin- 
ued, The debate that ensued was creditable to 
both sides; but the motion was negatiyed by a 
majority of sixty to twenty-eight. Lord John 
Russell, however, acknowledged thatthesecre- 
cy of the distribution was objectionable, and 
said that if security were given that an equal 
amount should be forthcoming from other 
sources he would not propose it another year. 


may obtain it by addressing the Rev. James 
Peggs, Burton-on-Trent, who will gladly 
reply to their communications. 


We regret to learn that the Rev. M. W. 
Flanders, whose constitution has never re- 
covered from the shock it sustained in Haiti, 
where it will be remembered his health failed 
soon after his arrival, has now lost his strength 
and voice so completely as to be unable to 
converse without pain. He is under the 
necessity therefore of relinquishing the 
ministry, and he will resign his pastoral office 
at Houghton Regis at Michaelmas. His 
recovery is not believed to be impossible, but 
it is very doubtful; and silence, for the present, 
is absolutely necessary. The case is the more 
distressing as, by becoming a missionary 
before he had resided long enough in the 
county in which hehad laboured to become free 
of a local society to which he belonged, he 
has lost all claim on its aid, either for himself 
or, in case of his removal, for his infant 
family. 


One of the best theologians with whom we 
ever had the pleasure to be acquainted—and 
we have known him very intimately—has 
just received an acknowledgment of his 
eminence from Acadia College, Nova Scotia. 
At the annual commencement, on the 16th 
of June, the degree of D.D. was conferred 
on the Rey. J. M. Cramp, M. A., President 
of the baptist college in Montreal. The 
same degree was conferred at the same time 
on the president of Acadia College, the Rev. 
John Pryor, M.A. whose visit to this country, 
about four years ago, will be in the recollec- 
tion of many of our readers, 


A dissenting newspaper called The Uni- 
verse having become lately the exclusive pro- 
perty of Sir Culling Eardley Eardley, Bart. 
and John Henderson, Esq., they have deter. 
mined to discontinue it, and issue a new 
journal under the title of The Christian Times 
which is to be published every Friday after. 


noon, price sixpence. 
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' CALCUTTA. 


Our most recent intelligence from Calcutta bears the date of June 2nd. Mr. 
Thomas says, “ We now want to hear how the Society stands with regard to its 
finances. I have had no little anxiety on this head. I have done all in my 
power to keep down the expenditure here, but it cannot be reduced without 
discharging agents, and this is terrible to think of when many stations are 
languishing for want of men. The intelligence from the stations is on the whole 
encouraging, but I cannot enter into particulars.” 


MONGHIR. 


Accounts have been laid before our readers of visits paid by Mr. Lawrence to a 
mela, or fair, annually held at a place called Peerpointy, or Karagola, below 
Colgong. This year Mr. Parsons has been to scatter the precious seed among the 
thousands assembling there ; accompanied by Mrs. Parsons and their child, whose 


health it was hoped would be benefited by the excursion. The following is our 
brother’s narrative :— 


We left Monghir on Tuesday, the 8th of| often very acute in understanding each other. 
February, accompanied by our junior native | He was, as usual, very voluble in quoting and 
preacher, Soodeen, and as there was some) explaining heathen writings, particularly a 
time to spare beforé the expected time of the | book containing the substance of the Vedantic 
fair, we spent a few days at Bhagulpore,| philosophy; and he wished to convince me 
during which Soodeen and myself enjoyed | that it contained the same truths virtually as 
various opportunities of preaching in the ba-| the bible, only in another language and under 
zars. In doing this in Bhagulpore, we have, | other similitudes. And when I referred to 
at least, this encouragement, that there are | the sacrifice of Christ as being entirely want- 
usually a good number of persons to hear, ing in the books of his religion, instead of 
and fewer of them are disposed to interrupt immediately acknowledging what a superiority 
and oppose us in our discourse than is com-| that gave to the Christian above every other 
monly the case in Monghir. I regret ex-| religion, he only began to compare the suffer- 
ceedingly that I can say no more than this; | ings and self-denials said to have been endured 
but though there are a few in Bhagulpore,| by Hindoo sages and ascetics of olden days 
with whom our intercourse has exceeded the | with those of the apostles—a plain proof how 
limits of a mere occasional meeting in the | far he is from knowing or valuing that pre- 
bazar, yet I do not know that any one of| cious propitiation which constitutes the gist 
them exhibits the signs of a true penitent, or | and core of the glorious gospel of the blessed 
of one who is seeking for relief from the | God. 
burden of a distressed conscience. Howre-| On the 14th we left Bhagulpore. On the 
freshing would it be to witness in the heathen | morning of the following day we embraced 
any such apprehension of their state as offend-| the opportunity of preaching in the village of 
ers against a just and holy God! On this) Colgong, and in the evening of the same day, 
occasion I had a long conversation with a| arrived within sound of the instrument, a 
pundit, whom I believe I have mentioned to|kind of drum, the perpetual noise of which 
you before, whose mind appears to be in a| intimated that that was to be the scene of the 
measure convinced of the truth of Christianity. | fair. At that time, however, but few, com- 
My object was especially to ascertain his real | paratively, had arrived, and those few were 
state of heart and feeling in regard to the| shopkeepers, who were too busy in erecting 
gospel; and I was grieved to find that, though | their booths to listen to the discourse of a 
be manifests great friendship for Christians,| missionary. Indeed, most of the men of bu- 
he is very far from comprehending or appre-| siness who attend this fair come from large 
ciating the end and intention of the gospel. | stations, like Patna and Bhagulpore, and so 
Our native brethren had formed the same are familiar with the sound of the gospel, and 
Judgment. in regard to him, and natiyes are| L should suppose are less at Icisure and less 
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inclined to listen to it in the fair than at their 
own homes, so that I should not consider it 
expedient to visit such a place for their sakes. 
We had therefore little to do on the two days 
following our arrival, but on the second day, 
viz., Thursday, we pitched our tent in the 
midst of the temporary bazar, in a situation 
which proved to be very suitable. On Thurs- 
day evening the stream of poor deluded souls, 
who were vainly hoping to wash away their 
sins by bathing in the stream they consider 
sacred, began to pour in from the surrounding 
country, Friday and Saturday were the 
bathing days, during which the vast assembly 
stretched for about three miles along the 
shore, comprising perhaps not less than one 
hundred thousand human beings, on the road 
to perdition, oh, heart-rending thought! with 
a lie in their right hand, while no more than 
two feeble, unworthy voices were lifted up to 
warn them of their delusion and point them 
to the Lamb of God! During those two 
days, from morning to sunset, except a short 
interval for a hasty meal, we were engaged in 
our honourable work, with no lack of hearers; 
and for two days afterwards also we continued 
our work, having fewer hearers, but still a 
great many. During these days we distri- 
buted also about 250 gospels and 100 tracts. 

By Monday evening the attendance at our 
tent failed ; on Thursday morning Soodeen 
and I traversed the long line of booths to try 
what opportunities we might find there of 
preaching, but seeing that the heat and dust, 
and want of a suitable place to stand, and 
earnestness of the people in hastening to com- 
plete their purchases, in order to return to 
their homes, shut up our opportunities of 
speaking with advantage, we left the fair 
about noon. Most of our hearers exhibited 
no more than the usual amount of interest, 
but there were some villagers who came again 
and again to our tent, and appeared very 
desirous of ascertaining the drift of what we 
preached, asked several questions, and seemed 
to set a high value on the books they received. 
They were disciples in one of tle numerous 
sects which have been set up among the 
Hindoos, pretending to some superior know- 
ledge in religious matters. These sectarians 
(that is, the disciples) seem to me objects of 
especial pity. I have met with several of 
them, who appeared to be simple and sincere 
men, wearing on their very countenances the 
traces of anxiety and concern. The doctrines 
they have embraced have unsettled their 
minds, and set them thinking, and yet supply 
them with no ground of satisfaction; because, 
instead of pointing out their real condition 
and wants, as sinners, and the method by 
which those wants may he supplied, they only 
deal in a confused jumble of metaphysical 
notions, which neither teachers nor disciples 
really understand, In the anxiety of their 
minds, they come and sit to hear our dis- 
courses and discussions with mute attention, 
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which might, at first, prompt us to cherish 
hope respecting them, and yet I have not seen 
reason to consider them more hopeful than 
others, for instead of hearing with the docility 
of children, they hold fast their preconceived 
notions, and when, after hearing us for a long 
time, they find our doctrines different from 
those of the leader of their sect, they at once 
reject them. 

We left the fair on Tuesday the 22nd Feb., 
but the prevalence of the west wind rendered 
our homeward progress very tardy. We 
reached Bhagulpore on Saturday morning, 
and stayed over the Lord’s day. Brother 
Hurter is building a bungalow there, with 
the purpose, p.v., of settling to missionary 
work among the hill-men and Hindoos, 

On our way home from Bhagulpore, we met 
with an incident which strongly illustrates the 
merciless character of Hindooism. We stopped 
one day about noon, at a sandbank, opposite 
the village of Sultangunge, for the boatmen to 
cook and eat their noonday meal; and were 
just going to proceed after they had done so, 
when Soodeen came to tell me there was a 
poor man lying on the bank in a very sick 
and wretched condition. I went to see him. 
He did not appear to me to have been pros- 
trated so much by the violence of disease as 
by want and fatigue, and probably bowel- 
complaint brought on by eating crude, indi- 
gestible food while on pilgrimage. He had 
been, or was going, to Buyjnaut, and the 
baskets he had been carrying, according to 
custom, were lying near him, From what 
was told us by the persons near, we suppose 
that when he was too weak and exhausted to 
keep pace with his companions, they took 
every thing valuable that he had, and went on 
their way, leaving him to perish, without a 
friend to aid him, or any food or shelter from 
the dews of the night or the heat of the day. 
Such are the tender mercies of heathenism. 
But what could we do? We were travellers. 
I concluded it would be altogether out of the 
question to suppose that our boatmen would 
consent to his being put on our boat, All I 
could think of was to take him over to the 
villaze and inform the police authorities, who, 
I thought, would be obliged to provide some 
asylum for him. I went to the ferry-boat, 
but none of the ferrymen would touch him, 
lest their caste should be lost. After a con- 
sultation, my boatmen consented to take him 
across in a little boat they had with them, 
provided Soodeen and a Christian servant of 
mine would lift him in; so I got him taken 
across, and went to the police-station, but 
found there was no superior officer stationed 
at the village, and those who were there 
seemed very loath to have any thing to do with 
the poor man; so, after having administered 
a dose of medicine, I was obliged to leave 
him, so weak as to be searcely able to utter a 
word, yet with hardly the least prospect that 
any atlention would be paid to sy ae the 
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evening of the day after, my boatmen were have seized them, on account of the sick man 
saying that some of their number had fallen | having been placed in their boat, or else their 
ill, and conjecturing that an evil spirit must! having sat near a dead man’s bones. 


The following letter from Mr. Parsons to the Rev. James Peggs, giving informa- 
tion on subjects connected collaterally with the progress of truth in India, may 
be introduced advantageously in this place :— 


On the ninth of this month (May, 1848) 
my esteemed brother Lawrence and myself 
received a parcel from Calcutta containing, 
with other things, your very kind presents of 
pamphlets regarding Opium and Government 
Connexion with Idolatry, as well as your 
volume containing The History of the Orissa 
Mission, all comprised in parcels done up at 
different times, and enclosing letters dated 
May 28 and July 15, 1847. This cireum- 
stance will serve to explain to you why “‘ our 
kindness to our friend”’ has not been more 
evinced. 

These are, I think, the first favours I have 
received directly from you, and I will lose no 
time in returning my most cordial thanks to 
you for thus remembering me, though per- 
sonally unknown, and specially for your 
valuable presént of the History of the Orissa 
Mission. Iam able to secure but very little 
time for reading English, and I have not 
therefore been able to go through your 
pamphlets regularly, but only to glance 
through their contents, with the earnest hope 
that the facts and opinions you have so indus- 
triously collected may be more than ever 
useful in awakening attention to the evils 
against which you contend. But in both 
cases we have to push on worldly men to the 
abandonment of that which very well suits 
the predilections of corrupt human nature, 
and especially in the matter of opium, to the 
relinquishment of that mammon, which is the 
worldling’s god. No wonder, then, that the 
task should prove a heavy drag—like the 
progress of an Indian hackery through the 
sandy bed of a dry nullah. However, we 
must push forward, Yet I do not know that 
T am justified in saying we; for it is very, very 
little that we or our people can hope to ac- 
complish in aid of the objects in view. Were 


the case otherwise than appears in the replies 
of the missionaries to Mr. Groser’s queries— 
were the pressure of the evil on the people by 
whom, or the land in which, opium is culti- 
vated, then no one would have, perhaps, 
more right or reason in mooting the subject 
than the missionaries in Monghir and Pati a; 
but as it is, the pressure of the evil is on 
China, whence you have wisely drawn illus- 
trative facts. The centre of the iniquity of it 
lies, I suppose, in Leadenhall Street, in that 
while the British government profess to unite 
with the Chinese in suppressing smugglers, 
the chartered East India Company is growing 
an immense—and, I believe, increasing—quan- 


| tity of the drug, for which no market could be 


found if the illicit sale in China were sup- 
pressed. So I think that if any measures in 
the way of petition or memorial be taken by 
Christians in India, they should be originated 
in Calcutta, and then let them send up paper 
for signatures to the Mofussil stations, as was 
done in the case of the marriage petitions. I 
was truly rejoiced to see in the last Friend of 
India that the East India Board had con- 
sented, by so Jarge a majority, to the with- 
drawal of the grant to Juggernaut. This is 
encouraging, and may it have its due effect on 
the Court of Directors! The Lord, dear 
brother, prosper you and all who combine 
with you to seek the good of India! 


We are plodding on in our missionary 
labours, sowing the seed in much weakness, 
and amidst much jesting, indifference, and 
opposition, and looking and longing carnestly 
for the early and the latter rain, I need not, 
I am assured, entreat your prayers, for I 
know your very soul longs for the spiritual 
welfare of India’s numerous race, and that 
cannot but find expression in prayer. 


CEYLON. 


Mr. Davies of Colombo is sojourning at Kandy, whence he writes thus :— 


Three weeks ago I thought I should have 
to tell you that all my cherished plans of 
usefulness among this people were abandoned, 
and my missionary labours about to end. 
For some time after my return from the 
interior, at the beginning of the year, I was 
exceedingly well, but the hot season came on 


with great intensity, and while Mr. Dawson 
was in Colombo I wished to avail myself of 
the opportunity of visiting the villages in the 
jungle as much a3 possible, and in these 
excursions I was for several days obliged to 
walk considerable distances exposed to a 
fiercely hot sun, which brought on a yerv 
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severe affection of the chest. This continued 
to increase in spite of all remedies, and was 
of course a matter of very great anxiety. At 
last, after a very thorough examination, our 
friend Dr. Elliott gave it as his deliberate 
opinion that in all probability I should be 
compelled to return to England, but at the 
same time recommended a change for a few 
months as an experiment. I therefore pro- 
posed an exchange for a short time with Mr. 
Allen, who kindly consented to the plan, so 
that a week ago he went to Colombo and I 
came here. 

For some days before I left Colombo I 
experienced a great improvement, so that on 
the day of our departure I felt tolerably well, 
and I continued improving until two days 
ago, when I had a relapse; but I am again 
much better, and have strong hopes that it is 
the will of our heavenly Father soon to re- 
establish my health. I naturally felt very 
much discouraged at the prospect of relin- 
quishing so soon the plans and prospects of 
usefulness upon which my heart was set, but 
I was resigned to the sovereign will of Him 
whose thoughts are not as our thoughts, and 
whose ways are not as our ways. The season 
has been well fitted for self-scrutiny and 
humiliation; for serious reflection upon mo- 
tives, actions, diligence, the value of time, 
and the final account of our stewardship; and 
I trust it will not pass away without some 
sanctified fruits. 

The south-west monsoon had set in before 
we left Colombo, and with great fury. The 
thunder and lightning were most awful. On 
one occasion our house was literally wrapped 
on all sides in sheets of the most vivid light- 
ning, which was instantly followed by such a 
tremendous crash as we can never forget. 
For a moment we were all completely stun- 
ned, the house shook, the doors swung, and 
the tiles rattled for several seconds as if an 
earthquake had passed beneath us. At a 
short distance a tree was struck and shattered 
to pieces, and a bullock that was near it was 
killed. On another, scarcely less terrible 


occasion, a cocoa-nut tree was struck in our | 


own garden, close to the house. Not very 
far from us a house was struck, and a poor 
woman had one side completely burnt by the 
lightning. Near to one of our village stations 
a boy had his clothes set on fire by the same 
cause. At another of our stations two men 
and eleven bullocks were killed by one 
stroke. Since then we have had torrents of 
rain, which caused a great inundation. For 
several days the bridge of boats was impas- 
sible, and a great part of the country for 
many miles around Colombo completely 
under water. We were afraid for several 
days that in consequence of this inundation, 
we should not be able to proceed to Kandy 
at the appointed time. On the day of our 
departure, when the water had greatly sub- 
sided, it was discovered that on the Kandy 
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road, a few miles from Colombo, two em- 
bankments had been swept away, so as to 
render it impossible for a carriage to pass. 
When we arrived at the place we were 
obliged to have a raft constructed of canoes 
and boards, on which we and our bandy were 
floated a considerable distance over the paddy- 
fields, which were then like a vast lake. Our 
horse swam over, and so we managed to pass 
without any great difficulty or danger, as the 
day was calm. 

The distress of the villagers was very great, 
for in addition to the destruction of their 
paddy-fields, their houses, which are built of 
mud and stick, were partially or totally 
destroyed. Their poultry and pigs, too, 
which form a considerable part of their small 
property, were carried away by the flood, 
with the exception of a few fowls which had 
taken refuge in the trees, but where they too 
must perish for want of food unless the waters 
should abate very speedily. 

Before I left Colombo we had two baptisms. 
The first was at Kotigahawata, about the end 
of April, when seventeen persons, all Singha- 
lese, were immersed. The service was alto- 
gether a very interesting one. Some of the 
candidates had been under instruction for two 
years; some of them were old men and women 
tottering on the brink of the grave, others of 
them were quite young. Some of them had 
been Budhists, some Roman catholics, others 
what are here called of the government reli- 
gion, that is, persons who have been baptized 
|in their infancy by the government catechists, 
and are registered as Christians, but who 
| differ in no other respect from the Budhists. 
They were baptized in the chapel, and the 
|congregation on the occasion was large. 
Before they were taken down into the water, 
|I interrogated them publicly on the nature 
and import of the ordinance, and on all the 
leading doctrines and duties of Christianity. 
Their answers were ready and satisfactory. 
After brother Nadan, the pastor, had bap- 
tized them, I first preached to the congrega- 
tion, and then administered the Lord’s supper 
to the church. I was very ill at the time, 
and should not have ventured from home but 
from the fear that the people would be dis- 
couraged by my absence. I have since 
learned that some of the new members have 
suffered considerable annoyance from the 
Catholics on the one hand, and from the 
bishop’s catechists on the other. The second 
baptism was in connexion with the native 
church at Grand Pass, in Colombo. On 
this occasion seven persons were baptized in 
the canal, a short distance from the chapel. 
The service was at six, a.m. The candidates 
and congregation first assembled in the chapel, 
where they were addressed. Then we all 
proceeded down to the water. We had been 
told that the relatives of some of the candi- 
dates intended to disturb us, but nothing of 
the kind occurred. 
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Mr. Allen writes from Colombo, June the 8th:— 


You will probably learn from Mr. Davies 
the reason of my being here. Again this 
year he has been compelled by failure of 
health and strength to seek the higher coun- 
try. The only available way was to exchange 
with me; but I fear the state of his health 
will for the present, at least, keep him from 
doing any thing. If ke should be able to 
preach the English sermon on the sabbath 
evening, it will be as much as he ought to 
attempt. We hope, however, the change will 
prove beneficial. May the Father of mercies 
so order it. We made the journey in our own 
conveyances, for economy’s sake, and met at 
the halfway rest-house. Mr. Davies looked 
very ill, debilitated, prostrate, but he says in 
his note to me that he felt better on his 
arrival, preached on the sabbath evening, 
and felt worse again on Monday. He should, 
I think, go yet higher, for Kandy itself is not 
a good locality. May he have wisdom given 
him to do that which shall prove for the best, 
and may the grace of the Most High rest 
upon him. 

There has been a little encouragement of 
late in my district. A few weeks ago I 
baptized three persons, who I trust will be 
enabled to follow Christ, and to persevere in 
his ways even to the end. Their knowledge 


was satisfactory, and their experience of a 
pleasing character. There are a few anxious 
souls at Kandy waiting to put on Christ by 
baptism, and they must continue to do so till 
I return. May the grace of Christ Jesus 
be given to them, and prove sufficient for 
them. 

The great coffee bubble has burst at Jength. 
The colony is little better than bankrupt. 
Estates are being abandoned fast, and all who 
can are leaving the island for other places 
more promising. Failures are daily taking 
place, young men are wandering about with- 
out employment, and the prospect is melan- 
choly indeed. It appears to me that Kandy 
is sinking down into a mere military station. 

Our monsoon is nearly settled; we have 
had some terrific storms and weather, but at 
present it is fair. Roads and bridges have 
been swept away, and districts of paddy 
flooded and destroyed. On our journey we 
were obliged in one part of the main road, 
where the embankments were broken and 
washed away by the powerful element, to 
pass over on rafts, and swim our horses, but 
all is fair and calm again. We, as a family, 
are in excellent health, thanks to the Pre- 
server of men. Health here is a blessing that 
should be specially prized. 


WEST INDIES, 


JAMAICA. 


The Report of the Churches in connexion with the Baptist Western Union, for 
the year 1848, has just reached us, and on account of the condensed view which it 
gives of their state, will be interesting to many of our readers. Our brethren 
remark that it ‘is presented to the churches with mingled feelings of sorrow and 
joy,—of sorrow, inasmuch as it shows a large decrease in our numbers ; of joy 
because it indicates the fact that the churches in connexion with the Union are 
faithful to their Great Head in separating from those whose conduct accords not 
with the word of God.” 

They add, “It is not at all surprising that in connexion with the large numbers 
that were received into our churches soon after freedom, there should have been 
some—many—who were deceivers or self-deceived; where there is gold there 
will be dross; where there is wheat there will be chaff; and in many cases a 
separation will not take place until the all-searching eye of the Great Judge shall 
sever the precious from the vile, While the Report shows that which should 
produce humility before God and engender a spirit of earnest importanate prayer 
there is in it nothing to produce despondency, or lead to the supposition that God 
hath forgotten to be gracious. The prosperity of the churches is not always to be 
judged from their numbers; nor is their strength to oppose the prince of this 
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world always in proportion to their size. Purity and devotedness in any church 
must, sooner or later, tell powerfully against superstition, ignorance, and sin.” 


Annotta Bay, Metcalf, No. of Members . : . 850 Inquirers 109 
Buff Bay, St. George’s, ditto. oe ee OOF SDE 2A18 
THE REY. S, JONES, PASTOR. 


Of these churches we have to report that | encouraging statement in reference to the 
during the greater portion of the past year| churches generally, has the comfort of know- 
they have been destitute of regular pastoral| ing that not a few persons appear to be 
superintendence, but are now provided with a/ diligently seeking the salvation of their 
minister, who, whilst he cannot supply any! souls. 


Port Maria, St. Mary’s, No. of Members . : . 476 Inquirers 80 
Oracabessa ditto Joy vw 883?  Dittor= 64 
THE REY. DAVID DAY, PASTOR. 

__In these churches the reports contain much | backsliding is but too apparent. No addi- 
of a discouraging character. Many who! tions by baptism have been made to the 
once appeared to be in the way to the king- | church at Port Maria, but at Oracabessa 
dom of heaven, have now become indifferent | seventy have been baptized and received into 
to the claims of the gospel, and a general | Christian fellowship. 


Mount Angus, St. Mary’s, No. of Members. . 883 Inquirers 70 
THE REY. W. TEALL, PASTOR. 


The attendance on the means of grace| been baptized, while nineteen have been 
here has continued good. Five only have! excluded, 


Mount Nebo, St. Thomas in the Vale, No. of Members 401 Inquirers 12 
THE REY. JAMES HUME, PASTOR. 


The attendance at this station has also been | Thirteen have been added to the church by 
encouraging, having somewhat improved. ' baptism. 


Point Hill, St. John’s, No. of Members. : . 353 Inquirers 26 
THE REY. JABEZ TUNLEY, PASTOR. , 

Here the attendance on the means of grace | have been baptized, ten‘restored, and eighty- 
has been good, with an increased desire for| five received: but no less than seventy-two 
the word of God. Many, however, evince| have been excluded, fifty-three of them for 
but little continuous regard to the things| their neglect of Christian obligation and the 
which make for their peace. Nine individuals! means of grace. 


Stacey Ville, Clarendon, No. of Members : . 273 Inquirers 68 
Coultart Grove, St. Ann’s, ditto . : ; . 276 Ditto 457 
THE REV. THOMAS GOULD, PASTOR. 


At Stacey Ville the attendance has not | fifteen have been excluded. From the in- 
declined, whilst at Coultart Grove it has | creasing zeal of many of the deacons and 
been improving. In connexion with the two lleaders of these stations, much satisfaction is 
churches twenty-four have been baptized and |felt, and happy results are expected, 
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St. Aun’s Bay, St. Ann’s, No. of Members ; . 856 Inquirers 
Ocho Rios, ditto . : > . 455 Ditto 58 


THE REY. B, MILLARD, PASTOR. 


The congregations at both these stations ;No fewer than thirty-three members have 
continue good, and peace and harmony pre- | died, and seventy-three have been excluded. 
vail in the churches. Whilst however at St.| At Ocho-Rios twelve have been excluded, 
Ann’s Bay fifty-three haye publicly put on | and thirty have been baptized, many of whom 
Christ, the exclusions and deaths have been | promise to be useful and active members of 
more numerous than in any previous year.’ the church. 


Sturge Town, St. Ann’s, No. of Members : . 354 Inquirers 28 
Salem, Gitte. : ; . 240 Ditto 4 


THE REY. S. HODGES, PASTOR. 


The numbers attending the house of God | lessness of the word preached. There have 
have been uniformly good, but whilst there | been no additions by baptism, but a clear 
are no particular indications of decline, there | decrease of twenty-seven in the two churches. 
is yet much to lament in the apparent fruit- 


Brown’s Town, St. Ann’s, No. of Members . . 1053 Inquirers 80 
Bethany ditto : : . 610 Ditto 58 
: THE REY. J. CLARK, PASTOR. 


Tn these churches there is much to lament ;large. A spirit of prayer and deep solicitude 
in the want of religious energy, but the bap-|for the extension of the kingdom of Christ 
tisms and restorations which have taken | prevails in the hearts of many of the people. 
place, show that the work of the Lord has|In the two churches twenty-nine have been 
not ceased. The congregations have been | baptized, while sixty-nine have been excluded. 


Jericho, St. Thomas in the Vale, No. of Members. 1443 Inquirers 163 
Moneague, St. Ann’s ditto. . 234 Ditto 12 


THE REV. P. H. CORNFORD, PASTOR. 


These churches have, during the greater | yet the attendance on the means of grace has 
part of the past year, been without a stated | continued cheering. The former pastor of the 
pastor, but the church at Jericho has been | church at Montego Bay has recently accepted 
favoured with the occasional labours and | the invitation of the united churches, with 
oversight of the Rev. J. M. Phillippo of| favourable prospects of usefulness. In the 
Spanish Town. Though there is a consider- | two churches there has been a nett decrease 
able diminution in the numbers of the church, | of forty-one members, 


Stewart Town, Trelawny, No. of Members. . 739 Inquirers 50 
New Birmingham ditto : : Ae 


THE REV. B. B. DEXTER, PASTOR, 


The expectations formerly cherished in|that of any former period, and the hope is 
reference to these churches have not been | cherished that at these stations the prayer of 
realized. Still, whilst there are occasions for | the righteous will avail much.” There have 
mourning, there are none for despair. “The|been no additions by baptism, but thirteen 


word is still preached to as large numbers as | haye been restored to the two churches, 
ever, while the attention paid to it is equal to 
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Rio Bueno, Trelawny, No. of Members. R . 319 Inquirers 3] 
THE REY. J. TINSON, PASTOR. 


At this station there has been a nett de-| missions to other churches. The attendance 
crease of fifty, arising principally from dis-! has continued good. 


Refuge, Trelawny, No. of Members . 5 : - 641 Inquirers 47 
Kettering ditto . : : : -170 ~=Ditto 12 


THE REY. R. GAY, PASTOR. 
The attendance has continued large and steady throughout the year. 


Waldensia, Trelawny, No. of Members . ‘ . 753  Inquirers 
Unity ditto. : : . 330 


THE REY. J. E. HENDERSON, PASTOR. 


The church at Waldensia has enjoyed| At Unity things are not so pleasing, though 
peace and prosperity. There has been a/ a spirit of prayer for a revival of religion is 
decided increase in the congregation; and| manifesting itself. At Waldensia there has 
the attendance has been more regular, so that| been a clear increase of nineteen members, 
the prospects of usefulness are encouraging.! and at Unity of four. 


Bethtephil, St. James’, No. of Members . A . 555 Inquirers 25 
Hastings, Trelawny Gittowe. : - . 200 Ditto 27 


THE REV. THOMAS B. PICKTON, PASTOR. 


Here the congregations have also continued | to maintain their purity, There has been 
good, and the churches are evidently anxious ! a small decrease in the number of members. 


Salter’s Hill, St. James’, No. of Members . . 1329 Inquirers 147 
THE REV. W. DENDY, PASTOR. 


In this church there is not much to report | required to continue building. At John’s 
of a cheering nature, and in the surrounding | Hall the corner stone of a small place of 
district the spirit of hearing seems to have| worship was laid on the 29th of October. 
declined, but at one of the stations the attend-| The church here has faithfully maintained 
ance continues good. ‘The chapel in course | its consistency, and at various times protested 
of erection at Maldon gradually progresses. | against the union of church and state ; and 
The walls are levelled off, and the materials | has thus set an example worthy of the imita- 
are ready for the roof. The sum of £660 | tion of dissenters generally. 
has been expended, but additional funds are 


Montego Bay, St. James’, No. of Members. . 1108 Inquirers 45 
VACANT. 


In the earlier part of the past year the|has peculiar claims on the sympathies and 
attendance on the means of grace was con- | prayers of the people of God. Eighteen have 
siderably augmented. But unhappy divisions | been baptized, eighteen restored, but thirty- 
afterwards occasioned the removal of the| eight had been excluded, and a clear decrease 
pastor, and the church is now left destitute. | of twelve had taken place up to the period 
From the fact that it is torn by dissensions, it’ when church discipline ceased, 
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Mount Carey, St. James’, No. of Members. . 673 Inquirers 150 
Shortwood Gitta”. ; . 469 Ditto 7 
Bethel Town, Westmoreland ditto . y . 445 Ditto 79 
Watford Hill, Hanover ditto 95. : elGy Ditto 33 


THE REY. E. HEWETT, PASTOR. 


At these stations the attendance has been| hearing which argues well. 


The chapel 


ll d, and a small increase has taken] building has not been carried on; but the 
seed le he churches, There is a spirit of! debts have been considerably diminished. 


Gurney’s Mount, Hanover, No. of Members 
ditto : 2 


Fletcher's Grove 


. 724 Inquirers 25 
.173 Ditto 20 


THE REY. ©. ARMSTRONG, PASTOR. 


These churches have enjoyed some measure | these stations forty-six have been baptized 
of prosperity during the year. The chapel at | and 127 excluded. 


each place is approaching completion. At 


Lucea, Hanover, No. of Members 
Green Island ditto . 


. 740 Inquirers 12 
‘ ‘ ; . 203 Ditto 6 


THE REY. J. MAY, PASTOR. 


At Lucea and _ its 


sub-station, Mount] Green Island there has been a small decrease 


Moriah, there has been an improved attend- | in members, and also a somewhat diminished 
ance, and in the church a small increase of| attendance on the means of grace, 


eight members; whilst in the church at 


Providence, St, Elizabeth’s, No. of Members . 
ditto : : 


Bethsalem 


- 167 Inquirers 37 
~ 170 |) Ditto a 


THE REY. G. R. HENDERSON, PASTOR. 


The attendance on the means of grace at 
these stations is very promising; and strong 
hopes are cherished that the gospel of Christ 
will continue to prove the power of God unto 
the salvation of many. Though the cause 


| here is weak, there is daily an evidence of its 
‘Increasing in strength and extent. The 


report shows a clear increase of thirty-five at 


_Providence, but a decrease at Bethsalem. 


The preceding Report having been read at the Annual Meeting, the following 


resolutions were passed unanimously :— 


I, That having prayerfully reviewed the 
state of the churches connected with the “ Bap- 
tist Western Union,” this board would record 
its solemn conviction that, inasmuch as there 
is manifestly prevalent a spirit of increasing 
ungodliness throughout the island, accompa- 
nied by fearful backsliding in the churches, 
an urgent necessity calls us to unite in hum- 
bling ourselves before the Lord, and entreat- 
ing him to revive his work, and renew unto 
us the seasons of refreshing from his presence, 
by pouring out his Holy Spirit upon us. 

If. That in connexion with the distressing 
facts furnished us in the several reports we 
have received, there yet remains. a strong 
encouragement to believe that the Lord has 


not cast off his people, in the fact that there 
prevails almost every where amongst us a 
spirit of hearing the divine word, and that in 
several instances the abounding iniquity is 
met by holy diligence in the officers, members, 
and sabbath school teachers, who labour with 
us. 

III. That whilst the ministers composing 
this Board would urge the people under their 
care to more active and prayerful devotedness, 
and would encourage a steadfast faith in the 
divine promises, they would affectionately 
request that the first sabbath in April be 
observed throughout the churches as a da 
for humiliation and united prayer that the Lord 
would graciously revive and extend his work, 
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HAITI. 


The accounts which have recently appeared in the public papers of insur- 
rectionary movements in this island have naturally excited a prevalent anxiety 
respecting our friends there who are engaged in the work of Christ. The events 
which have rendered information desirable, have at the same time prevented its 
transmission ; and it is not till now that we have been in a position to satisfy 
the inquiries of our readers. We will now present them, first, with extracts of a 
private letter from Miss Harris to a friend in Liverpool, the publication of which 
under the circumstances, the writer will excuse, it is hoped, as her correspondent 
suggests, “for the sake of many anxious friends, and for the sake especially of the 
intercessory supplications which such details must awaken.” 


If you could know what a harrassing life | Poor Madam R. was almost out of her senses; 
we have led, you would be assured that it was | she was nearly a month without any tidings 
almost impossible for me to write. Bustle, ‘of her eldest son, then at Port au Prince; 
sickness, sorrow, and alarm, have come over|she feared he was amongst the slain, but 
us like wave upon wave, and sometimes all | happily he had escaped to the United States, 
together. My heart is almost broken, and my | We still know not what a day may bring 
spirit as it were crushed, by these repeated forth, but as our heavenly Father has pre- 
trials. No doubt they are all necessary, and | served us hitherto, we venture to hope he will 
I am sure they are all deserved; but I cannot still hear our prayers, and avert the horrors of 


help fearing some of them are sent in anger. 
It seems as if God were frowning on the mis- 
sion; the congregations from various causes 
have dwindled almost to nothing: our pros- 
pects are, at present, very gloomy. Mr. 
Webley is much depressed ; I try to keep up 
before him, but often feel ready to ask, ‘‘are the 
Lord’s mercies withdrawn for ever from this 
unhappy land ; will he be favourable to Haiti 
no more?” 

You will probably see by the papers that 
serious disturbances have again taken place at 
Port au Prince and other parts of the repub- 
lic ; perhaps they will give you more informa- 
tion on the subject than it is in our power to 
do. Many alarming reports have been spread, 
but we can place no dependence on the truth 
of them. One thing is clear, that much blood 
has been shed, and though there seems to bea 
little calm for the present, God only knows 
what will be the end of these things: it is his 
almighty power alone which can_ restore 
peace and prosperity to Haiti. Hitherto no 
outbreak has taken place at Jacmel, although 
great agitation has prevailed. Several times 
the danger has appeared to be imminent. 
Most distressing reports have been spread, 
and our feelings have been harrowed up for 
weeks by recitals of what had happened in 
other places, and fears that the same scenes of 
horror would be repeated here. It was not 
for ourselves that we greatly feared; I believe 
no harm would be intentionally done to us, 
but it was dreadful to think of many around 
being hurried into eternity unprepared. In 
the height of the consternation several people 
brought their children to our house to sleep; 
we were determined to receive all who might 
come, let what would be the consequence to 
ourselves, 


It was a fearful time I aseure you. | 


bloodshed, at least from this part of the 
country. Oh, that the gospel of peace could be 
published through all the length and breadth 
of this lovely land, that the inhabitants might 
beat their swords into ploughshares, and learn 
| the art of war no more ! 

On Sunday last we had the pleasure of 
receiving a letter from Miss Lake, one of the 
| American missionaries at Port au Prince, A 
note of mine written nearly a month ago had 
not reached her until two days before she 
/wrote. We had been very anxious about 
|them, as well as for Mr, Bird, not having 
heard of or from any one of them for many 
| weeks. They are all pretty well, but give 
no account of the late events, nor would 
it have been prudent to have done so. Miss 
Lake only says with reference to a girls’ 
school established a short time since, ‘‘ The 
dreadful calamity which has fallen upon us, 
or rather upon Port au Prince and upon 
all Haiti, has broken up our school for the 
present. The father of two of our scholars is 
among the slain.” Our school at Jacmel was 
interrupted only one week, and that partly on 
account of its being Easter, though the attend- 
ance, since then, has not been so good as 
usual, 

Mr. Webley enjoys very good health, but 
is apt to over exert himself. Poor Mrs, 
Webley has not been well since she came 
here, Miss Clark is seldom well many days 
together. Dear Miss Young* has been obliged 
to go home with no hope of ever returning to 
the missionary field—that must be the heaviest 
of all trials, I have unspeakable cause for 
thankfulness for the privilege of being still 


* Of the Amcrican Bap‘ist Mis:ion, Port au Prince. 
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engaged in missionary work, 
health with which I am favoured, besides 
many other undeserved mercies. 


A letter from Mr. Webley, written at 
following particulars :— 


By the date of my letter you perceive that 
Iam not at Jacmel. I left it a few days ago 
to visit our beloved brethren here, who are in 
great distress, as well as to transact a little 
business. To-day I return home, but before 
doing so I wish to forward a letter to you by 
way of America, especially as I know from 
tolerably good authority that most of my 
letters are opened at Jacmel, and I am anxious 
to communicate things that I would not have 
known that I had stated to you. I said our 
brethren were in distress here. Yes, dear 
brother, we have just passed through one of 
the greatest trials here that could possibly 
have befallen us. You have possibly seen 
accounts of the late calamity that has trans- 
pired here, and perhaps know all; but lest 
you do not I will give you as short an account 
as possible. About two months ago the pre- 
sident and his ministers were assembled in the 
palace, as usual, upon the sabbath, for the 
transaction of their business, The president 
having called for one of them, charged him 
with having concerted a plan for the taking of | 
his life, and ordered him to prison. In leaving | 
the palace he was shot at, and the guards 
from without supposing that some one nad 
fired upon the president, immediately com- 
menced an awful attack upon the ministry 
assembled. Some escaped, but a dreadful 
slaughter ensued. 

In the afternoon another dreadful outbreak | 
took place near the sea shore, between the 
men of colour and the blacks. The number) 
of slain on these occasions is unknown, as | 


well as of the poor coloured people that were | 
rourdered in different parts of the city during 
the whole of the night. The awful scenes 
that our dear brethren witnessed are too in-| 
human and barbarous to be committed to) 
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and for the;some happy moments when I can say, “ It is 


the Lord, let him do as seemeth to him good ; 


There are! he hath done all things well.” 


Port au Prince, June 2nd, contains the 


exists on the part of the blacks towards the 
coloured people. But that which throws 
such a gloom over our minds is, that our 
little mission stations, that such a short time 
before assumed such an encouraging aspect, 
are now almost broken up without, humanly 
speaking, any prospect of brighter days, The 
brethren here in the midst of such scenes 
have suffered extremely. For six weeks Mr. 
Judd held no public service, and up till now 
Mr. Bird has held no evening services; whilst 
their congregations are dwindled down to a 
comparative few. At Jacmel we are in the 
same position, and toiling on almost in the 
depth of despair. Had it not been for the 
few baptized that I have joined together into 
church communion, your mission must have 
fallen to the ground, as no one would leave 
their houses, such has been the fear and the 
prospect of an outbreak. 

What will be the end of these things our 
heavenly Father only knows. Out of these 
dreadful calamities good may come, and with 
him we leave all, wishing by simple faith to 
rely upon him as the sovereign Disposer of all 
events. 

We are greatly afflicted too in our family, 
as my dear wife has been in doctors’ hands 
for months past without any symptoms 
of recovery. Miss Clark’s health, too, is still 
in a precarious state. For my own part I am 
tolerably well generally, though for a day or 
two past I have not been so well and strong 
as usual. You will excuse my writing such 
a hurried scrawl, as I am just about to jour- 
ney nearly eighty miles on horseback to 
return for Sunday’s services, and have only a 
day and a half for doing it. I am positively 
ashamed to send this letter, but know that, 
considering the few moments I have on hand, 


paper, and show the great animosity that) you will overlook all imperfections. 


Miss Harris gives a few notices of the last days of Mrs. Francies, which cannot 


but be read, by many, with interest. 


Poor dear Mrs, Francies! does it not seem | to leave on Tuesday. She was in an agony 


very strange, very mournful, that she should 
not have been able at least to take her little 
ones home, and see her friends for a little 
while—or that, dying so very soon, she could 
not have remained here, to be laid, as was her 
earnest desire, beside her beloved husband? 
But God’s ways are not our ways, and what 
he does must be best. I accompanied her on 
her last visit to his grave on the sabbath 
evening before she left Jaemel. The “ Dove” 
had arrived the day before with Captain Mil- 
bourne and Mr. Oughton on board, and was 


of grief, little thinking how soon they would 
be reunited never more to part. I could 
scarcely prevail on her to leave the spot ; no 
doubt you have it before your mind’s eye. 
She said, ‘Oh, if it were not for my poor 
children I would have a little hut here, and 
never leave the place.” When that sad 
scene was over, the bitterness of leaving ap- 
peared to be past, and she surprised us all by 
her energy. Captain Milbourne’s great kind- 
ness, my having decided upon accompanying 
her to Jamaica, an'l the prospect of seeing 
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dear Mrs. Knibb, also, helped to reconcile 
her to going away. Many of the children of 
the schools, and several of our friends, went 
with us to the wharf, and we remarked at the 
time it was just like a funeral procession. 
We set sail as soon as the land breeze would 
permit, and after a fine passage arrived off 
Kingston on Thursday morning. Mr. Oughton 
went on shore in a pilot boat, and we pro- 
ceeded round the western shore of the island 
to Falmouth, where we arrived on Sunday 
evening, Feb. 13... « 
ful sabbath at Brown’s Town—a well attended 
sebbath school and a large congregation. In 
the afternoon the ordinance was administered, 
when dear Mrs. Francies and I sat down 
together ; for her it was the last time on 
earth. 

On Tuesday, 29th, we were at last 
obliged to separate. No tongue can tell what 
we then suffered; she had clung to me so 
long, it seemed as if we could not live sepa- 
rately. I felt thankful, however, that I had 
been permitted to come with her thus far, and 
could leave her with kind friends, and now I 


We spent a delight-|. . 
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feel doubly so. That morning she said to me, 
“Life seems a long and dreary way, but we 
do not know: it may not be so long as we 
think.” 

Before leaving I received a very affectionate 
note from her, the last she ever wrote me, 
She did not then appear to be unwell. I 
went on board the steamer on Thursday after- 
noon, the 9th, grateful for the kind reception 
I had met with from the friends in Jamaica, 
but glad to find myself on my way to Jacmel. 
. I was anxiously expecting the packet 
from Jamaica, hoping to receive a letter from 
dear Mrs. Francies. There were two notes, 
one from Mrs, Oughton, which I opened 
first. It contained an incidental notice of 
Mrs. Francies’ death, as if I had known it 
already. Judge, my dear sir, what a shock it 
was to us all, especially to me. It was then 


only that I knew how dear she was to me! 
The other note, from Miss Lavinia, confirmed 
| the intelligence ; she could give me no de- 
| tails except that Mrs. Francies had died at 


| Falmouth, of fever, on the 17th, eleven days 
| after the date of her last note to me. 


TRINIDAD. 


A letter from Mr. Cowen, dated May 20th, contains the following particulars :— 


Since my last I have visited the stations at 
Savannah Grande, where I had some de- 
lightful meetings with the brethren after our 
long separation. But the weather was very 
wet, just such as we had during your visit, 
which made it very unpleasant travelling. 
Since my return I have had a slight attack of 
fever, brought on by getting wet on two or 
three occasions, but am now well again. You 
will be glad to hear that the people have all 
had their lands surveyed, and many of them 
have received their titles. But by far the 
greater number of them have not yet applied 
for their title through their inability to pay 
the expense—about £3 sterling to each—de- 
manded by the government. Those of them 
who labour on the sugar plantations are not 
paid. Just as the West India Bank failed, 
the estates paid off old debts of this descrip- 
tion with its worthless notes, which was a 
direct fraud practised on the poor labourers, 
for which they have no redress. Thus, be- 
tween what they lost in this way, and what 
they are now losing through the non-payment 
of their wages, the labourers of the island 
generally are greatly impoverished. Many 
of the estates are dispensing with the eman- 
cipated and negro labourers generally, so far 
as they can, and supplying their place with 
the unfortunate Coolies, who, for a season at 
least, are more easily duped than those whom 
they have succeeded. Did the government 
open the crown land to the public at a 


moderate price, the emancipated and other 
labourers could fall back upon it, and with 
their families settle down, instead of leading a 
vagrant and vicious life; but from this they 
are shut out most unjustly to gratify the 
planters. Were the people thus supplied 
with land at a moderate price, they could 
employ themselves in raising provisions, and 
thus benefit the public and themselves at the 
same time. Such is the gloom at present 
hanging over the affairs of the colony, that 
little is doing in a commercial way. Few 
merchants have the heart to import even pro- 
visions sufficient for the current consumption of 
the island, so that prices are exorbitantly 
high, while the articles sold are of the very 
worst description. What adds to our distress 
in this particular-is the war now raging on 
the Spanish Main, from which our markets 
have been chiefly supplied hitherto, but since 
the commencement of these hostilities few 
vessels come in from that quarter. All things 
seem to conspire to thicken the gloom, but 
we can look through it, believing that all 
shall work together for good in God’s own 
good time. He has a quarrel with many in 
this land who strengthened and hardened 
themselves in wickedness against him and his 
cause, and is visiting them for these things. 
Their haughty spirits are greatly humbled, 
and their power to persecute and annoy those 
who would instruct and elevate their down- 
trodden labourers greatly limited. 
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HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


The Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society respectfully solicit the aid of 
the Friends cf Missions, in supplying the deficiency in the income of last year, 
and the liquidation of the present debt of the Society. 

Deficiency at the end of March, 1846 . : . : ‘ 5 . £5003 

Surplus of income over expenditure in 1847 : 3 : 3 « 1292 


—— 


Deficiency in April, 1847. : 3 F F j rari 


Diminution of income from ordinary sources, in 1848 . “ . £2480 
Diminution of income from legacies. ; : : . 2500 

4980 
Diminution of expenditure . ‘ ‘ é ; : a - dT 


Addition to Debt in the year. : : : : : 1523 


Present deficiency . . : : . : : : é 5234 
Agents supported in 1837 r ‘ : ; 85 
Ditto ditto in 1847 : : = - 226 


The sum contributed, or promised, up to the present time is £3087 5s. 6d. 

Further donattons will be thankfully received by the Treasurers, W. B. Gurney, 
Esq., 8S. M. Peto, Esq., M.P.; or by the Secretary, Rev. J. Angus, M.A., 33, 
Moorgate Street. 

August 18, 1848. - 


DESIGNATION OF A MISSIONARY. 


On Wednesday, July 26th, Mr. John Sale| his friends’ kindness, and the meeting was ad- 
was publicly set apart, at Wokingham, for dressed by the Revs. E, Carey, Dr. Acworth, 
missionary labour in India, }and J. J. Brown, 

In the afternoon a large company assembled| In the evening the designation service was 
for tea in the British School Rooms, when| held in the baptist chapel. The Rev. J. J, 
the Rev. C., H. Harcourt presented Mr. Sale| Brown, of Reading, ecmmenced it by reading 
with a copy of Bagster’s Hebrew and English the scriptures and prayer, the Rev. E. Carey 
Lexicon, Horne’s Introduction to the Study described the nature and sphere of the mis- 
of the Sacred Scriptures, and Dr. Pye Smith’s | sionary’s labours, the Rey, C, H. Harcourt 
Scripture Testimony to the Messiah, as a asked the usual questions, and offered the 
testimonial of the high esteem and sincere | designation prayer; and the Rey. Dr. Acworth 
affection of his Christian friends. Mr. Sale| (Mr, Sale’s tutor) delivered the charge to the 
briefly returned thanks for this expression of! missionary, founded on Galatians i, 15, 16. 


FOREIGN LETTERS RECEIVED. 


AFRICA, 99040 005506 OLABENOBju tisavavevasides BRUCE Ge My foxes May 19. 
Grauam’s Town......... Hay, AssssseoreeMay 19, 
AMERIOA cscoseese DRUMMONDVILLE eee Cleghorn, A. ......duly 22, 


pail 
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ASIA eiseseessecee AGRA. ccecsessesee seseeses Dannenberg, J.C, April 15, 
CALCUTTA .occccosecssess Lewis, C. B. ......dune 2. 
Thomas, J.........dune 2. 
COROMRG dhe ts eeancee NEN, ascot xccces June 8, 
FLEND YP ececites sees Davies, J..........June 9, 
MONGHIR ........cc000000e Lawrence, J... April 14. 
SEWEY | ikocabastheost ees. Williamson, J..., April 29. 
BAHAMAS ....00...GRAND Cay Aarstscenassans eYGIOLy, Wa Ke coune24, 
NASSAU .......ce-eesee000ee,apern, H., and 
Littlewood, W. } pees 


Capern, H.........June 28 and 29. 
Littlewood, W...June 27, 
RA MGM istesaies PAREN cxssceasecesess igsses as M100005, Rvaccsve eo Auguste 4. 
Aiken oe eS Port Au PRINCE......... Webley, W. H....June 2, 
FIONDURAS saves. BEDIZE sxc .cnseccasseocersee Kingdon, Sesscseses June 10 and 11. 
JAMAICA .........BROWN’S TOWN .........Clark, J...0....00... dune 19, July 6, 
Furuer’s FIELD....,. : Hutchins, J........July 6. 
KINGSTON........+.0+02-5. Oughton, S,........ July 8. 
Sr: Ann's Bay occ Gc: Millard |B i155. June 19, 
SatTrer’s Hinz ......... Dendy, W..........July 1 and 3. 


TRINIDAD .,.-00000 PORT OP SPAIN.,,.ccc00s0e UAW, Je .cesseeeeseed ane 20, 
Cowen, G..........duly 4, 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The thanks of the Committee are presented to the following— 


Friends at Paradise Chapel, Chelsea, by Mrs. Archer and Miss Vines, for a parcel of 
clothing, for Rev. J. Clarke, Western Africa ; 

Mrs. Hassall, Clapham, for a parcel of magazines, reports, &c.; 

Mr. Strong, for a parcel of nails, &c., for Africa ; 

Rey. J. Peggs, for parcels of books, for India ; 

The Religious Tract Society, for copies of the Annual Report, for the Mission Stations; 

Mrs. Jolly, Hastings, for a box of useful articles, for Mrs. Lawrence, Monghir ; 

S. E. W., for a parcel of magazines, for Haiti ; 

Mr. J. Cox, for a parcel of magazines ; 

Miss Rose, Ilford, for a parcel of magazines ; 

Friends at Counterslip, Bristol, for a box of medicines, for Muttra ; 

British and Foreign School Society, for a case of school materials, for Miss Harris’s school, 
Haiti; 

Friends at Amersham, for a box of useful articles, for Rev. J. Law, Trinidad. 


The thanks of the Committee are respectfully presented to George Ransom, Esq., of 
Leamington, for forty-three volumes and nine numbers of the Edinburgh Review. The 
following numbers are wanting to complete the sct:—Nos. 113 and 114, 117 to 141 in- 
clusive, and 162 to the present time. 

Rey. W. H, Elliot, for his “ Friends of the Spirit” and “Vital Christianity,” for the 
Library. 


CONTRIBUTIONS, 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month of 
July, 1848, 


£ £ ad. 
‘eourtae. © So Paetidath Bay Bi loca) Nahe 

Annual Subseriplions. Farrington, Rev. f Weymouth, Mr. R. F., 
Brewer, Rey. R., Leeds 1 0 0} Dumpton Hall ......0 1 1.0) Leatherhead wuss 1 00 
Darkin, Rey. C., Ciren- Katterns, Rey. D., Wyatt, Mr. Tesssenneee 0 10 6 
COBEET forssvcoceessrerssecre 2 O O| Hackney vereveseeoree 1 1 0| ———— 
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‘£8: Pd. 
Donations. 


B. B., from a fund at his 
disposal for Religious 
Societies, &£¢........0000 20 

Birrell, Rey. C. M., for 
Haiti 

Carey, Rey. E , and Mrs, 


na tewee tenes 


Cox, Mr. pe debivetaeue 
Dyer, Miss, collected by 
Elworthy, "Messrs. W. 
& T., Wellington, for 
DDE ss viecavessctaus~tanauec’ 
Friends’ Educational So- 
ciety, for Trinidad 
SCHOOLSs. cacacavewetuny soa. 40 
Harri:, Miss, Camden 
Town, collected by ... 01 
Hill, Mr. John ..... tate 10 
Houghton, J., Esq., Li- 
verpool, for Debt 
Brisk, “MyruP’. pocsdsnestastas 3 
Neild, Mr. Alderman, 
Manchester, for Debt 50 
Page, Mrs., Trowbridge, 


oan & 
IOoo oS © 
ooo So oOo 


oO 
i=) 
i) 


Pinsent, Thomas, Esq, 
Newton, FOF GO. vewacnces 5 
Shelton, Mr. John, 
Nymphsfeld, near 
Nailsworth, for do. ... 
Simpson, J. A., Esq., 
Manchester, for do. ... 
Stovel, Rev. C., for do... 5 
Sundries, by Rev. Dr. 
Hoby,, fr dO.seesecesess 
Wie Bin 100 AOsscccmccinen oO 10 0 


o Oo Oo oo oo =) 
Oo. SS. OS 2a 1S 


i 
=) 
oO 
Oo 


Legacies. 
Kirkby, Mrs. Ann, the 
UBUD Ices vivavdeecannsuce acs 0 
Poole, Mrs. Tsabella, the 
PRE Maceesovsanebsuduanvenany 112: :0..0 
LoNDON AND MIDDLESEX 
AUXILIARIES. 
Kensington, Silver Streot— 
Collection srarcecrsecracs 610 0 
Contributions ........ 10 3 4 
Shakspeare’s Walk— 
Collection. ssiccsavartes 6 tks OorO 
West Drayton— 
Sunday School, for 
WOVE nwesaixsaassngvies Doan 
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been & 2. a. 
BucKINGHAMSHIRE. SoMERSETSHIRE. 
Amersham, on accouut 50 0 0 Bristol, on account ...... 18 8 3 
Do., do., for Debt ..... 5 0 a 
Gold HE wsscstresanrves 6 
Olney— 
Collections........ wsieres 2 Ae SUFFOLK, 
Contributions ......... ee fae 
Do., Sunday School 0 8 5 | StFFoLK Society in aid 
Princes Risborough— of — oo bs S. rx 
Collection: <:./.sessxse0s 3 9 6]  Esqeacssecsessesseneeerenee 3 1 0 
Contributions i ap 6 — 
Speen .... 235. 7 
WILTSHIRE. 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
Melksham, additional... 1 1 0 
Cambridge, on account 120 0 0j| Juvenile Association, 
GGhG” Socacnaeeenemeanes i 
Salisbury and Downton, oe 
on account....... saaeasels 6 
DEVONSHIRE. Trowbridge — 
Collumpton— Collections— 
Cialleebtet i besslecncre 117 0 Public Meeting...... 514 0 
Contributions ..... ac) LS. gC Back Street 0 
aera 2 Bethesda........ . 6 
Contributions .. = 0 
Ioan Do., for Dove.......+ iL 2 2 
Gateshead — 
Sunday School, Garden 
Street ..ecsveseen ers Oo 6 WORCESTERSHIRE. 
Evesham, Cowl Street... 1415 5 
Essex. = 
Colchester ...s.:.ccscoccssee 13 010 
Thorpe— YORKSHIRE. 
Collection: | assess cexses 6 
Contributions . 8 | Farsley— 
Do., for Dove 0 Contributions, for 
DO. 6 cmecoeare” 1 OD 
HERTFORDSHIRE. 
Markyate Street— SOUTH WALES. 
Collection Knives 28S 
Contributions ......... 413 1 PEMBROKESHIRE— 
> Saha, 9° 
: Do., Sunday School 0 2 7 Rachkoa= 
Mill End— & 
Collection. ....ctcr ccc 177 Collection .....cceesee sin Gos 3 
Watford, on account ... 20 0 0 oy 
SCOTLAND 
Kent. 
Elgin, Missionary So- 
Canterbury— * 
Collections, King St... 0) Irvine, additional 


13 16 


| 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thankfully 
reecived by William Brodie Gurney, Esq.,and Samuel Morton Peto, Esq., M.P., Treasurers, or 
the Rey. Joseph Angus, M.A., Secretary, at the Mission House, 33, Moorgate Street, Lonpon : 
in Epinnurcu, by the Rev, Christopher Anderson, the Rev. Jonathan Watson and John 
Macandrew, Esq.; in Grascow, by Robert Kettle, Esq.; in Catcurra, by the Rev. James 
Thomas, Baptist Mission Press; and at New York, United States, by W. Colgate, Esq. 
Contributfons can also be paid in at the Bank of Engiand to the account of “ W. B. Gurney 


and others.” 


IRISH CHRONICLE. 


A WORD ABOUT IRELAND. 


Sranpine on Kingstown pier a few days ago, waiting for the luggage to be landed 
from the steam packet, we said to a peasant who was standing by, “ your harbour 
is full of ships of war and other vessels, much money must be spent, and employ= 
ment cannot be scarce here, any how.” ‘‘ True for you, your honour, and if the 
poor had employment you would hear nothing of agitation through the country.” 

“What think ye of Smith O’Brien and his doings?” said a friend of ours to a 
Mayo cottier.” “Sure England has beat the Dutch, the Spaniards, and Portuguese, 
when they were two to one, thrashed the French, conquered India, brought the 
China-men to their senses, and she wont be beat by the likes of us!” From all 
we can learn such are the notions of the great mass of the people, in the country 
through which we passed. 

The London journals say, “the people of the South are sullen and disaffected.” 
We have had no opportunity of judging yet, though we may, perhaps, in a few 
days. The people of Connaught are perfectly quiet and patient amidst all their 
sufferings, which even now are dreadfully severe. In truth British benevolence 
has broken the arm of Irish rebellion. Notwithstanding the reckless daring of the 
Dublin leaders, their ferocious spirit, and brutal language, appealing to every bad 
passion, and trying to kindle a war of race against race, promising plunder, and 
holding out the hope of a universal scramble for property, under the hypocritical 
pretence of “Ireland for the Irish,” they have signally failed, until they have sunk 
below contempt. The people would not embrue their hands in the blood of those 
who had been almost their only friends in the hour of their need. 

We attentively observed the crops from Dublin to Mullingar, from that place 
onward to Ballinasloe, Castlebar, and down to Ballina. They appeared to be 
abundant and various, more so than we have seen before, and not as yet, materially 
injured by the continued wet weather. From this statement, however, the potatoe 
crop is excepted. That is smitten everywhere. It is not so bad in Connaught as 
in the midland district; and in many instances where the leaves and stalk are 
almost black, the plant has shot forth fresh leaves. The disease has not generally 
touched the root; but alarm extensively prevails as to the fate of the later crop. 
If these fears should prove groundless, the confidence of the people in their 
favourite article of food has again suffered a severe shock; and if they should 
abandon its cultivation, except as an auxiliary to subsistence, the ultimate benefit 
to them will be great and lasting. 

The weather has been boisterous, cold, with occasional torrents of rain for hours 
together. As the season is considerably advanced, and at present little appearance 
of an improvement in the weather, the prospects are anything but cheering. 

We have gone over many estates in this district, and the number of deserted 
and dilapidated houses, formerly occupied by a thriving tenantry, is enormous, 
The quantity of land wholly unoccupied, is very large. ‘The incomes of landlords 
must be fearfully reduced, while the rapidly increasing poor’s rate threatens to 
absorb all rents. ‘ nen . 

This very day, August 19th, on which we write, is the last of out-door relief to 
all where the number in the family is less than six persons. The people are 
crowding into the workhouses. Nearly three hundred have been admitted into 
the Ballina Union in two days! This influx has increased the number of poor in 

-that establishment to more than seventeen hundred. Likely enough that a similar 
things prevails elsewhere. 
— A the poor-house in Ballina. It is large, well built, well ventilated, 
clean, and admirably conducted. The inmates were clothed sreaeae t and 
Fr 
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looked as if they were contented and sufficiently fed. We asked several if they 
preferred being in the house or out. ‘ We would rather be in, your honour. 

Still, the poor keep out as long as they can. They will work hard, at almost 
any wages, rather than leave their homes. We saw hundreds of women working 
in the fields for four pence, boys and girls for three pence, and able bodied men, 
for six pence a day, and blessing God for even that! Some of them come five 
Trish miles to obtain that miserable pittance for twelve hours labour; and large 
numbers were on the read, disappointed in their hope of obtaining work at that 
price! The chairman of the Swinford Union told us, he could get, at twenty- 
four hour’s notice, two thousand persons, willing to work, for four pence a day, or 
for one pound of meal, and thankful for it! Surely people reduced to such a state 
are objects of pity. And yet crime is very rare. The offences are chiefly petty 
theft, the result of gnawing hunger. ; : 

The majority of those who appear at the sessions are charged with such offences. 
‘They all plead guilty; they beg to be sent back to prison, or to be transported. 
Their wretched cry is, “Send us back, your Honours, or out of the country, or 
we will die for want !” . 

Meanwhile, the work of God is going on in this district ; opposition has nearly 
ceased ; pride and prejudice are fast giving way. Want has levelled all classes: 
the aristocracy are humbled ; the famine has involved rich and poor in a common 
calamity. Daily there are brought into contact and intercourse, those who used 
to be, in their habits and feclings, wide as the poles asunder. _ Kindlier feelings 
have grown up between them ; all parties have found it their interest to consult 
the common weal. The people are more and more opening their hearts to the 
gospel. Oh! that the Society could now take advantage of this state of things, 
and plant a large and efficient band of agents to diffuse the gospel through the 
land. 

Should the present weather continue, and the potatoe crop extensively fail, 
multitudes must perish, We could not but feel, while looking on large bodies of 
young persons and adults of both sexes, labouring cheerfully in the farms culti- 
vated by the Society of Friends, for the scanty wages we have already mentioned, 
that unless a speedy change take place, and ripening days be given, the sentence 
of death was upon them all! May God, in pity, hear the prayers of his people ; 
and turn away his wrath! Ye saints of the Most High, ery unto Him mightily, 
that he would yet have mercy on Ireland ! 


It will be seen from the following short 
extract from Mr, Ecorus’s report for July 
that the church under his care is gradu- 
ally increasing. Little more than twelve 
months have elapsed since it was formed. 


We are still moving on. Last Lord's day 
we received to our fellowship another young 
female, also from Scotland. Our present 
number is thirty-one. Our prospects are 
steadily brightening. ‘The congregation con- 
tinues satisfactory, The sub-stations are like- 
wise most interesting, and give good promise 
of being important nurseries of truth. I have 
still several applications for baptism, which I 
hope soon to gratify. 

Mr. Brown, of Coleraine, reports an- 
other addition to the church there, which 
is united, happy, and prosperous. Hay- 
ing sueeceded Mr. Eccles, our friends 
will see that he has only been little 
more than a year in that town. During 
that time fourteen have been baptized 
and united in fellowship. 


It is my pleasing duty, he writes, July 28, 
to report another baptism which took place 
in the evening of last Lord’s day. This is 
the fourteenth person that I have baptized 
since my coming here. The Sabbath-school 
is considerably increased; and the congrega- 
tions keep up very well. 

About three weeks ago, I visited the church 
at Ballymoney. Having obtained a supply, 
I was able to spend the Lord’s day with them. 
The congregation was pretty good ; they now 
meet in a private house. The number of 
members is now eighteen. 


Mr. McKrr is encouraged in his la- 
bours in Easky district. His appoint- 
ment has relieved Mr. Hamilton of the 
charge of the stations in the county of 
Sligo, who has more than he can well 
attend to in Ballina alone. Mr. McKee’s 
district, being so much better cultivated, 
begins to yield more fruit. 


We continue to make a little progress here. 
Last week I baptized another believer 3 her 
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husband, as well as a candidate formerly ac- 
cepted, would have been baptized at the same 
time, but for indisposition. Their union with 
us is therefore only deferred for a short season. 

During the past month, I have had, includ- 
ing the quarterly inspection of the schools, as 
many engagements as there have been days, 
and something more. The gospel has been 
preached in various parts of five parishes, the 
circumference of which exceeds thirty miles. 
A considerable number of Romanists have 
heard the gospel: tracts have been distributed 
among these persons, and a few of them, at 
their own request, have been supplied with 
copies of the sacred volume. 

The reader here, Tuomas Cooxe, continues 
to do all that he can to aid the Lord’s work. 
All things considered, I think we have abun- 
dant reason to thank God, and take courage. 


During the past month, Mr. Tsomas 
has visited the out-stations formerly con- 
nected with Limerick, which but for 
such occasional visits would be totally 
neglected. He appears to have had 


A PLEASING AND PROFITABLE JOURNEY. 


I have returned after a fine week’s work; 
and preached, for the eighth time, last Lord’s 
day evening. I held a service at Ferbane on 
my way to Clonola. At Clonola I had a 
great number to hear. I found the school 
well attended, heard the children repeat a 
great number of chapters of the sacred vol- 
ume, and perceived they had made good pro- 
gress since I visited them last. The Moate 
school is also in a good condition, and one 
hundred and four chapters of the bible had 
been learned and repeated during the quarter. 

I also visited our friends at Nenagh, to 
whom I preached the gospel. At Banagher 
we had a larger number than usual. After 
that service I travelled eight miles to another 
place, where a friend of mine, formerly of 
Limerick, had collected a good congregation, 
which I hope to be able shortly to visit again. 


We hope to have some reply to our 
question, ‘‘ What is to be done?” which 
we urged in our last, more particularly 
in reference to Ballina district. The fol- 
lowing extracts are from the reader’s 
journal, and they show, not only the 
progress of the good work, but the ne- 
cessity of strengthening Mr. Hamiuron’s 
hands. 


There are two places near here, B and 
A——, which are the most difficult of access 
of any about us: the priest seems to rely on 
the steadfastness of the people. But even 
in these places I have over ten familics who 
allow the Scriptures to be read in their houses. 

While visiting in Garden-street, some short 


time since, a woman, after the reading, began 
to tell a story of some minister who, when 
dying, was seized with the torments of hell; 
that she ran for the priest, but that the ad- 
versary hindered her, for amidst rushing winds, 
bursting open of windows, and slamming of 
doors, he came behind her, and struck her on 
the head. “ But he did not hurt me,” she 
said, “and God forbid I should belie even 
Satan!” Many came to the door, attracted 
by her tale, to whom she gave a fearful pic- 
ture of the death of this heretic. 


INGENIOUS USE OF A SCRIPTURE FACT. 


T then said, “If ye will kindly hear, I will 
tell you a érwe story of the death of another. 
His sufferings were awful: God had forsaken 
him; there was darkness over all the land for 
three hours; and he died, crying with a loud 
voice, ‘My God, my God, why. hast thou 
forsaken me.’ Now, whom do you think 
that was ?”? Several crossed themselves, say- 
ing, “God have mercy on us.” But the 
woman said, “ Surely he was a protestant.” 
“Indeed,” I replied, “ he was the holiest and 
best that the world ever saw,—for he was the 
Son of God!” I shall never forget the sur- 
prise which this occasioned. The woman 
went away cursing us; but many remained 
to hear why Jesus suffered and died in this 
manner. 


STRANGE SUSPICIONS REMOVED, 


About A , another important place, I 
have been received kindly but cautiously. 
The people feared our belief was not the 
same, nor our bibles either. They have 
inquired of other scripture readers, and 
examined tracts to ascertain the truth of my 
statements. One of Mr. Bates’s tracts “ What 
do the Baptists believe?” has done much good, 
Many have compared the quotations of scrip- 
ture, and found them just, and in the same 
places in their bibles and mine, and in the 
yery words too! 


GOOD REASON FOR PITY. 


At our last meeting in B the subject 
of conversation was prayer. Questions were 
raised as to whether we did pray, and if this 
duty was performed in our families. Many 
in giving up popery give up open prayer too, 
from false shame, nervousness, or a want of 
words. Those who do not, pray alone, or in 
the same room in each other’s presence. Of 
all the people on earth, poor converts from 
popery are to be pitied in this matter. Could 
their timidness be got over, and rooted out, 
what happiness and peace they would enjoy. 
But the system they have left makes it 
difficult for them to overcome this. 

During the past two months I haye dis- 
tributed 16 testaments, 3 Irish testaments, 9 
primers, and 219 tracts—paid 302 visits, to 
about 118 families, in nine of which there 
was severe sickness. 
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W. Mac. Adam while lamenting the , awful consequences of sin. Well, said he, I 
false confidence which Romanists cherish | will work none to day, and laid down his 
in their being honest and good neigh- | tools. A few days after I met me apie 
bours, and having good hearts, which | 1 am very glad I met you the other day. 

? : : ae took your advice, and will not do a tum of 
renders them insensible to tueir real "ai Cutt 
state and condition, finds others open | WOT* 0F Me Holy Cay. 
to conyiction, and anxious about salya- 
tion. One good sign is now commonly NO PAY, NO PARDON. 
met with, the respects which is paid to| A poor woman came to my house, and 
scriptural teaching. Romanists do not | after a few words, began to cry bitterly. She 
now manifest, except occasionally, that | said she was greatly troubled through fear of 
blind hatred of the truth, and those who | being cast into hell, for she was a wicked 
proclaim it, which was almost universal | Sinner, and more, her priest drove her away 
but a few years ago. from his knees, because she had no money! 
He has done well I said, for if you had 
money he could do nothing for you. Sinners 

On my way to Ballina I met a poor | have a high-priest in heaven, who is able to 
ignorant Romanist going to work on the } save all who come unto God by him; and 
Lord’s day. Knowing him, I kindly spoke | without money or without price. The poor 
to him, reminding him of the awful punish- | woman was somewhat comforted, and told 
ments which God had inflicted on sabbath- | me that her little boy reads the bible for her, 
breakers. He started, and admitted the truth | and tells her to put her trust in God. Ah, 
of what I had said, but pleaded poverty. I) said she, you gave him great instruction that 
remarked that he was going the way to in- | night when you put a bible into his hands, 
crease his distress, and dwelt much on the | and he says he will never forget it. 


A REBUKE WELL TAKEN. 


POSTSCRIPT, 


The removal of Mr. Brntiry from Cork, in May last, occasioned a vacancy in 
that station. The church invited the Rey. B. C. Youne of Thrapstone, to become 
their pastor. Mr. Young was in Cork for a few months about eight years ago, to 
occupy the post for a short time, until permanent arrangements could be made. 
His ministry was much blessed during that period, and he was greatly esteemed 
by the people. We are happy to announce that the application has been success- 
ful, and that he will proceed to Ireiand, during the present month, to take charge 
of the station, in connection with the Society. We commend him, and the church, 
to the prayers of all our friends, and trust that he may be an honoured and useful 
missionary. 
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